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From the Manager

FRONT COVER:
41708 basks in the sunshine on the Garden road
shortly before the announcement confirming its
purchase by the Roundhouse.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

Welcome to the Barrow
Hill Roundhouse Summer
Newsletter.

2019 has been a fantastic year so far
with great progress being made again in
all areas and some fantastic times had
by all.

HAVE YOU GOT A MEMORY
OF BARROW HILL IN
STEAM OR DIESEL DAYS?

The commercial business continues
to be strong, which keeps the roof
above our heads. We are in discussions
with a number of new customers who
would bring a continued increase in the
professional look of the site as well as
the required investment and cash flow
to keep all areas of the site afloat.

Do you have photographs of
the depot which we could use in
future issues of the Newsletter?
Please get in touch with Alexa Stott
by post: Barrow Hill Roundhouse,
Campbell Drive, Barrow Hill,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S43 2PR.
Or email: alexa@alexastott.com

design

print

web

This commercial income in turn enables
the museum side to flourish and, as I
have said before and I make no excuse

signs
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The calm before the storm. All set up
and ready to go for Rail Ale 2019.
Photo: Stuart Bradbury

it open and flourishing over the last 30
years. We are at the very beginning of
the planning stage but hope to attract
some interesting and relevant exhibits
and people. You’ll hear more of this in
due course.

for repeating myself, the museum
experience and interpretation is the
best it has ever been. The increase in
visitor numbers is testimony to that.
With Alexa managing the shop with
her fantastic band of shop volunteers
and Vicky and her café team, we have
also seen a great improvement in
appearance and efficiency of our front
of house experience.

2020 also marks the 20th year of the
Rail Ale beer and music festival and
again there are plans afoot to celebrate
this event and make it the best yet.

Now on to next year…

So there are exciting times ahead and
I hope many of you, even those who
aren’t able to get to the Roundhouse as
frequently as you would like, will start
to make plans to join in next year’s
celebrations.

2020 will see the 150th anniversary of
the opening of the Roundhouse by the
Midland Railway in August 1870. It is a
landmark we should certainly celebrate
and we are planning to do so in August
2020!

Cheers!

It is not only a landmark for the
building but also for all of us and the
contribution we have all made to keep

Mervyn Allcock, General Manager
August 2019
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
I announced in the last
Newsletter that we had a
contract to purchase 1880 Half
Cab 41708 on behalf of Barrow
Hill Engine Shed Society. The
purchase of the 139-year-old
veteran was completed on 5th
June 2019.

Graham Mimms of the 1708
Locomotive Trust (left) and Mark
Robinson, Chairman of BHESS,
shake hands on the deal to sell
41708 to the Roundhouse.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

In order to legally complete the sale,
there was an asset purchase agreement
signed with the 1708 Locomotive
Preservation Trust Limited along with a
Deed of Release which ensured that all
claims were discharged and ownership
passed to Barrow Hill.

identity to 41708 when the locomotive
passed into the ownership of British
Railways in 1948. By the time it arrived at
Barrow Hill in 1947 only 72 of the original
185 locomotives remained in service.
By 1961 there were 11 class members
and the last five, including 41708, were
withdrawn in September 1965. The class
only lasted as long as this because the
Midland Railway had signed a contract
in 1866 to provide shunting engines
to Staveley Works for 100 years. This
prevented disposal until 1966.

Now that the purchase of 1F 47108
has been completed, Barrow Hill’s first
objective will be to have the locomotive
fully assessed by industry specialists with
a view to returning it to steam as soon
as possible in order to restore this key
important historical asset.We will be
seeking grants and undertaking fund raising
activities for the restoration which we
aim to begin by 2020 which marks the
150th Birthday of the Roundhouse.The
remarkable story of the Roundhouse
has produced another chapter and our
intention is to fully record all the stages in
the process in order to produce a historical
testimony.We will also provide regular
updates on the Roundhouse website.

41708 is the only Class 1F to have been
preserved. It spent the early years of its
‘retirement’ at Worth Valley Railway and
the Midland Railway Centre, Butterley,
then at the Swanage Railway and other
locations including the Forest of Dean.
When the Roundhouse re-opened its
doors to the public in July 1998, 41708
was the star of the show, emerging from
the shed to give visitors brake van rides
up and down the yard.

