THE BARROW HILL ENGINE SHED SOCIETY MAGAZINE

Winter 2019 Price £2.50

Issue

61

FIRST GUESTS FOR
RAIL ALE 20 2020
ANNOUNCED
See page 15

MORE photos and
stories INSIDE...
2020 Social Evenings
See pages 16-18

M
Branch Line Society AG
at the Roundhouse
See page 10

A Tale of Two Daves

See pages 8-9

Above: Midland 1000 gets into the Christmas spirit. Photo: Alexa Stott
Below: The “Ghost Engine” aka Vulcan at the Halloween event. Photo: Mervyn Allcock

Opening Shot...

We were delighted to host the newly
married Mr & Mrs Dowson at the
Roundhouse following their marriage on
23rd September - many congratulations!
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

CONTENTS
Chairman’s Notes

4

Roundhouse News

6

NLHF Update

11

Roundhouse Events

15

- Rail Ale 2020
- Social Evenings 2020

Dave Darwin Remembers

23

Historical Corner

27

Money Matters

32

DPS News

18

Volunteers’ Report

36

And Finally...

39

From the Manager

FRONT COVER:
Roundhouse regular 60163 “Tornado” standing
proudly outside the Cafe during its visit in October.
Photo: Alexa Stott

Welcome to the last Barrow
Hill Roundhouse Newsletter of
2019.
To paraphrase the great John Lennon…
“So, another year over, and what have we
done?”

HAVE YOU GOT A MEMORY
OF BARROW HILL IN
STEAM OR DIESEL DAYS?

Well, as always, we have done a lot! The
NHLF investment through the “Moving
Forward” project has seen a huge increase
in the number of visitors to the site and in
particular a large increase in the number
of families and young people alongside our
existing train enthusiast audience.

Do you have photographs of
the depot which we could use in
future issues of the Newsletter?
Please get in touch with Alexa Stott
by post: Barrow Hill Roundhouse,
Campbell Drive, Barrow Hill,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S43 2PR.
Or email: alexa@alexastott.com

design

print

web

As is often the case with change it hasn’t
suited everyone and there have been
some challenges to overcome. However,
in the end we have overcome them and
people have embraced the new era. It is,

signs
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20311 prepares to move into
the HNRC shed for maintenance
following a stint on the Rail
Head Treatment Train.
Photo: Victor Korzienwicz

without doubt, a great step forward for us
and for the future of the Roundhouse in
ensuring its survival and continued success
for many years ahead.

Festival which will be the biggest and
best yet, with some big names helping us
to celebrate, but in August 2020 we will
present to the world a celebration of 150
years of Barrow Hill Roundhouse.

The business side of our operation,
which is what keeps our heart beating,
continues to thrive and grow and it looks
like next year will see even more growth.
Spanish train manufacturer Talgo recently
announced that Talgo UK Limited, its UK
subsidiary, will have its registered office
here at the Roundhouse, which confirms
Talgo’s previously announced intentions to
be part of the economy and success of the
Chesterfield area.

I will be spending the Christmas break
putting together a plan of what the August
event will look like and putting together a
list of exhibits which will be the ultimate
representation of everything that has
happened at Barrow Hill Roundhouse in
the 150 years since it was first opened.
So I look forward to seeing you all at the
Roundhouse next year and hope you will
join me in celebrating the significant year
of 2020.

I often wonder if things can get any better
– every year I say to myself “Surely we
have reached the top?” However, we
already know 2020 is going to be a year
of more huge celebrations. Not only will
we have the 20th Rail Ale Beer & Music

It just remains for me to wish you all A
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Mervyn Allcock, General Manager
December 2019
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
I always seem to have wonderful
news to report and this issue of
the Roundhouse Newsletter is no
different.

In his acceptance speech,
he re-told the story of how
his attempt to save the
Roundhouse came about:

One year ago, in this column, I hinted that
Mervyn Allcock, our founder and General
Manager, was going to be honoured at
Buckingham Palace with an MBE. It is now
my pleasure to report that yet again we
have More Brilliant Evidence of successes to
report. On Thursday 21st November Mervyn
attended a University of Derby graduation
ceremony in the presence of the Chancellor
and Vice Chancellor of the University of
Derby, the Deputy Lieutenant of Derbyshire,
the Mayor of Derby and other guests. Mervyn
was honoured with a Master of Science
honorary degree for his efforts to restore and
conserve Barrow Hill Roundhouse.

“In 1977, aged 12, a great
friend of mine tempted
me into writing down the
numbers off the sides of
locomotives, I had no idea
at first why we were doing
it, but I became hooked, and
here’s a confession, I became
a train spotter! This led to
visiting Barrow Hill which was
on my doorstep, on summer
evenings and Sundays doing
just that.
Who would have thought 40
years later it would have led
to me becoming the General
Manager of Barrow Hill which
is now a vibrant commercial
railway depot which funds
and looks after a fascinating
museum with school visits,
TV shows being filmed
there, host to Jools Holland
concerts - we even had a
Spice Girl perform there!
But not only that; it has also
enabled me to meet a huge
number of fantastic people
and work with institutions
like the National Railway
Museum, work with the
Orient Express, be part of
the Chesterfield Borough
Council team working with
international train builders to

Photo: Alexa Stott
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the safe future of the Roundhouse
will ultimately be.
I would like to thank everyone who
has helped me during the 30-year
journey of saving the Roundhouse.”
As Mervyn always states, this honour
also reflects excellently on us all for
helping and supporting him. It is also
a fantastic promotional opportunity
for Barrow Hill Roundhouse to use
this honour to seek grant funding to
support future activities, including the
re-building of the recently purchased
Half Cab 41708 and the future
reinstatement of the Coaling Stage.
The Coaling Stage feature will be
unique and will be a ‘grand’ fixture
that resonates with memories of
the ‘steam railway age’. Within the
Coaling Stage we hope to incorporate
a STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering & Mathematics) Centre
to further expand the visitor’s
knowledge of the era, particularly
for school visitors, that will go on to
explain the engineering and scientific
details of all the activities that took
place when the Roundhouse operated
as a steam locomotive maintenance
depot.

Photo: Alexa Stott

hopefully benefit the local people and
economy and even drive a full-size
locomotive on the Railway Children
production in London Waterloo
International during its successful
staging there!
But more importantly than what it
has brought me, I am extremely proud
of what Barrow Hill has brought
to other people. A large number of
people are now employed on site, an
excellent team of fantastic volunteers
enjoy their hobby there and it has
become an attraction and a place
to visit which brings enjoyment to
many people, including and most
importantly children, who are the
next generation, and in whose hands

Thank you to all the Trustees,
Members, Volunteers and Staff for all
your hard work this year and have a
fantastic Christmas and New Year. I
am sure that I will have More Brilliant
Endeavours to report in 2020!
Mark Robinson, Chairman
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ROUNDHOUSE NEWS

We once again welcomed 60163 “Tornado” to
the Roundhouse in October. The loco was here for
some light maintenance between rail tours, leaving
on 2nd November and proved once again to be a
popular attraction for our visitors. See page 16 for
more news about this great locomotive!
7th November saw an unusual move at the
Roundhouse as the Deltic Preservation Society
moved a Deltic cab from their depot to the loading
pad in the car park. It was being transported to
Scunthorpe to have some work done on it.
Photos: Dale Holford
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We had another very well attended and successful Barrow Hill
Engine Society AGM on 16th November. Members received reports
of another impressive year for the Roundhouse.
Photo: Bob Burgess

Carlos de Palacio y Oriol, President of Spanish train manufacturer Talgo, is pictured here
with Mark Robinson, Chairman of BHESS, and Mervyn Allcock at the announcement that
Talgo are to locate the registered head office of their UK subsidiary at the Roundhouse.
As advised in previous Newsletters, this is an important relationship for the future!
Photo: John Morris

7

ROUNDHOUSE NEWS
Being a little wicked, I got Dave to drive
20905 around to the HNRC shed. Little
did he know that this was so the lads could
get to work attaching the name plates.
But the hardest part was yet to come...
getting Dave to come to Barrow Hill on a
Saturday!!

