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Useful information
• We are open on Saturdays and
Sundays from 10am to 4pm.
• We are open from March to
December.
• Well behaved dogs are welcome.
• We have a map to help you navigate.

Arrival
When you first arrive at Barrow Hill
Roundhouse you will enter this gate
from the car park. To reach the
Roundhouse follow the path to the left.
You will pass the Roundhouse on your
right.
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Entrance
You come into the Roundhouse
through this door. You will enter the
cafe; the shop and admissions desk is
through the door on your left. This is
where you pay to come in to the
Roundhouse.

Cafe
The cafe serves hot and cold food and
drink. It’s open from 10am to 3pm on
Saturday, and 10am to 2.30pm on
Sunday. Sometimes it can get busy
and noisy. The benches outside the
cafe can be a little quieter.
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Shop
This is the shop. It is open from
10.00am to 4pm on Saturday and
Sunday. It sells a range of railway
themed gifts and souvenirs. It can get
busy in here and you may need to wait
for a few minutes.

Admission
The admission desk is inside the shop.
This is where you pay to enter. (Adults:
£3. Children: £2. Families: £8.) Staff will
be able to answer your questions and
tell you about any activities that are
happening at the Roundhouse that day.
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Family Back Packs
The Family Back Packs are kept in the
shop. You can borrow one during your
visit. Each bag has fun activities for you
to do. They also have items like
magnifying glasses and torches to
help you explore the Roundhouse.

Sensory Back Packs
The Sensory Back Packs are also kept
in the shop. The bags contain sensory
support items including ear defenders
to help you comfortably navigate the
Roundhouse. They also have fun
activities to do while you are here.
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Toilets
The toilets located behind the cafe
have accessible and baby changing
facilities. We also have toilets outside.
Walk through the big doors at the far
side of the engine shed, you’ll find the
toilets signposted on your right.

People you will meet
Our friendly team of volunteers
provide assistance during your visit.
They are here to support you. You can
ask them for help if you need it. You
can also ask them any question about
the Roundhouse.
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Events
Sometimes we organise special events
with fun activities, music and
demonstrations. It may be busier and
noisier than usual during an event.
Staff will be able to answer any of your
questions about them.

Learning Room
This room is used for events and
workshops. You will find a bookcase
here filled with books about engines,
science, engineering and trains. You
are welcome to get comfortable here
to read them.
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Foreman’s Room
The foreman was responsible for
running the Roundhouse and sorting
out any problems. From this room, the
foreman would give the engine crews,
drivers and firemen their jobs for the
working day.

Signing on Room
This room was the first room the engine
men came to each day. They had to
report for work here and receive their
daily duties. They would report to the
foreman at the window. You can explore
an interactive touchscreen in here.
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Roundhouse Engine Shed
In the engine shed you will see a
collection of steam, diesel and electric
engines. The Roundhouse was built in
1870 to serve the Staveley Coal and
Iron Co. Today it is the last surviving
working roundhouse in Great Britain.

Turntable
In the middle of the engine shed is the
turntable. Is was used to turn engines
around. It allowed the Roundhouse to
store many engines in a small space.
You may get the opportunity to see the
turntable in action, this can be noisy.
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Albert’s Room
This room has lots of interactive exhibits
for you to touch and try out. Have a go
to find out about the science and
engineering behind the railway. Find
out how linkages, pulleys, cams, cogs
and gears work at the Roundhouse.

Coaling Stage
Walk up the slope to stand on what was
the coaling stage. From here coal was
tipped into a locomotive’s tender. The
building has since been demolished.
Now, you can see a signal box, views of
the countryside and railway sidings.
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There are lots of things to look out for
during your visit.
Remember, the Roundhouse is also a working railway
shed during the week and you will see some reminders
of that.

You might see…
• Uneven floors and trip hazards - remember to walk
carefully around the Roundhouse.
• Barriers and fences - do not cross them, they’re there
to keep you safe.
• Oily and greasy surfaces - it’s best not to touch the
locomotives.
• Oily floors - they can be slippy.
• Warning signs - they show you possible hazards.
• Moving vehicles - listen out for the beeps and horns.
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Strong smells can fill the Roundhouse.
You might smell…
• Coal

• Oil

• Smoke

• Dust

• Diesel

• Food

• Diesel fumes

• Paint/varnish
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Sounds can echo through
the Roundhouse.
You might hear…
• Other people talking, shouting and
laughing.
• Doors banging or a dropped item
hitting the floor.
• The clunk, clank and whoosh of the
turntable.
• The rumble of a diesel engine.
• Recorded sounds from some of the
videos and displays.
• Beeps, horns and alarms warning of a
moving vehicle.
• Welding, sanding and sawing.
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Finding a quiet place.
We can help you find a quieter spot,
just ask a member of staff. You can also
wear our ear defenders to make the
Roundhouse quieter. We have them in
the Sensory Back Packs.
• Benches outside the cafe can offer a
quieter place to eat.
• Space behind the Mess Room is
away from the crowds. It can be quiet
here.
• The Coaling Stage can be peaceful
with views across the countryside.
• Sometimes, at the end of the day the
Learning Room is quiet and calm.
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There are lots of other
things to do while you are
here.
You may find:
• Books to read.
• Clothes to dress up in.
• Toys to play with.
• Exhibitions to interact with.
• Games to play on the touchscreen.
• Tours to join in.
• Trails and challenges to complete.
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We hope you enjoyed your visit!

For full access information about the Roundhouse please visit our website.
If you would like more information please contact us at learning@barrowhill.org or
on 01246 475554.
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