The Class 1F locomotive was designed
by Samuel Johnson, Chief Mechanical
Engineer of the Midland Railway from
1873 to 1903. Used for hauling freight,
shunting and limited branch line passenger
work, 185 of the class were built in Derby.
This particular locomotive was built in
1880, numbered 1418. It was rebuilt
about 20 years later and re-numbered
1708. It underwent another change of

The locomotive made several visits
between 1998 and 2002 and returned
to its home shed on a permanent basis
in 2004 where it has remained on
display ever since. It is one of only two
4

Railway Terrace houses in the Roundhouse
car park. In May we had the World War
One Peace Event with plenty of things
for the children including Edwardian toys,
games and dressing up, medal making and
peg soldier or doll painting.

locomotives which worked at Barrow Hill
which have been preserved. The other
Barrow Hill survivor is a diesel shunting
engine, Class 10 D4092, which is also at
Barrow Hill. This planned restoration is
one of the last two pieces of the jigsaw for
the 1960s recreation of the Roundhouse,
the other piece being the restoration of
the Coaling Stage.

In writing this I realise that there are so
many more events to report: Chesterfield
Symphony Orchestra, Science Fun Days,
Mini Professors... Merv and I will provide
a full review of the year at the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) to which all
Members are invited on Tuesday 8th
October 2019. Lunch will be provided
from 12.00noon and the AGM will start
at 1.00pm. I look forward to seeing you
there to celebrate a very successful year.
Mark Robinson, Chairman

We have had an incredible array of
activities at the Roundhouse since the last
Newsletter and I summarise just a few here.
Again, we hosted “the most atmospheric
beer and music festival of the year”. There
were over 350 beers and for music lovers
there was a fabulous range of live music
including the very popular Everly Pregnant
Brothers! We once again carried out a
number of archaeology digs on the West

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of Barrow Hill
Engine Shed Society will be held at Barrow Hill Roundhouse on Tuesday
8th October 2019 at 1.00pm for the following purposes:
1. Opening and welcome by the Chairman (Professor Mark Robinson).
2. Minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting held on 27th September 2018.
3. To receive the company’s financial statements for the year ended 31st December 2018,
including the Trustees Report and the report of the Independent Examiner.
4. To elect trustees. The trustee retiring by rotation is Robin Oxborough and he has indicated
his willingness to be reappointed. To ratify the appointment of Clive Jarrad as trustee.
5. Any Other Business that may be transacted at an Annual General Meeting.
Informal Business
1. Report of the Company Secretary (Mervyn Allcock).
2. Report of the Membership Secretary (Martyn Brailsford).
3. General discussion led by the Chairman.

By order of the Trustees, Mervyn Allcock, Company Secretary, 13th August 2019
Registered office: Barrow Hill Roundhouse Railway Centre, Campbell Drive, Barrow Hill, Staveley, Chesterfield, S43 2PR
Proxies: A member of the company entitled to attend and vote at the Annual General Meeting may appoint a proxy to attend, vote
(not on a show of hands) and speak instead of him or her. The form of proxy must be in accordance with the company’s Articles of
Association and deposited at the company’s registered office at least 48 hours before the date and time of the Annual General Meeting.
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GIFT AID
For those that are unaware Gift
Aid is a UK HMRC tax incentive
that enables individuals to give
to charities such as Barrow Hill
Engine Shed Society, and is a
valuable additional source of
revenue to us.

looking at previous years many members
appear to have inadvertently omitted to
give permission or to indicate their tax
eligibility. So that we can ensure we are
claiming 100% of our entitlement from
HMRC, in the coming months we may be
in touch with you to confirm your Gift
Aid status for the 2018 financial year.

We are able to claim from HMRC an
additional 25% of paid membership fees
and donations where UK taxes are paid by
that donor and where permission has been
duly given.

Remember, if we don’t positively have your
permission, we cannot claim. You could
be helping the Roundhouse raise more
valuable funds at no cost to yourself.
Clive Jarrad,Trustee

Barrow Hill Roundhouse would like
to thank all those members who have
permitted Gift Aid to be collected
on their membership fees. However,

During a pause in a shunt on a very wet day, a
look back towards the Roundhouse reveals four
class 20s at rest, just as it used to look in the
1980s. Photo: Mervyn Allcock
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ROUNDHOUSE NEWS
On 20th August DRS class 37s 37401 and 37059
arrived to collect class 20s 20302, 20303 and
20305. The 20s were being taken to Crewe to
be prepared for their work on the Rail Head
Treatment Trains this autumn.
Photos: Dale Holford
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ROUNDHOUSE NEWS
Work to improve the site continues
throughout the year. In June 2019 TGB
Construction were contracted to
undertake reinforcement works to
the coaling stage adjacent to the
new commercial sidings.
Photo: Dale Holford