A LITTLE BIT OF A DO WITH
NOT ONE BUT TWO DAVE
DARWINS!
Back in September 2018 I came up with
a plan to name a loco after Dave Darwin
for his 80th birthday as well as mark his 65
years’ service on the railway, an amazing
achievement in this day and age.

Roping his wife Jenny into the plan without
giving too much away was pretty difficult
too – she gave me the third degree! Come
the big day and Dave and Jenny turned
up…20 minutes early! I had to get them to
drive around until we had everything ready.
A small group of guests gathered in the
HNRC shed. Dave genuinely had no idea
what was going on; he thought the loco
was going to be named “Worksop Depot”.
The look of shock on both his and Jenny’s
faces made a year of planning completely
worthwhile. He was really moved by it all
and for a brief second was actually lost
for words. A buffet, specially labelled wine,
flowers for Jenny, a delicious cake and the
David Charlesworth picture finished the
presentation off.

I spoke to a few people, who were also
very excited at the idea. Harry Needle
agreed to name one of his engines and the
HNRC staff started fund raising and got
me involved in collecting the money as it
was my idea in the first place. We raised
enough money in a short space of time to
purchase three name plates (two for the
loco and one for Dave to have at home)
and a signed print by David Charlesworth.
Other current and former Barrow Hill
businesses including Rampart, Sheaf
Engineering and Nemesis Rail were all
roped in, as were members of BHESS, DRS
staff and lots of other people who all know
and admire Dave.

Dave and Jenny stand proudly
next to “Dave Darwin”.
Photo: Dale Holford
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Not one but two Dave Darwins!
Photo: Dale Holford

A huge thank you to Harry Needle and
his staff for making an idea over a year ago
come true. And well done Dave Darwin.
Eighty years old, still driving and still adding
to that 65 years on the railway.

man at Grimesthorpe, Sheffield whilst on
loan from my own shed at Barrow Hill.
I have driven the Royal Train but that is
nothing in comparison to having a loco
named after me. From the bottom of my
heart I would like to thank all the people
that made this possible, especially Harry
Needle for making his loco available.
And that was not all; there was a lovely
bouquet of flowers for Jenny for her help
and understanding of my love of all things
railway. Then it was over to the mess room,
a place where I have spent many happy
hours, where a lovely buffet was waiting
complete with a cake decorated with
locomotives and another surprise, a superb
painting of the “Shed” by the celebrated
railway artist David Charlesworth, showing
how it was inside when I started on the
railways all those years ago.

Dale Holford
And from the man himself…
On Saturday 23rd November my wife
Jenny and I were asked by my very good
friend and Roundhouse work mate Dale
Holford to be present in the HNRC shed
at 12 noon. Knowing that Dale is an
aircraft enthusiast we thought a helicopter
might be coming to take us for a ride over
the shed and Springwell branch, a place I
have had so much to do with over my 65
years of railway service.
But no, I had got it all wrong! Inside the
HNRC shed was quite a large crowd of
friends and workmates – and a Class 20
with a name plate covered over. After an
introduction by Dale, I was asked to unveil
the nameplate – “Dave Darwin”. I was
completely speechless, much to everyone’s
amusement. Eventually I was able to thank
everyone and talk about my involvement
with the Class 20s from my first encounter
with them when I went on one as a second

More was to come outside where the
shed’s resident steam roller was fired up
and ready to go, taking me with it. Back
on steam, my first love, who cares about
getting dirty hands!
I feel so humbled that so many people
in the heritage movement and railway
industry wanted to make this happen for
me. I sincerely thank you all.
9

Dave Darwin

ROUNDHOUSE NEWS continued...

On the weekend of 16th and 17th November the Branch
Line Society (BLS) held their AGM and lots of other
activities at the Roundhouse. Their AGM took place in
the Cafe on Saturday, followed by rides around the site
using our 03 and 02 and their carriage “Molly” and then
a talk in the evening. On Sunday a main line charter
“The Roundhouse Rotator” started its journey from
Roundhouse Halt heading for a number of destinations
before returning to the depot late the same day. We
would like to thank the BLS Trustees and Members
for the substantial amount of money that this
event raised for the Roundhouse and the
41808 Restoration Fund.
Photos: Mervyn Allcock
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NLHF UPDATE

We have been slowly coming
towards the end of the NLHF
funded ‘Moving Forward’
project, which has established
a fantastic legacy for Barrow
Hill Roundhouse as a site for
learning and a place for families
to enjoy.

We also repeated our annual Halloween
weekend with volunteers working hard to
set up the Learning Room with terrifying
sounds and moving models. Our Learning
& Access Officers told ghost stories
from the Iron Throne and Natalie and
Donna from Community Growth CIC
transformed the Vulcan steam engine into
a mummified loco. The event was very
popular and children really got involved by
dressing up and making enough slime to
sink a battle ship!

This autumn, we have had the last of
this year’s monthly family events which
have proved very popular. In September,
Railway Magic came to the Roundhouse.
Visitors were able to take part in Harry
Potter-themed treasure hunts, have a go
at playing the ‘glass harp’ and contribute
to a fantastic mural on the wall of the
Roundhouse. We also welcomed some
very well dressed visitors from the local
Steam Punk group, who fitted well into
their surroundings.

The final event of the year, on 7th
December, was our ever popular
Christmas Family Fun Day. We were very
lucky to host Chris Vine, author of the
Peter’s Railway children’s books who did
some demonstrations for our visitors.
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NLHF UPDATE continued...
The Ireland Colliery Band once again filled
the Roundhouse with festive music and
families were able to get involved in making
Christmas crafts in the Learning Room.
The festive feeling has been in the
Roundhouse since the beginning of
December, when Community Growth
held their adult learning workshops here,
making wreaths and Christmas decorations
from recycled metal. Participants had a
wonderful time and went home with some
beautiful creations.You can read more
about the workshops on the next page.
to their enjoyment of the Roundhouse.
Discovery back packs are now available
to borrow from the shop at weekends
with a range of fun activities for all ages
to complete as they explore the site.
Our sensory backpacks will also support
visitors with sensory needs and increase
access to the site for a wider audience.
We have also had our last few school visits
of the year with the local Barrow Hill
nursery children coming to learn about
steam engines and joining in with railway
songs and dances led by our learning team
volunteers and Learning & Access Officer.
We also had a visit from Elton School,
who sent us some wonderful feedback
and showed just how far our Learning
Programme has come: ‘The children were
so excited about their visit and gained so
much knowledge from the day. The visit
proved everything and more I wanted it to
be. It included a perfect mixture of history
and real hands-on activities and I am very
grateful to Grace and the learning team’.
(Jane Cooney, class teacher)

As part of the Learning Programme,
We have been working hard with local
schools and Community Growth to
develop an Arts Award programme for the
Roundhouse. This was trialled successfully
with the local school and we now have a
number of learning groups chomping at
the bit to get involved with the artistic
side of the Roundhouse in the future. In
addition, we are excited to be able to offer
our family visitors extra resources to add

We are so proud of the Learning & Access
programme that we have built over the
12

past three years and are excited to see
what is to come in the future with the
potential of the Roundhouse as a site for
families and learners.

site and learning all about the locos and
turntable our slippers were ready. This was
a truly fantastic experience and left all our
learners with a beautiful pair of made-tomeasure slippers.

None of this would have been possible
without the project team and the
wonderful volunteers who have thrown
themselves into the new events and
learning programme. We said a big thank
you to some of the learning volunteers
in the café with tea and cake and some
emotional farewells to our learning officers,
Grace and Ruthie, who will be moving onto
pastures new in 2020.

“It has been a truly magical experience
taking part in this ancient craft. I love my
slippers and I was over the moon to learn
that all the materials had been responsibly
sourced!”
NATURAL CORDAGE MAKING
This was a great opportunity to share our
love of using what nature provides to craft
with. We went out on walks and identified
the best plant materials to make string.
We decided we would use three different
plant materials and explore the differences
in them. We chose Nettle, Flax and Willow
Herb.We taught participants how to harvest
and process the materials and then a variety
of techniques to make your cordage.