The sale of 41708
even made it into the
Yorkshire Post, where
it was spotted by
BHESS Trustee Paul
Beardsley.
Photo: Wake Smith
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Above: 10th June 2019 saw GBRF class 50
50049 bringing back Deltic 55019 Royal
Highland Fusilier to the Deltic Preservation
Society depot.
Left: On 3rd July DC Rail 56103, accompanied
by 56091 and 33035, came to take away four
of the HNRC class 20s for the ELR Summer
Diesel Gala - a most impressive convoy!
Below: The Belmond British Pullman
visited the depot for servicing on 5th June,
followed by the Northern Belle (seen here)
on 7th and 8th June. All three trains were
bringing visitors from around the UK to the
Chatsworth Annual Flower Show.
Photos: Dale Holford
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ROUNDHOUSE NEWS continued...

On 14th July, by prior arrangement,
nearly 50 vehicles from the Clowne & District
Motor Club paid a visit to the Roundhouse.
There was a very interesting range of vehicles on
display outside the cafe. The visitors were also
treated to brake van rides top and tailed by class
03 and class 07 shunters.
Photos: Mervyn Allcock

set to work. He has been quietly beavering
away since the beginning of the year, bringing
home-raised plants and seedlings from his own
greenhouse and improving the soil with compost
where he can. The results are amazing and as
the plants mature over the next few years, it will
once again become a very attractive part of the
Roundhouse site. Photos: Alexa Stott

The Roundhouse end of the coaling stage was
heavily disturbed during the works to create the
two sidings for East Midlands Trains to use during
the Derby re-signalling project in 2018. Once the
path and fence had been re-established and the
volunteers had laid down sleepers to retain the soil
(well most of it is actually ash and cinders!) on the
bank, Alan Hall, one of the weekend volunteers,
10

David Charlesworth, Sabina Aucock, Anne
Exford, Sharon Beedall and Ann Johnson
at Barrow Hill.

Society Member, professional artist and
good friend of Barrow Hill Roundhouse
David Charlesworth GRA, organised a
group of five artists from the Chesterfield
Art Club to have a drawing and painting
day at Barrow Hill on Sunday 7 July.
None of group had ever been to the
Roundhouse before or even seen a locomotive
shed, nor had they ever considered railways as
a subject, so the whole day was a totally new
experience – though some did need convincing
beforehand that preserved railways was not all
about “rusty trains”.The warm welcome by Alexa
Stott, and her introduction to the workings of
the Roundhouse was really appreciated.There
was great surprise at the high standard of the
facilities and the cafe was well patronised.
Blessed with a beautiful warm and sunny day
there was ample opportunity to check out a
wide range of subjects and locations. Other
Roundhouse visitors enjoyed watching and
talking to the artists as they worked which
further enhanced their visit. Everyone had
a wonderful time and want to repeat the
experience and perhaps bring their families for
a normal visit. David is now hoping to persuade
more Art Club members to attend the next one.
Photos: David Charlesworth
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Ann Johnson, Sharon
Beedall and Anne Exford.

Sabina Aucock of the
Chesterfield Art Club.

ROUNDHOUSE NEWS continued...

Barrow Hill depot is being used as part of
very exciting and innovative project testing a
brand new type of ground penetrating radar
equipment. Although still in the early stages,
if proved to be as good as the project team
think it is, it will be hugely beneficial in many
industries, particularly railways.
Photos: Mervyn Allcock
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Trustees of the 1708 Locomotive Trust on
the occasion of the official handover of
ownership of the loco to Barrow Hill.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

On 28th August
GBRF class 47s
47739 and 47727
arrived at the
Roundhouse to
take Deltic 55019
Royal Highland
Fusilier to the
Nene Valley.
47739, seen here,
was resplendent
in its new colours.
Photo: Dale
Holford
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EVENTS
RAIL ALE 2019
Rail Ale 2019 kicked off with a real disco
floor pleaser as we welcomed the UK’s
#1 ABBA tribute band, ABBA Revival, to
the Roundhouse on the first night of Rail
Ale 2019. And it just got better and better
with fantastic performances from headline
act the Dukes of Pork and festival regulars
Highway Child before Sheffield’s most
famous export after Henderson’s Relish
– the Everly Pregnant Brothers – brought
Rail Ale 2019 to a raucous, fabulous close
on Saturday night.