ADULT LEARNING
WORKSHOPS
As part of the NLHF project the wonderful
Donna and Natalie from local charity
Community Growth CIC have been
running craft workshops over the past
few weeks. These two amazing ladies
take inspiration from all sorts of people,
places and materials and the workshop
participants have had the most interesting
and creative of experiences.

“It was a very enjoyable day and left us
feeling like a walk in nature would never
quite be the same and all things in nature
have a use.”
ORIGAMI PAPER WHISTLES
This workshop was created to trial the
creation of the Roundhouse’s very own
origami whistle, inspired by renowned paper
engineer, Rob Ives (www.robives.com). We
used a Cricut machine to cut the basic
components. This was quite a complicated
design and required step-by-step building
instructions. This workshop really challenged
us all and made for some creative licence in
sampling new additions to the whistle. One
of the workshop members modified the
whistle by adding a paper pea. This really left
everyone with a great sense of achievement
and several members even took a spare

FELT FEET
We took our inspiration from master
wool maker Yuli Somme from Bellacouche
(www.bellacouche.com) practicing the
ancient skill of felt making. Our workshop
was all about creating a bespoke pair of
felt slippers. This wonderful process is
very relaxing and has a wonderful feeling
on the skin. We learnt how to take raw
wool and process it with soap and bubble
wrap. We then bound the feet and took
an atmospheric walk around our beautiful
treasure: the Roundhouse. The process
of walking and creating friction is what
makes the felt. After walking around the
13

NLHF UPDATE continued...
template home so they could remake and
improve their creations. We then had a
wonderful tour around the Roundhouse and
met the resident Mummified train, which
the children loved. It was amazing to have
grandparents and children working together
on their project.

ribbon, dried fruit and other festive pretties.
All of this was enjoyed with some Christmas
background music, mince pies and coffee.

“I’ve never been any good at crafting, but
this has really shocked me. It’s about having
the time and opportunity to try it. I’ve
really shocked myself!”

“I never thought this would actually work,
the sound is amazing!”

RECYCLED METAL & WIRE
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
There is something special about re-using
your aluminium drinks can to create
something unique and beautiful.This canfolding origami workshop was extremely
challenging and included some new origami
language! Once everyone had learned
about mountain and valley folds, we were
off. Learning to make an eight point star
was patience-testing but ultimately very
rewarding. On the second and third attempts
the results were looking fantastic. Getting
to know and understand the material and
its limitations were all a part of the day’s
learning. Then we went on to make festive
birds, using a wire former created by some
of our community volunteers.We shaped the
wire around the formers and then stitched
the pieces together to create a truly unique
Christmas decoration.We had several
beautiful coloured wires to choose from and
the participants loved the variety of materials
and colours they could use. Many members
that attended the workshop wanted to book
a space for next year!

PRIMITIVE DRUM MAKING
We created this workshop after a tour
around Clayton Tannery, where we acquired
some fantastic parchment. This was a
primitive drum workshop: we created the
drum base from a clay pot, in this instance
a terracotta plant pot. Animal gut was used
for sewing the parchment to the pot. We
had a wonderful turnout for this workshop,
which was attended by local families from
the village; it was so wonderful to see all
generations working together. The children
all decided to decorate their drums with
paint, feathers and beads.

“I can’t wait for it to dry so I can have a
jam session!”
CHRISTMAS WREATH MAKING
Our wreath making workshop always goes
down well.We love arriving with bountiful
buckets of festive foliage, berries and sparkly
adornments.We started by making willow
rings, bound in moss, to house our beautiful
natural palette of materials. Many members
who joined us had never made a wreath
before and thought it would be very difficult.
However, they all amazed themselves with
what they could achieve.With the room full
of creativity, laughter and Christmas cheer,
this really was a workshop we could have
filled three times over. It was so nice to see
everyone feeling so proud of what they had
created together. Many members also brought

“I have really enjoyed it today! I feel so
proud of my bird! Are you doing these next
year as I would really like to book on!”
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Thank you to Donna and Natalie
for all your hard work putting
these workshops together – we
can’t wait to see what ideas you
come up with next year!

EVENTS

RAIL ALE 2020

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF
RAIL ALE AT RAIL ALE 20 2020
Knowing that 2020 will be the
20th Rail Ale Beer & Music
Festival, the Rail Ale team have
been hard at work for several
months deciding how this land
mark event can be well and truly
celebrated!

20 Y
CELEBRATING

EAR S

Brown, Gil-Scott Heron, Paul Weller, Primal
Scream, Candi Staton and The Fusion
Experience.

As always, the three days of the weekend
before the second May Bank Holiday in
2020 were put in the Roundhouse calendar
even before the dust had settled on Rail
Ale 2019! So make sure these dates go in
the shiny new 2020 diaries and fancy smart
phones that Father Christmas has put
under the tree this year:
Thursday 14th, Friday 15th and
Saturday 16th May 2020
Opening times are 12noon to 5pm and
7pm to 11pm on Thursday and 12noon
to 11pm on Friday and Saturday. Ticket
prices for all sessions will be released on
6th January 2020 and tickets will also go
on sale online on this date, with tickets
available from local outlets from 1st March
2020.

Craig has captivated crowds throughout
the UK. The Maestro of Funk has played
at numerous festivals, probably the most
famous being when he played to over
10,000 people at the world famous Arcadia
and Shangri-La stage at Glastonbury in
2016 and 2019. And now he’s coming to
the Roundhouse – for one night only – on
Thursday 14th May!

The first of our special 20th Rail Ale
celebrations takes place at the Thursday
evening session when we have the first
special guest of Rail Ale 20 2020, the one
and only Craig Charles Funk & Soul Club.
The legendary actor, host and broadcaster
is one of the UK’s most popular funk and
soul DJs. From Robot Wars to Red Dwarf,
Craig has now grounded himself as a funk
and soul icon broadcasting on BBC 6 Music
with their prime time Saturday night Funk
& Soul Show with guests including James

Another treat, especially for those of you
who are Rail Ale regulars, is that Craig
will be supported by the amazing Highway
Child, who have headlined Rail Ale for
the past three years. This soul and blues
band from Sheffield is a main stay of the
Yorkshire music scene, playing many
15

EVENTS continued...
festivals and gigs across the UK. Boasting
a classic rhythm section and a four-piece
brass ensemble, the band’s sound is as big
and as polished as the songs they play.
Moving onto Friday and Saturday and we
are delighted to announce our second
special guest. The Rail Ale steam train
“putting the Rail into Ale” has a very
special star turn for the 20th Rail Ale, the
one and only 60163 “Tornado”. A popular
visitor to Barrow Hill for our steam
galas, this will be a fantastic opportunity
for visitors to get up close to the world
famous locomotive during the Festival.

the incredibly popular Rail Ale Gin Palace
and the Prosecco & Wine Bar, a range
of live music in the marquee and on the
main stage from jazz and brass through to
acoustic, country, funk and soul to rock and
roll and a Food Court offering everything
from pork pies and pizza to hog roast and
pancakes, not forgetting the chocolate,
cheese and even coffee and cakes.

And that’s not all. On Saturday night we
welcome back Sheffield’s most famous
export after Henderson’s Relish and our
third special guest – The Everly Pregnant
Brothers – a power house of parody
fuelled on best bitter, pork pies and
raucous gigs who brought Rail Ale 2019
to a rip roaring close. Their humour and
language is as broad as their lead singer Big
Shaun, which is all part of their charm as is
the sing-a-long nature of their gigs.

More detailed information about this very
special 20th Rail Ale Festival can be found
at www.railalefestival.com.

2020 SOCIAL EVENINGS
Once again Paul Beardsley has done us
proud with a fantastic line up of speakers
for our social evenings in 2020. Thank
you Paul!
For those of you who may not have
attended before – and as a reminder for
those who have - presentations are held
in the Roundhouse Lecture Theatre on
the third Thursday of each month (unless
otherwise specified), with doors opening
at 1900. The presentations usually
commence at 1930 and finish around

Of course the “most atmospheric beer and
music festival of the year” would not be
complete without the 350+ different beers,
the great range of ciders and craft beers,
16

2200. There is plenty of free parking and
light refreshments are available from the
Roundhouse café during the interval.
Admission is £2.00 for Members and
£3.00 for guests.

under British Rail and looks in detail at
the design and reasoning behind the new
locomotives, concentrating on the Class
6 variant. The second half of the show
looks entirely at Hengist, taking in the
current state of progress and also the
latest technologies used in construction.
It also looks at the location of CTL Seal
in Ecclesfield where 72010 is being built.
Information on the project can be found
at www.theclanproject.org.

16th January - Dave Darwin
More of My Time on Steam
Another evening with Dave telling
amusing tales, anecdotes and images
from his railway career in the steam era.
Will also include a look at some of the
images held in the Barrow Hill Archive
Collection.

21st May - Howard Turner
Memories of Sheffield Victoria to
Chesterfield Central
Pictures, tales and anecdotes from
when Howard lived in Renishaw
from April 1958 to August 1960 and
regularly commuted six days a week
from Renishaw Central on the 0825,
a Leicester Central to Manchester
Central train, returning on the 1749
from Sheffield Victoria, a Leicester
Central train calling at all stations except
Belgrave & Birstall, regularly worked by a
Staveley D11.

20th February - John Hunt
Scottish Railways in the Sixties
Predominantly steam but also many
diesel images on lines such as the St
Combs branch and the Speyside and
Mallaig lines. The steam aspect includes
A4s on the three hour expresses,
Beattock, the Waverley route, the Killin
branch, Fife, Dundee, Perth and some of
the Glasgow and Edinburgh sheds.
19th March - Anthony Hicks
Where Would You Like to Go 2?
Anthony returns with another evening for
audience participation. Anthony will offer
a selection of different topics, allowing
the audience to select what they would
like to see. A good choice of wide ranging
subjects portraying Anthony’s interests
and photographic skills will be on offer.

18th June - Chris Booth
The Dukeries Route
A Look at the LD&ECR.
In the days when coal was ‘king’ an
ambitious plan was laid for an east to
west rail route connecting Warrington
to a new dock at Sutton-on-Sea. Grandly
titled the Lancashire, Derbyshire &
East Coast Railway, as history was to
show the line would reach neither
Warrington nor Sutton-on-Sea, with only
the Chesterfield to Pyewipe Junction
section and a branch to Sheffield ever
being completed. Take a look at the selfstyled ‘Dukeries Route’ and its branches

16th April - Chris Jones
72010 Hengist - ‘The Building of a
New Clan’
The first half of the show deals with
how the Standard designs came about
17

EVENTS continued...
through the lenses of photographers
from a period of over 100 years.

Our journey starts at Exeter St David’s
in 1976 with Western Consort and
continues with classes such as 25, 43,
46, 47, 50, 57, 66 and concludes with a
journey to Kingswear on the delightful
Paignton & Dartmouth Steam Railway.
This has meant the addition of some nice
scenic shots on the coast run with gala
weekends with interesting traction such
as 58s and 73s.

16th July - Andy Barclay
Peter Fox Collection - Part 7
Andy returns to show more images from
the late Peter Fox Collection. A general
mix of images from the sixties onwards.
20th August - Martin Bromley
The Favourite Railway Journey of
my Youth
Born in Lutterworth, we look at the
favourite journey of Martin’s youth:
Rugby-Market Harborough-Seaton
Junction-Stamford-Wansford (now
the Nene Valley Railway) and then we
look in at Railworld as we arrive at
Peterborough East.

15th October - Steve Armitage
The Great Railway Time Machine
Presents: WCML Part 1
London Euston to Rugby. Superb and
rare scenes from the L&NWR, LMS and
BR eras in black and white and colour.
Nearly all previously unseen or not seen
for generations. The images have been
digitally restored to pristine glory.

17th September - Gavin Lake
The Sea Wall
Where can you sit with an idyllic
harbour view and a main line railway as a
back drop with a crab platter and a pint,
hear the horn of a train, step forward,
take your photograph and sit back
down?! None other than ‘The Anchor’ at
Cockwood Harbour, Starcross, Devon. It
is situated on arguably one of the most
loved and photographed stretches of the
British rail network between Exeter and
Newton Abbot. During this presentation
Gavin illustrates the opportunities for
wonderful seascape rail images, exploring
the route with a variety of locomotives
and units going about their daily duties.
We visit classic locations such as
Langstone Rock at Dawlish Warren,
Horse Cove near Dawlish, Sprey Point
near Teignmouth and the Teign Estuary.

19th November - Les Nixon
A Look at the Railways of Sri Lanka
(Ceylon)
Images from the seventies when Les
lived in Sri Lanka. Mainly working steam,
including Garretts and steam railcars at
work, not to mention an electric unit
built in the UK. Many of the locos seen
have UK connections. All accompanied
by interesting stories and anecdotes.
17th December
Christmas Social
Wait and see!
Don’t forget to keep an eye on
the Barrow Hill website and
on our Facebook and Twitter
pages for detailed and up-todate information on all our
forthcoming events.
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Class 27 27066 undergoing a
thorough makeover!
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

Picture This. . .

A beautiful steamy sight on a sunny autumn
day at the Roundhouse.
Photo: Alexa Stott

Members of steam punk group
SPAW Lincoln who added a touch of
glamour to our Railway Magic event in
September. Photo: Alexa Stott
Class 26 26007 returned to the
Roundhouse for the winter on 22nd
November following a busy year which
included visits to the Swanage and
Bodmin & Wenford railways.
Photo: Dale Holford

DAVE DARWIN REMEMBERS...

A Near Miss - A Tale from the
Hope Valley Line
I have just purchased a long
awaited book by a good friend
of Barrow Hill, Ted Hancock.
Reading the book reminds me
of a true story which happened
at Chinley during a black-out in
World War Two.
(Editor’s Note: copies of this book are
available to purchase from the Barrow Hill
shop!)

the Fireman, “I’ve just walked on the
platform.” The Driver stood there open
mouthed. The platform was actually the
parapet of the viaduct, which the Fireman
had walked along, keeping a hand on the
side of the loco to feel his way in the
darkness! The coping stones of the viaduct
were no more than 3 feet wide. How
lucky was the Fireman and how would the
Driver have explained the loss of his work
colleague?

A Grimesthorpe (Sheffield) crew were
working a train to Earles sidings and
for the return journey the loco needed
turning. Had it been a Derby 4F 0-6-0 it
could have been turned on the turntable
at Hope station, a short distance down the
line. However, they had a Stanier 8F 2-8-0
loco which was much too long for the
turntable so they had to go light engine to
the triangle of lines at Chinley.

This is a true story. Many years later in
the early 1980s I was telling my Driver’s
Assistant this tale after assisting a failed
train to Earles. We had to take the failed
loco back to Tinsley and the train’s Guard
had asked if he could ride with us rather
than on the cold failed loco. I agreed
and he sat on the Assistant’s seat while
I related the story of the Fireman on
the viaduct. The Guard, a chap coming
up to retirement, sat there listening. My
Assistant thought it was a tall story
until the Guard stepped in and said “It’s
perfectly true. I was the Guard!”

The Guard rode with the crew on the
loco. At Chinley East Junction they took
the Buxton line to Chinley South Junction,
passing on a high viaduct. At the South
Junction, they were held while a train
went past on the main line. The Driver
and Guard were in conversation while
the Fireman decided to alter the lamps
over for the reverse down to the North
Junction by putting red lights on the front
of the loco. When he had completed the
task in the pitch black he returned to the
cab and said to the Driver “I didn’t know
there was a station here?” The Driver
replied “There isn’t.” “Yes there is,” said
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speed equipment were used initially but
were later replaced in 1978 by the more
powerful Class 56s. When the Class 58s
came into service they were also used,
along with the Class 60s. Slow speed fitted
Class 20s and 37s were also used on trains
from Worksop when no other locos were
available. Class 66s were the final locos to
be used.

COTTAM POWER STATION
Cottam Power Station closed in
September 2019 after 51 years’ service,
having opened in 1968. It was one of the
Trent Valley generating stations, designed
to receive coal via the MGR (Merry Go
Round) system of pit to power station
continuously coupled trains, a joint venture
between British Rail and the Central
Electricity Generating Board (CEGB) and
the National Coal Board (NCB).