Triple Point Brewery, winners of
Champion Beer of the Festival.
Photo: Alexa Stott

It was standing room only in the marquee
on Saturday afternoon as Ashover Brass
Band entertained visitors aged 0 to 80+.
The Rail Ale train carried hundreds of
people, enjoying the sunshine, and the Food
Court vans did a roaring trade in burgers,
pizzas and jerk chicken, to name just a few.

they were worthy winners. And there were
at least another 349 other beers to go at
over the three days, not to mention the
cider, gin, prosecco and wine. It really was
a three-day party with thousands of people
enjoying a day and/or night at the Festival.
We welcomed back some regulars and
also many who had never been to Rail Ale
before. It really was a case of Rail Ale being
the place to be – and many people were
promising to return for next year’s event
with the dates already firmly in the diary!

As to the beer, well wow! Winner of this
year’s Champion Beer of the Festival was
Triple Point Brewery from Sheffield with
their Nekter beer. A relative newcomer to
the real ale scene in this part of the world,

We are now looking forward to Rail
Ale 20 in 2020, taking place on 14th,
15th and 16th May. Get the dates
in the diary – if you thought Rail Ale
2019 was amazing, you are going to
be blown away by our 20th birthday
celebrations!
14

pieces such as Orient Express Waltz by
Richard Rodney Bennett, Copenhagen
Steam Railway Gallop by Hans Christian
Lumbye, Coronation Scot by Vivian Ellis
and Puffin’ Billy by Edward White.

SYMPHONY IN THE SHED
After the noise and excitement of Rail
Ale, events took a much more sedate
turn on the evening of 9th June when we
were delighted to host the Chesterfield
Symphony Orchestra for the first, but
hopefully not last, time.

The audience was unanimous in its
approval of the event and we have received
many requests for a repeat performance,
so watch this space as we start to plan
those 2020 celebrations!

Once again the Roundhouse building
demonstrated its wonderful acoustic
design – those clever Victorian engineers
must have known this might happen one
day! – and the sounds of this very talented
orchestra could even be heard in Barrow
Hill village, much to the delight of several
people who posted on our Facebook page.

Symphony in the Shed.
Photo: Clive Jarrad

In a nod to the unusual venue, the theme
was very much about railways, including
Chesterfield Symphony Orchestra
warming up for a summer evening
of classical favourites.
Photo: Alexa Stott
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EVENTS continued...
ROUNDHOUSE SCIENCE DAY
On 17th August we held our second
Science Day of the year. These events are
becoming more and more popular with
families and children of all ages enjoying
the activities on offer. We were delighted
to welcome the Mini Professors with their
workshops on a variety of themes including
bubbles, chemical reactions and electricity,
all of which were very well attended.
Our volunteers also got stuck in with
science experiments of their own and
helped visitors investigate the nooks and
crannies of the Roundhouse with jumbo
sized magnifying glasses. There were plenty
of other activities, including the virtual
reality goggles which were a great hit with
some of the older children.
The new family activity ruck sacks – available
from the shop for a small refundable deposit
and full of ideas for family visitors – were also
trialled for the first time and received very
positive feedback.

STILL TO COME…
The end of the summer
holidays does not mean
the end of the events
programme. Still to come on
21st September is Railway
Magic when visitors are being
encouraged to come and
enjoy the magic of railways at
the Roundhouse, dressed as
their favourite witch or wizard.
There will be enchanted
workshops with Grimm & Co.,
music making and the creation
of a giant mural.
The two-day Halloween
event will take place on

26th and 27th October
with visitors getting into
the spirit of things with
their spooky costumes and
prepared to be terrified by
the special welcome planned
by our dastardly volunteers.
Activities will including
making manic masks and
squidging your own slime!
The final event of the year
will be the ever popular
Christmas Family Day, taking
place on 7th December.
More details of this will be
available soon but do put this
date in your diaries.
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The Thursday Social Evenings
will continue right through
until December as well,
with the final evening of the
year taking place on 19th
December. The Roundhouse
will then close for a well
deserved winter break,
reopening in March 2020.
Don’t forget to keep
an eye on the Barrow
Hill website and on our
Facebook and Twitter
pages for detailed and upto-date information on all
our forthcoming events.

MONEY MATTERS
donations, along with a quarterly VAT
refund.

The BHESS Financial Statements for the
year ended 31st December 2018 were
received recently from the accountants.
They show that the funds held by Barrow
Hill Engine Shed Society (BHESS) continue
to be healthy and well placed to meet
its reserves policy. At 31st December
2018 overall funds totalled £1,231,783
(£1,205,584 at 31st December 2017).