A crippled wagon siding was installed for
any defective wagons to be placed in and a
replacement wagon picked up to keep the
train wagons up to their full complement
before returning to the colliery for
reloading. The loading was initially 28
wagons, but this rose to 36 as the locos
got more powerful.

The power station was situated on a new
connection in the form of a loop from the
mothballed line from Clarborough Junction
(on the Retford to Gainsborough line) to
Sykes Junction (on the Gainsborough to
Lincoln line). The line had been closed
because of an unsafe bridge over the River
Trent at Torksey.

On Monday mornings when traffic was
light, a trip engine would come from
Worksop, bringing spare wagons and
removing crippled wagons back to
Worksop MGR Depot. Any wagons
which had failed to unload would also be
unloaded by the trip loco.

The new connection left the line just
before what had been Cottam station. An
oil unloading point was installed before
trains reached the two track hoppers,
where coal was discharged automatically
on the slow speed system (½ mph).
Class 47 locos specially fitted with slow

Oil trains came from Immingham via
Lincoln and Gainsborough but had to go to
Worksop to run round in order to access
the power station branch at Clarborough
Junction. Likewise the return journey had
to go to Worksop before returning to
Immingham.

The Cottam buffer stop now
in situ at Barrow Hill.
Photo: Don Cambridge

Initially coal came from most of the pits in
the North Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire
and South Yorkshire coal field, worked by
train crews from Worksop, Shirebrook,
Barrow Hill and Tinsley. Over the years,
as the pits closed, much of the coal came
from Scotland via the Settle & Carlisle as
well as the Northumberland and Durham
mines via the East Coast Main Line. In
its later years, most of the coal was
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imported via Immingham Coal Terminal and
Gladstone Docks in Liverpool.

in the rear cab with the noise of the air
compressors!

The oil terminal was closed in the 1990s
and a bio-mass terminal was built. When
it closed, the buffer stop was not required
and after enquiries were made it was gifted
to Barrow Hill Roundhouse. It now stands
at the end of the platform line in the car
park at Barrow Hill as a reminder of the
part Barrow Hill played in the operational
days of the power station.

On arrival at Renishaw Park Colliery
sidings, the colliery loco would have the 28
wagons loaded and put together. Our loco
would be taken through an empty siding
to be placed at the East end. There the
Guard would have to couple all the wagons
together and pipe them up again. In the
early days the trains ran on the two-pipe
system: red brake, yellow reservoir. It took
him about an hour to get the train ready
and the brakes tested.

THE EARLY DAYS OF MGR WORKING
Barrow Hill Depot was involved very early
on – from 1968 – in what was to become
a very successful method of moving coal
from pit to power station using MGR
wagons. The first wagons were known as
Protos and were loaded at Renishaw Park
Colliery, one of the few that could load this
new type of wagon. Later on many more
collieries had Rapid Loading Bunkers built.

When it was ready, the train would be
propelled out of the sidings onto the
Down Goods before departing down the
Old Road to Beighton and onto the GC
Line to Woodhouse East Junction siding
where a run round took place. The Guard
would hook off and if the Second Man was
agreeable, he would tie on at the other end
while the Guard stayed at the rear to do
the mandatory brake test (brake continuity
test).

The MGRs were air-braked and were
hauled by low-speed fitted Class 47s,
also air braked. This form of braking was
new to us and Guards and Drivers were
given training on them. Locos would be
prepared at Barrow Hill with a three-man
crew: Driver, Second Man and Guard. The
Guard would make sure that he had a fully
trimmed tail lamp and a brake stick.

When all was well we’d whistle up and
the signals would clear away up the Bank
over Brookhouse Viaduct to Kiveton. On
a good dry rail this was no problem but
it was a different proposition in poor
rail head conditions. The Class 47s had
no sanding equipment (some were later
fitted with it) and were only fitted with
ineffective anti-slip devices. By Waleswood,
the train would be struggling at walking
pace and the Second Man would be
walking alongside, placing anything he could
find on the rail to stop the wheels slipping.
Some Drivers found that putting the loco
into slow speed mode at 3mph would keep
the train moving.

The Second Man was in charge of tea
making! It was soon discovered that one
end of a Class 47 – the No 2. cab – was
much quieter than the No. 1 cab, behind
which the two air compressors were fitted.
On air braked trains they never seemed
to stop running, making quite a din. The
wily loco men would turn the locos so that
they were in the No. 2 cab most of the
time, while the Guard would find himself
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House and the wagon doors opened
automatically, allowing the coal to drop
into the hoppers below. It could then be
moved on conveyor belts either direct to
the boilers or to the stock pile. When
the train had left the Hopper House, the
wagons would be inspected by the Tapper
(rolling stock technician) to check the
wagon doors had closed and there were
no other faults with the wagons, such as
broken springs, etc. The Tapper could stop
the train by using an emergency button
so that he could deal with any wagon that
required his attention or put on a Red
Card (Not To Go label). In this case, any
defective wagon or wagons would have
to be detached by the Guard and a spare
replacement picked up.

Once over the top at Kiveton, all was well
again and it would be a fast run down the
Bank to Worksop (the maximum allowed
speed was 45mph). Once past Worksop
it was pleasant countryside all the way to
Cottam and through the new dive-under
the East Coast Main Line at Retford, where
a clear run would be given to get a run at
Welham Bank and through Clarborough
Tunnel to the junction for the Cottam line.
In the early days a stop had to be made
at Leverton crossing for the train crew to
open and close the gates. This was later
converted to an AHB (Automatic Half
Barrier) crossing.
On arrival at the power station, if the plant
was in full operating mode, perhaps two or
three trains would be in front of us and we
might have to wait two or three hours (55
minutes were allowed to empty a train)
but it could take much longer for many
different reasons.

When all was ready for departure,
Thrumpton Signal Box would be contacted,
giving train details and route to destination.
Most trains returning to the Barrow Hill
area brought the train back to Seymour
Junction via Worksop, Creswell and the
Clowne Branch with a run round at
Creswell.

On arrival at the Track Hopper House,
the train’s paperwork would be handed
in and the loco put in ½ mph slow speed.
With the signal cleared to proceed, the
train would be drawn through the Hopper

Dave Darwin

Network Rail Class 97/3 outside
the HNRC workshop, having
arrived for bogie maintenance.
Photo: Dale Holford
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HISTORICAL CORNER NO. 52
life came in 1827 with the passing of his
great uncle, Matthew Botrill, who left
George £30,000 in his will, together with
a large family house at 42-44 Monkgate,
York. George’s first involvement in
railways was in 1833 as the treasurer
for the York Railway Committee, who
firstly proposed a line from York to
Leeds. However, a chance introduction
to George Stephenson at Whitby in
the following year inspired Hudson
to become involved in the promotion
of a much bigger project. Both men
had attended a meeting in support of
the York & Leeds Railway, whereupon
George had immediately purchased 500
shares in the venture with his new found
wealth. This promoted George to the
status of principal shareholder and thus
the spokesman for financial matters.

GEORGE HUDSON, THE
RAILWAY KING
We railway aficionados are
well versed in the noble art
of reciting railway history.
The famous names of the
early pioneers, such as George
Stephenson and Isambard
Kingdom Brunel for example,
readily spring to mind. However,
those other characters who were
perhaps more infamous than
famous are seldom mentioned.
During the rapid expansion of the
nation’s railways known as the “Railway
Mania” (broadly 1836-7 and 1846-48),
some personalities gained reputations
for unscrupulous tactics such as bribery,
false accounting and deceit, or by taking
advantage of “get rich quick” investment
schemes.Yet, all this was justified as being
in the best interests of the numerous
railway promotions and construction
practices of the day. One name which
even today is often referred to in this
latter category is that of George Hudson.

The early railway projects under
Hudson’s influence included the York &
North Midland Railway in 1835, again
with George Stephenson as Chief
Engineer. The Y&NM was later expanded
with an amalgamation of the Leeds &
Bradford Railway. It was convenient
for Hudson that he was the Chairman
of both undertakings! The North
Midland Railway was merged with the
Birmingham & Derby Junction Railway,
together with the Midlands Counties
Railway to create the Midland Railway in
1844, which thus became consolidated
under Hudson’s Chairmanship, a position
which he held until 1849.