Key items of expenditure during the period
arose from a significant spend on sheet
piling to reinforce the coaling stage (which
had started to collapse) and the erection
of fence hoarding near the electric gates to
improve that area and hide the spares and
other engineering items stored by tenants.

Of that total, £520,880 comprised
unrestricted funds and £710,903 restricted
funds (compared with £451,645 and
£753,939 at 31st December 2017). The
restricted funds referred to above are,
as the term implies, funds whose use
is restricted to a specific purpose, for
example grants, the majority of which
during the year arose from the National
Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) award
(clarified later in this report).

A large proportion of expenditure
continues to arise from the NLHF project,
which for this period amounted to almost
£35,000. The NLHF grant, approved in
March 2016, was £1.176 million to repair,
refurbish and develop the site and our
activities, in order to broaden our audience.
The project finishes at the end of 2019 and
currently BHESS is on target to complete
on time and within the grant total. Close
to 93% of the grant has now been spent
and BHESS remains in the ‘final 10% phase’
during which repayment of our expenditure
is suspended pending delivery of a project
evaluation report, which is due in October.

The Financial Statements document was
approved by the trustees at the latest
Council of Management meeting, which
means that the accounts can now be
submitted to Companies House and the
Charities Commission – well ahead of
the 30th September deadline. If anyone
would like a copy, please contact me via
the Roundhouse and I will email one.
Alternatively, I will provide the document at
the AGM on 8th October by prior request.

Turning to financial plans, the purchase
of 41708 has been covered elsewhere in
this Newsletter. The purchase was funded
from the grant aid due to BHESS during
this period. The amount of any further
expenditure on 41708 will depend upon
inspection results. In the meantime, funds
have recently been approved by the
trustees for the purchase of a 02 diesel
shunter, with an expected transaction date
later this quarter. The privately owned
Roundhouse-based shunter has recently
been overhauled and repainted. It will
provide a vacuum-braked vital operational
back-up for our 03 shunter, which is
currently in need of some maintenance.

Bringing the finances up to date, the
BHESS funds continue to be in a healthy
position and remain adequate to cover
operating costs. In terms of income during
the period since the last Newsletter, the
major deposits to the bank arose from the
annual gift aid from Barrow Hill Limited
(arising from its profits in 2018) and a
repayment of expenditure from the NLHF;
more on both of these items follows. The
period also saw good returns in the form
of membership subscriptions and general

Paul Millington
Treasurer
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SHOP NEWS
The Shop volunteers have been
working very hard to support
the events that have taken place
so far this year and we are now
preparing for a busy few months
up to the end of the year and
Christmas - it’s not that far
away!
Those who have not been in recently to
take a look at the range of items we now
have available should certainly make a
point of coming in before Christmas.
There are lots of gifts to suit all ages
and pockets. From Lateness Gauges
and railway bears to 2020 calendars and
Thomas the Tank Engine hat and scarf
sets and much, much more – and of
course all the profits go towards the
upkeep of the Roundhouse.

18

From brass bands to 70s rock - Rail Ale 2019 served a range of entertainment to suit
all ages and tastes. Ashover Brass Band and ABBA Revival were just two of the acts
that entertained the crowd this year.
Photos: Alexa Stott

Picture This. . .

On several evenings during the course of the year, with
historically accurate and atmospheric choreography from
Neil Cave and his Timeline Events team, the Roundhouse is
transformed from sometimes chilly and certainly quiet shed to
vibrant working depot. Not only do these events bring in vital
funds for the Roundhouse but the photographs that result from
them give a glimpse of what the Roundhouse was like in its hey
day. With many thanks to the photographers who have attended
Neil’s photographic sessions, over the next few Newsletters we
are sharing some of their work.
Photo: Ian Sykes

Above: A herd, a flock, a parliament or just shunter gatherers? 02003, D2868 and the Drewry with Butler
Henderson supervising proceedings! Photo: Dale Holford
Below: Jubilee Class 45596 Bahamas takes water on the Platform line at Barrow Hill on 11th June. Dave
Darwin has written in more detail about this visit on the facing page. Photo: Mervyn Allcock

DAVE DARWIN REMEMBERS...

Bounty On The Line

One of the earliest turns of
duty at Barrow Hill was booking
on at 01.11 for a Washwood
Heath (Birmingham) job. This
was worked from Barrow Hill
Up Sidings to Leicester Junction,
Burton-on-Trent.

line, split open. They had obviously fallen
off another train, depositing hundreds of
packets of Park Drive cigarettes on the
tracks. My driver, a heavy smoker, was
livid. “The *****; that’s why we are getting
a run!” The powers that be clearly knew
about this and didn’t want us going up the
loop helping ourselves to some free fags.
Jack never shut up about it for the rest
of the shift. It didn’t bother me much as I
smoked Senior Service.

A Derby 4F or a Stanier 8F was the usual
motive power. Sometimes if maintenance
work was being carried out in Clay Cross
Tunnel (this was done between midnight
and 06.00 when only freight and parcel
trains ran) trains would be diverted from
Clay Cross onto the Erewash Valley line
to Pye Bridge and then take the line to
Crich Junction, Ambergate, to re-join the
Chesterfield to Derby line. Part of this
stretch of railway track – between Codnor
Park and Butterley – now belongs to the
Midland Railway Trust.

When we came back some three hours
later, the boxes had all been cleared up.
Next day it was back to normal. Up the
loop we went to let the express past. Of
course we had a good look around to see if
there were any boxes left. There weren’t!

A JUBILEE VISIT
The Roundhouse played host to Jubilee
Class locomotive 45596 Bahamas in June.
The locomotive was on its way back to its
home shed at Tyseley from Keighley where
it had been on rail tour duties. It called
in at Barrow Hill to take water, staying on
shed for about 45 minutes and making use
of the water crane on the Platform line.

One summer’s morning on this turn, with
the sun just starting to rise, we had not
been diverted and made the usual water
stop at Crich Junction. After filling up we
set off, expecting to be put into the loop
from Ambergate to Broadholme to allow
faster trains to pass, but this morning
all the signals were clear for a main line
run. Not expecting this, I got busy with
the shovel on our 8F building up the fire,
which I had allowed to get low, anticipating
us to be standing in the loop.
Passing the entrance to the loop, my driver
Jack suddenly exclaimed “What’s all this
on the line ahead?” As we got closer in
the now full light of day, we could see
numerous boxes and cartons all over the

45596 taking water on the Platform Line –
note the double chimney. Mick Stokesley
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them more economical. 45596 was one
of these but only five were converted as
steam was on its way out. They were very
similar to a Stanier Black Five but with 6ft
9in driving wheels compared to the Black
Five’s 6ft. They were faster but most crews
preferred the ever popular Black Five. Rail
enthusiasts love to hear a Jubilee being
worked hard, roaring away at the chimney
top – but of course they are not shovelling
the coal!

Jubilees were introduced on the LMS in
1934 to a Stanier design. 190 of the class
were built and they were all named. The
first was called Silver Jubilee but most
were named after British colonies – hence
Bahamas – and Admirals of the Fleet and
ships. The power classification was 6P but
the last one built – 45735 Comet – had a
larger boiler and a double chimney and was
classified a 7P.
They were known as 5Xs to loco men
and four have survived into preservation:
45596 Bahamas, 45690 Leander, 45699
Galatea and 45593 Kolhapur. All have
visited Barrow Hill and Kolhapur was kept
on static display at Barrow Hill until it
returned to Tyseley for restoration.

Sheffield Millhouses firemen who had a
lot of experience with the Jubilees would
often be heard to say after leaving St
Pancras for Sheffield “Passing Mill Hill,
roll on Doe Hill!” The Jubilees were a
common sight at Chesterfield on the
London services and the NewcastleBristols. Locos from 19B Millhouses, 14B
Kentish Town, 22A Bristol and 20A Leeds
Holbeck were regular visitors. However,

These 3-cylinder locomotives had a healthy
appetite for coal and some were modified
to a double chimney in an effort to make

45596 Bahamas at the Gun Club crossing
departing for Tyseley with its support coach.
Mick Stokesley
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drivers were very kind to me, keeping me
well oiled, my paintwork neat and my brass
polished.

with one notable exception, it was not
until the mass withdrawal of steam locos in
the mid 1960s that Jubilees were seen on
shed at Barrow Hill. Many were stored out
of service awaiting their fate on the shed
sidings and in the goods yard.

It was very hard work humping wagon of
coal, iron ore and all the other materials
for the blast furnaces to make iron. Wagons
would be loaded with pig iron and I had
to draw them over the weigh bridge,
stopping one at a time for each wagon to
be weighed.