George was born on 10th March 1800,
the fifth son in a tenant farming family
living in Howsham, near York. After
leaving school at the age of 15, he
became an apprentice with the firm of
Bell & Nicholson, who were brother and
sister and had a linen drapers’ shop at
1 College Street,York. In 1821 George
married Elizabeth Nicholson, who was
the daughter of one of the partners in
the business. George and Elizabeth had
six children, being five boys and one girl.
The turning point in George’s young

Another of George’s interests was the
York, Newcastle & Berwick Railway,
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created in 1847 by the amalgamation
of the York & Newcastle with the
Newcastle & Berwick. In July 1854, the
York, Newcastle & Berwick Railway
absorbed the Leeds Northern Railway
and the York & North Midland Railway.
This was followed by the Malton &
Driffield Junction Railway joining in
October 1854. All these lines collectively
formed the North Eastern Railway.
George was also Chairman of the
Eastern Counties Railway, serving East
London and the East Anglian counties. A
further merging came with the Eastern
Union Railway to become the Great
Eastern Railway in 1862.

continued...

Parliament in 1845 and was duly elected
as the Conservative MP for Sunderland
from 1845 to 1859. Following this he was
appointed as the Deputy Lord Lieutenant
of Durham. A public subscription to erect
a statue in his honour raised £25,000.
The famous Madame Tussauds waxworks
in London created his likeness for public
adoration. He could call the Duke of
Wellington one of his friends and he had
several audiences with Queen Victoria
and Prince Albert.
In 1845, a national survey of principal
railway shareholders showed that
Hudson held shares to the value of
£319,835. Between 1842 and 1848,
he was involved in the promotion
of no less than 67 different Bills for
railways and rail-served dockyards
laid before Parliament. In this period
he had influence over 1,450 miles of
railways, which was approximately 25%
of the total national network at that
time. This was the peak of the railway
building frenzy. In 1846 alone, 272 Acts
of Parliament had proposed 9,500 miles
(15,300km) of railway routes. However,
not all of these ventures were successful
as the most common cause of failure was
a lack of sufficient funding. The national
economy was buoyant and the banks had
cut back interest rates.

Apart from railways, Hudson was
involved in the development of the
dockyards in Sunderland, which included
a rail-served coal bunkering facility and
an extension for additional shipping
berths to the south of the existing docks.
There were also long-term ambitions
for a residential development and resort
at West Cliff in Whitby. He was also in
partnership with George Stephenson in
the development of coal mines and iron
works at Clay Cross, together with the
lime works at Crich, both in Derbyshire.
At this time, George’s popularity (at
least with the common people) knew no
bounds. Now that he was a millionaire,
his supporters had bestowed upon him
the nickname of the “Railway King” but
his detractors referred to him as the
“Railway Napoleon”. He became the
Mayor of York and served for three
terms in 1837-9. He also stood for

Consequently, investing in government
bonds became unpopular and buying
railway shares seemed to be the
easy answer. This was the peak of the
Industrial Revolution, with commerce
needing an efficient transportation
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system for raw materials, finished
products and skilled workers. Ultimately,
between 1844 and 1846, a total of
6,220 miles (10,010 km) of railway were
operational in Great Britain.

diluting much of the more stringent
financial legislation that the Bill had
originally proposed. It was also said that
he often bribed fellow MPs and offered
railway share certificates in exchange for
political favours.

Much of George’s accumulated wealth
was converted into property and land. In
1845, he acquired a 12,000 acre estate
at Loundesbrough Park, near Market
Weighton from the Duke of Devonshire
for £500,000. Other properties included
Octon Grange near Bridlington, and
Baldersby Park at Ripon. The value of
these various assets were estimated
to be worth £700,000. His wife was
also said to possess jewellery to the
value of £60,000. During the time he
was an MP, he and his family lived at 58
Knightsbridge, London. This property is
today occupied by the French Embassy.

Eventually his misdeeds became his
undoing when investigations revealed
illegal land sales. He was accused of
selling land which he did not own to
the Newcastle & Berwick Railway in
1845. He was also accused of paying
out dividends to shareholders from
the capital funds, instead of income
from earnings. The Prance Report of
April 1849 was probably the last straw.
Robert Prance was a shareholder with
the York, Newcastle & Berwick Railway,
who remarked concerning anomalies
in the annual accounts at a meeting.
He observed that 3,790 shares had
been purchased for the Great North
of England Railway at an inflated price.
The average value of each share was
£31 and 15 shillings each but the price
recorded in the accounts was £35 and
the overpayment amounted to £15,728.
The GNE shares were then sold onto
the York, Newcastle & Berwick Railway
at inflated prices. The name of the
shareholder who benefitted was not
identified but the inference was that
it was Hudson. He had also broken
company law, since he was serving on
the committees of both companies
and controlling financial matters. A
formal investigation was immediately
set up to examine the accounts closely.
A shareholders meeting was soon

In his financial dealings, George was
able to exploit many loopholes in the
legislations of the day. For example,
before 1849 independent auditing of
business accounts was unknown. The
empowering Act of Parliament which
authorised the creation of a railway
undertaking was devoid of financial
constraints and the Act was deemed to
be sufficient in itself.
Matters of finance were entirely the
responsibility of the railway proprietors,
who were only answerable to a simple
voting process from their fellow
shareholders. As a serving Member of
Parliament, Hudson had advised on the
1844 Railway Bill during its progress
through the House and succeeded in
29
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convened to hear the report and, fearing
the worse, Hudson had already tendered
his resignation. It was the beginning
of the end. A group of MPs led by
Francis Charteris was now investigating
allegations that Hudson had been paying
bribes to MPs in exchange for their
votes. In particular, George’s mortal
enemies were George Leeman of the
York, Newcastle & Berwick Railway
and Harry Thompson of the York &
North Midland Railway. By late 1849
Hudson had resigned from all the railway
companies with which he was associated
as more scandal was uncovered.

continued...

What little money he held was ebbing
away and thus a move to more basic
accommodation in Calais followed. The
novelist Charles Dickens met by chance
with Hudson in Boulogne during this
time. The Dickens story entitled “Little
Dorrit” contains a fictional character
named Merdle, who is a crooked
financier and it has been speculated that
Dickins’ inspiration for this comes from
having met with George Hudson.
During 1855-6, Hudson briefly spent
three months in Northern Spain and was
involved in speculation for a metre gauge
railway proposal from Santander to
Bilbao. Although this did not immediately
come to fruition, he returned to Spain
again in 1861-2 to finalise the proposals
but it was to be Hudson’s last railway
project. Construction of the line was
eventually in progress at the time of his
death in 1871.

Three separate law suits against Hudson
followed during 1853 with a total
claim of £70,000. It was estimated that
investors in his schemes had lost a total
of £80 million. In particular, he embezzled
the Eastern Counties Railway to the sum
of £200,000 by paying dividends out of
capital funds. Fortunately for Hudson,
he could not be directly prosecuted for
any acts of fraud. The legislations of the
day assumed that company directors
would always act in their own interests
and corporate fraud went unchecked.
However, civil actions between named
individuals for simple debt were his
undoing. In the 19th century the financial
affairs between individuals were not a
matter for the state to get involved in or
even to regulate.

In July 1865, Hudson had returned to
England with hopes of standing in the
General Election as the MP for Whitby.
This reappearance became his undoing
as he was arrested in Whitby and
imprisoned for three months in York
Castle. He was released in October 1865,
when all his outstanding debts were
settled by George Elliot, a colliery owner.