During the 1955 ASLEF loco men’s strike,
a Jubilee arrived on shed with non-striking
men from Derby who had worked a train
of empty coal wagons from the Midlands.
They came on shed to turn the loco for
the return journey but found it was too
long for the turntable, much to the delight
of watching engine cleaners. The loco was
dumped on the outside pit until the strike
ended.

After a certain time I was returned to the
‘shed’ at Barrow Hill, with a crew bringing
another loco like myself to replace me. I
think they were in a hurry, I’ve never driven
so fast! My fire was dropped and I was put
to sleep in the shed.

Following the fantastic news that 1F
Half Cab 41708 has come into the
ownership of Barrow Hill Engine
Society, Dave was asked to share some
personal recollections of this unique
survivor. So here is…

In the morning my boiler was washed and
my internal organs examined by a very
important man called the Boiler Inspector
who, I am pleased to say, gave me a clean
bill of health. Next, another chap and his
mate took my working parts off and did
what is known as a valve and piston exam.
This also proved to be satisfactory and I
was put back together. I stood there in the
cold shed wondering what was going to
happen next?

…A DAY IN THE LIFE OF 41708
I was born in 1880 at the Midland Railway
works at Derby and came from a large
family. My early days were spent shunting
wagons in various yards and sidings of the
Midland Railway system. When the Midland
Railway became part of the London
Midland & Scottish Railway (LMS) in 1921
along with the advent of heavier wagons
and trains, a Mr. Fowler designed a more
powerful version of me, and many of my
sisters were withdrawn from service. I and
47 others were kept on for various duties
where the new locomotives could not
work.

At about 0200, a man called the Steam
Raiser climbed aboard and proceeded
to light my fire. This made me feel better,
getting warmed through. He kept calling
on me and checking that I was ok and
putting coal on my fire but because I didn’t
have enough steam, the blower would not
work and smoke and soot came out of the
fire box door smoking up my nice clean
cab and making a right mess of my shiny
brass work which crews on the works had
painstakingly polished.

I was sent to Barrow Hill where I went
on hire to the Staveley Iron & Chemical
Company. I was treated well; the Works

After about three hours, the water in my
boiler was starting to make steam and with
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not very long. The Driver put my steam
brake on and released the hand brake, the
gear lever was flung into fore gear and
with a pop on the whistle, he opened the
regulator. I responded straight away and
with steam hissing from my open drain
cocks I moved onto the table, the driver
stopping me in the centre to get the
balance right. He got down to help the
Fireman turn the table to the straight. Then
I was taken out of the shed, chimney first,
up to the coal stage where three 10cwt
tubs of coal were tipped into my bunker.
Not having a cab, a good amount finished
up on the cab floor.

30psi on the pressure gauge, the Steam
Raiser put some water in the boiler with
my injector, which would now work with
the steam.
At about 0630, I was roused from my
slumber by a Driver and Fireman boarding
me; they were the shed shunt crew. I
was going to be the shed engine until I
was required back at the Works. First of
all they had to prepare me for the day.
The Fireman got the fire rake off my tank
top where the three irons were kept and
proceeded to spread the fire over the fire
grate. With the blower on, the fire became
very hot and steam pressure rose. He put
a few shovels of coal in the back corners
of my firebox and went on to his next job
which was to fill my sight feed lubricator
in the cab with thick cylinder oil which had
been warming on the dish plate over the
fire hole door to make it pour better. This
oil keeps my valves and pistons well-oiled
while we are working, but is shut off when
work is done and I am resting.

We then moved up to the water crane
where the water bag was put in my very
nearly empty tank. The Fireman put all the
coal spilt on the footplate in the firebox
while the tank was filling. Then on went the
boiler water injector which the slacking
pipe was connected to. The Fireman turned
it on and a high pressure jet of steam and
water came out. He cleaned all the cab
and fittings down and hosed the cab floor
boards till my cab was spotless. I felt much
better.

The Driver meanwhile was busy with
his oil can, oiling all my moving parts and
cursing when he dropped an oiling point
cork in the pit when he was under my belly
(boiler) oiling my crank shaft.

With my water tank full and a bunker full
of coal, I felt ready for anything. The crew
had a short conference on what they were
going to do. The coaling stage was not
ready for a shunt yet so they decided that
the sand wagon could be changed and also
a wagon of springs for unloading needed to
be in the shed. I spent the next two hours
going up and down the shed yard and even
did a couple of turns on the table placing
wagons in the shed with the Fireman doing
the driving and looking after my boiler. I
was enjoying this! The Driver was directing
operations and we had to give way to
other locos coming and going off shed.