His remaining friends later contributed
to a fund which gave him and his wife
an annual allowance of £600, this being
He fled abroad in order to escape justice
sufficient for them to relocate to
and spent 20 years of obscurity in France,
London and hopefully live in obscurity.
living a destitute existence, mostly at the
However, any peace was short lived and
Meurice Hotel at Rue de Rivoli in Paris.
he was arrested once again in June 1866,
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spending three weeks in Whitecross
Street debtors’ prison. On being paroled
to visit his lawyer, he absconded back
to Calais. In July 1869 the Lord Mayor
of York raised £6,000 for George from
collections around Yorkshire, together
with assistance from London, Sunderland
and Newcastle. The passing of the
“Abolition of Imprisonment for Debt
Act” in 1870 prevented Hudson from
being pursued further as he was now
in any case penniless except for acts of
kindness from his friends. This change of
events allowed Hudson to safely return
to England and to occupy a house in
London at 37 Churton Street, Pimlico
with his wife and surviving children.

funeral arrangements were paid for by
his friends who had stood by him. The
cortege included a funeral train from
Euston station via Derby and the Midland
Railway route to York. He was buried
on 21st December in the Hudson family
vault at St. Peter’s church in Scrayingham,
Yorkshire, this being the parish church
for his birthplace of Howsham.
Although much maligned in his time for
his financial misdeeds, there is no doubt
today that Hudson did possess some
managerial skills, in particular his abilities
in amalgamating smaller railways into
more efficient joint partnerships and
especially his time as Chairman of the
Midland Railway during its primary years
of expansion.
In 1967 British Railways commissioned
an office block to be built adjacent
to York station and this was named
as Hudson House, since demolished.
The nearby Railway Street in York was
given back its previous name of George
Hudson Street. Sunderland South
Docks (the construction of which he
was principally involved in funding) was
also renamed Hudson Docks following
his death. Perhaps at last he was to be
forgiven for the darker side of his career
and remembered for the periods of
harsh imprisonment, together with the
impoverished self-imposed exile that
had adversely affected his health. Finally,
in atonement George Hudson can now
be acknowledged for his contribution to
railway folklore.

Hudson died aged 71 on 14th December
1871 at the Pimlico residence and
his assets at that time amounted to
less than £200. Notwithstanding, his

Vignoles
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MONEY MATTERS
Further to my report in the
last Newsletter, the Barrow Hill
Engine Shed Society (BHESS)
Financial Statements for the
year ended 31st December 2018
were presented to the Members
at the AGM held in October.

Newsletter, the key items of expenditure
not related to the National Lottery
Heritage Fund project (NLHF – see below)
have been the purchase of the Class 02
diesel shunter D2868 and the employment
of a specialist company to remove and
dispose of asbestos thermal insulating
boarding from one of our carriages. The
asbestos was identified at the beginning
of a refurbishment of the carriage by
members of our excellent volunteer team.

If anyone would like a copy, please contact
me via the Roundhouse and I will email or
post one, as requested. The Statements are
also available on the Companies House
website (https://beta.companieshouse.
gov.uk/) and Charity Commission
website (https://www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/charity-commission) under
‘Find a Charity’.

The significant elements of income during
the period since the last Newsletter arose
from a Gift Aid donation from Barrow
Hill Limited (BHL) to cover the cost of
purchasing D2868 and a quarterly VAT
refund. The period also saw a continuation
in the good returns from membership
subscriptions and general donations.

I am pleased to report that the BHESS
finances continue to be in a healthy
position. Since the Summer edition of the

Now owned by BHESS, D2868
looks splendid in this photo taken
in the Roundhouse earlier this year.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock
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As advised in previous reports, BHESS
was awarded a NLHF grant of £1,170,600
in 2016 to repair, refurbish and develop
the site and our activities. During this
reporting period we spent a further £40k
of that grant.

expenditure without the benefit of being
able to reclaim the funds from the NLHF.
The final tranche of funding is withheld
pending the publication of an independent
evaluation report on the project outcomes,
which is a standard procedure at the end
of any NHLF project.

The key items of the expenditure
included staff wages, a ‘Mobilift’ which will
enable visitors with disabilities to view
locomotives at footplate level, materials
for events and activities, support for adult
workshops, improvements to the museum’s
audio visual systems and additional display
and storage materials for the museum
interpretation.

Being in that situation diminished our
pool of instant access funds, although the
problem was overcome through an interim
withdrawal from one of our deposit
accounts on a no-notice basis thanks to
the understanding and support of the
account-holding bank.
The funding for the NLHF project reaches its
conclusion at the end of the year, by which
time we hope that the evaluation report will
have resulted in our ability to reclaim the
final elements of our expenditure.

The charity is now in the final stage of the
NLHF project and has expended 96% of
the grant. However, we remain in the ‘final
10% phase’ referred to in the previous
Newsletter, which means that BHESS has
recently had to sustain the NLHF-related

Paul Millington
Treasurer

Little & Large - a Class 40
versus a Class 20 bogie.
Photo: Dale Holford
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DPS NEWS
DPS AND SIEMENS MOBILITY
JOIN FORCES
The Deltic Preservation
Society (DPS) has joined forces
with Siemens Mobility whereby
the DPS will provide facilities
for Siemens’ apprentices to
train and learn skills associated
with conventional diesel electric
locomotives and, in particular,
the unique Napier-powered
Deltic locomotives.

55019 “Royal Highland
Fusilier” provides a
stunning backdrop to the
cafe prior to the launch
of the DPS & Siemens
joint venture.
Photo: Paul Bickerdyke/
Rail Express Magazine

Reciprocally, Siemens will be making
available its vast knowledge and workshop
capabilities to the DPS in order to further
the aims of the Society. These may include
overhaul of equipments, such as bogies,
and looking at the potential and feasibility
of returning the DPS’ No. 55019 “Royal
Highland Fusilier” to main line standard.

Courses in the basics of diesel electric
traction will be given by Graham Clarke,
the DPS Electrical Engineer, some oneday and others three-day. Many of the
apprentices attending are not necessarily
from a railway background, hence the
need for a grounding in traction topics

Tony Kornas (left) and Murray
Brown (right) shake hands at
the launch event.
Photo: Paul Bickerdyke/Rail
Express Magazine
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before embarking on furthering their
careers with this major player in today’s
railway business.

DPS in the future and how pleased he
was to be helping the modern traction
heritage sector.

At an event at Barrow Hill Roundhouse,
home to the DPS depot, on 6th
December attended by Siemens’
apprentices, Siemens and DPS officials
and the railway press, Murray Brown,
DPS Chairman, likened the collaboration
to the Third Round Draw in the FA Cup
where the minor league teams often meet
up with the premier teams, except in this
instance both teams will be winners.

The DPS’ sole operational Class
55 Deltic locomotive, 55019 “Royal
Highland Fusilier”, was specially started
up for the event and to mark the
joint venture broke through a banner
welcoming Siemens to the DPS depot.
The event was enhanced by the facilities
– introductions and speeches were made
in the café – which are ideal for such
functions and the catering was excellent,
creating a great image for everyone
present. The DPS would like to thank
Mervyn, Simon and Dale, not forgetting
the cafe team, for their involvement in
staging this event.

Tony Kornas, Head of Engineering for
Siemens Mobility, outlined how pleased
his company was to be involved and
how beneficial these training courses
will be to newcomers to Siemens as
they progress their careers. He also
recognised the opportunities for the

Murray Brown
DPS Chairman

55019 “Royal Highland
Fusilier” breaking a
ceremonial banner as it
enters the DPS depot.
Photo: Paul Bickerdyke/
Rail Express Magazine
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VOLUNTEERS’ REPORT
Unfortunately I have not
been able to get down to the
Roundhouse as much as I would
have liked this year due to
various family commitments and
illness but in one respect it has
made it easier to see the great
improvements that are being
made at the Roundhouse with
everyone’s help.

absolutely brilliant; it will give them a break
occasionally. The Learning team have been
doing a grand job throughout the year and
I am sure you will all continue to do so
moving forward.
The beginning of 2019 was quite slow in
the recruitment of new volunteers but we
have had quite a few enquiries during the
latter half of the year, some of whom I am
still awaiting replies from and are therefore
currently in the system.

I have managed to attend a few events
whilst on grandparent duty and it has been
great to see so many volunteers getting
involved in them.

Next year is a very special year for the
Roundhouse so it will be very much a case
of watch this space! Keep an eye open on
the website and for emails to see what will
be transpiring during the year for events,
activities and work that you can join in to
make the year go well for everyone!

I would like to take this opportunity to
extend a warm welcome to our new
volunteers. It was nice to meet you
at your inductions and I hope you will
continue to enjoy your time volunteering
with us at Barrow Hill, enjoying the roles
you have decided to take on.

Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year to you all!
Sandra Crawley, Volunteer Co-ordinator

I am sure some of you will be looking
forward to the winter shutdown, especially
the engineering team, when you’ll be taking
on some of your planned maintenance and
other work that requires doing over the
winter weekends when the Roundhouse is
closed to the public.

Good news; the PMV has finally
been finished and moved off shed.
We will be doing some “fitting
out” when the summer weather
comes around in 2020 (we hope).

The mobile engineering wagon was looking
great when I saw it the other weekend. A
big well done to all those involved in its
resurrection! I understand that the next
project is the one of the coaches, which
was on the workshop road when I came in
at the beginning of November.

Work has now started on our next
project, the Mk 1 coach I reported on
in the last Newsletter. Unfortunately,
during the upholstery removal, it was
discovered that under the seats, where
the steam and electric heating elements
were installed, everything was insulated
with asbestos sheeting. So obviously a
stop was put on the work immediately.
At this point the carriage was still sitting
in the Roundhouse Halt platform up
to the buffer stops so quotes were

The Shop team is expanding slowly but
surely, which is a great help to Alexa and
all those on the rota as it means that the
shop can be open more often without
relying on the regular few who have been
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The rest of the team then set about with
primer paint, undercoat and gloss to make
them more durable in the winter weather.
As they are quite heavy pieces of kit, they
then had to be transported by rail and
re-fitted.
obtained and the asbestos removed
by specialist contractors before the
carriage could be worked on again. It
is now on the Volunteers’ corner road
in the shed where it will be receiving
attention to the compartment wood
work and flooring. The body work in
places will need a lot of TLC before it
can be repainted. The safety critical
components such as the brake rigging
and cylinders will also need to be
removed for careful attention.

Attention has also been paid to our
shunting locos, which have been serviced
and had new brake blocks fitted.
On 23rd November the volunteer team
did a great job showing a party of about
40 from Taiwan Railways around the
Roundhouse. They are looking at the
UK’s railway heritage operations with a
view to doing something in their own
country. They had started at the National
Railway Museum at York and had also
been to Shildon. They went on to see
the Ecclesbourne Railway at Wirksworth
the following day. All credit to our
volunteers for making them welcome, as
they stayed for the whole day from 0930
to after 1500 and they were all very
impressed.

The frost protection cabinets that were
put on the Servicing Road water points
installed for the East Midlands Trains
contract last year proved to be inadequate
as far as space and lagging were concerned,
so our joiner Frank has been busy remaking them with thicker lagging and
better access doors.

Don Cambridge

The removal of the asbestos was
undertaken by a specialist contractor.
Photos: Mervyn Allcock
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VOLUNTEERS’ REPORT continued...
Congratulations to James
Woodland, one of Barrow Hill’s
younger weekend volunteers,
who recently applied for a threeyear Mechanical Engineering
Apprenticeship at the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway
(NYMR).

James who now has his sights set on
driving both diesel and steam at NYMR
and becoming a qualified driver.

His CV fitted the bill not only due to his
existing engineering qualifications but also
because of his volunteering at Barrow
Hill and the knowledge and experience
passed on by the other volunteers.
James was shortlisted for interview
from thirty applicants. He was confident
and enthusiastic at the interview and
was offered the apprenticeship based
at Grosmont Shed. He will be studying
for an NVQ 3/4 Mechanical Engineering
qualification at Middlesbrough TTE
Technical Institute.

From the NYMR website:

His appointment has been publicised on
the NYMR website as helping to secure
the future of the railway operation and was
also featured in the Daily Telegraph and
Whitby Gazette.

Chosen from more than 30 applicants,
Finn and James stood out because of
their previous commitment as volunteers
during which time they gained valuable
experience. Together they will develop and
enhance their skills helping maintain the
Charity’s historic engines and carriages,
with the guidance and support of its team
of professional engineers. John Bailey,
NYMR Trust Chairman, said: “These
landmark first apprentice appointments
are exciting evidence of our commitment
to the NYMR’s future. Our staff and
volunteers look forward to working with
them passing on vital engineering skills and
experience to another generation.

Many thanks to all at Barrow Hill for
the encouragement and guidance given
to James. Special thanks to Paul Gee for
his instruction on driving the 03 shunter.
The video taken of this was shown at his
interview and impressed the interview
panel. Thanks also to Mervyn for his
support and supplying a reference for

From everyone here at the
Roundhouse, well done James and
good luck in your future career.

AND FINALLY
MIKE PEART FILM ARCHIVE

THE BARROW HILL
CROSSWORD
Unfortunately, due to other
commitments, “ClayCrossChris” has
not been able to produce a crossword
for this Newsletter. We hope normal
service will be resumed in 2020 when
the answers to the last crossword #3
will also be published.

In the last Newsletter I shared some
fascinating correspondence from Mike
Peart of Sheffield who was involved in a
project at the National Railway Museum
in York with their Film Archive of Railway
Signalling & People (FARSAP).
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AND FINALLY continued...
The results of five years of filming has
resulted in over 100 edited films from all
round the country of signalling buildings,
people, practices and equipment, all free
to view on the FARSAP website www.sr-s.org.uk/farsap. Michael also shared
some photos he had taken of London
Midland Region steam during 1961 and
1962. He has now sent me some more
photos which I hope you will enjoy.

Fowler 2P 4-4-0 number 40597 heads a
depressing line-up of more of the class at
Hurlford (Kilmarnock) in 1961.
Photo: Mike Peart

Crewe South “Jinty” number 47467 with what
looks like a parcels train at Crewe in 1961. Some
wag had chalked “Midday Scot” on the loco’s
tank! Photo: Mike Peart

Stanier 8F number 48431 on the up relief line at Didcot with an unfitted freight in 1962. This loco was
one of the 80 which were built at the GWR Swindon Works during World War Two. She was briefly at
Royston shed before being transferred to the Western region at Bristol. After withdrawal this loco spent
eight years at Barry before being saved. She’s now to be found at the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway.
Photo: Mike Peart
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AND FINALLY continued...
We’ve had several lovely emails
since the last Newsletter, a couple
of which I wanted to share with
you. First up is an email from Life
Member Carole Bassett:

rescued this plan from the fire! It is clearly
dated 1862 so your Collections Team may
also be interested.
Best Wishes, Carole Bassett
Daughter of Granville Lesley Buxton,
always called Les at work.
Dad died on 25th August 2018.

Hi Alexa,
I do have lots of memories and a few
photos which I shall dig out. My Dad
worked at Barrow Hill, man
and boy, from 1942 until 1973
when he transferred to Tinsley
Motive Power Depot.
This may be of interest to you
and I can bring the original for
you to look at but hope you
can see the detail from the
photos attached. Apparently,
the contents of an old drawer
in the manager’s office were
being thrown away and Dad
And this email was sent
to Mervyn by Richard
Lindsey following a
group visit:

Members of Scarsdale Probus
Club had a great time this
morning. Thank you. Please
also pass our thanks to your
team. I am also told that
three youngsters are unlikely
to sleep tonight. They think I
fixed the ride on the turntable,
but I’ve told them it was you.
Grandmother and Mother cannot
believe what they learnt. So from
Benedict, Benjamin and James,
“Thank You”.
For the record, I attach the group
photograph (see photo right).

Photo: Richard Lindsey

Don’t forget YOU can also be part of this
Newsletter.
We welcome all contributions – big or small –
photographs, a special memory of bygone days,
your thoughts on articles from other contributors,
a review of one of our events. Just send me an
email at alexa@alexastott.com or drop me a note
via the Roundhouse Office. Alexa Stott, Editor
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Freightliner locos 66592
and 66589 seen here on
11th September when
they brought several
wagons requiring wheel
changes onto site from
the main line.
Photos: Dale Holford

A beautiful reflective photo to bring this last Barrow Hill
Newsletter of 2019 to a close. Roundhouse resident 08879
approaches the Gun Club crossing from the Springwell branch.
Photo: Dale Holford