The Fireman came back from the shed
stores with a bucket containing an
assortment of spanners. Taking the largest,
7/8ths, he tightened my smoke box door.
He also checked my sand boxes for sand
and grumbled because they wanted filling.
He must have put about eight buckets in
them!
After all of this frenzied activity, it was
deemed that I was “fit to run”. The Fireman
turned the turntable to where I stood on
one of the short centre pits, because I am
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I was getting a bit fed up with all this
standing around when, suddenly, the Driver
and Fireman came aboard. Apparently the
coal stage men wanted a ‘pull in’. I was
taken up to the wagons once more and
tied on. “OK for pulling down,” said the
coal man, “three wagons empty”. It was no
trouble. The Driver applied all the wagon
brakes and hooked me off. “OK,” he said
to the Fireman, “we will go and fill the tank
while there is nothing about.” He held the
catch point over and the Fireman took me
round to the water crane and filled me up.
I was then taken back onto the wagons
ready for the next pull in, sometime in
the night, so I had plenty of time to get
some rest. I was awakened about 0200 for
another pull in which by now I was getting
used to as well as the visits of the Fireman
to check if I was OK.

They were all much larger than me so I
would have come off worst in any collision!
At 0930 it was deemed ‘snap time’. They
put me on the coal stage bank, the usual
standing point for shed engines, and
dropped my damper (closed it), topped my
boiler up and went off to the mess room. I
stood quietly there for the next hour. When
the crew returned the Fireman opened the
damper and put some coal on. “We will
shunt the stage now,” I heard the Driver
say and off we went up the coal stage bank
incline towards the wagons. The driver
attached them behind me and then said to
the Fireman “When I get down to the catch
point, I will call you.” The Fireman checked
my boiler water level and steam pressure
and, after a signal from the Driver, skilfully
eased the wagons out of the coal stage and
we rolled down the bank.
We disposed of the empties and picked up
10 loaded wagons. I thought these would
take a bit of pushing up that bank, but the
Fireman was well experienced and went
right up the shunt neck to get a good run.
On a signal from the Driver up at the stage
the Fireman gave a good warning whistle
and off we went. I enjoyed this bit of
excitement but it was soon over without
any problem.
At 1300 I was tied down again in the usual
place and made comfortable for a fairly
long rest before the next crew came along.
At about 1430, a fresh Fireman came and
had a look at me, putting a drop of water
in my boiler and a few choice lumps of coal,
which he took off the bunker by hand. The
rest of the afternoon, I just stood there
watching the comings and goings off the
shed, the Fireman coming and having a look
at me every now and again.
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At 0600 the next morning the same Driver
and Fireman that had brought me out of
the shed came aboard. With a clank, the
coupling was taken off. “We will go on
the pit first,” said the Driver. The Fireman
drove me onto the ash pit where my fire,
which had been burning for 24 hours, was
cleaned. The Fireman removed the ash and
clinker that had formed using the clinker
shovel. The Driver went underneath and
raked out my ash pan, also checking that
everything was ok, no broken springs, etc.
On shed some days are busier than others
and I have to be ready for anything but in
moments of inactivity it is very quiet. I am
looking forward to when I go back to the
Works where I am busy most of the time
and pampered when I am not!
Dave Darwin

HISTORICAL CORNER NO. 51
Wollaton Hall in Nottinghamshire,
where Lord Middleton owned a colliery.
Manuscripts surviving from 1597 refer
to coal haulage as being “On our rails
and bridges by ourselves, as the cartway
is so fowl as few carriages can pass”.
At this date, however, the rails referred
to would have been hardwood timber
battens as the first cast iron rails did
not evolve until around 1767. This leap
in innovation was at Coalbrookdale
where the local iron foundry had its own
internal tramroad, whose timber rails
were being constantly worn out. Having
the means to successfully produce cast
iron rails on their own premises, they
were found to be suitable and then
offered commercially. Nunnery Colliery
in Sheffield also had similar tramroads,

THE TICKNALL TRAMROAD
Early land transportation
in the British Isles developed
as a means for the efficient
conveyance of commodities
and progressed in parallel
with technical innovations in
construction.
Firstly, there was the Turnpike or
Wagonway, which used pack horses
or carts for short distances by road.
However, the horses had to be
exchanged frequently for fresh ones over
longer distances.
From the beginning of the 16th century,
the earliest horse drawn tramroads or
plateways came into existence. The first
one to be accurately recorded was at

The Ticknall Tramway, with a wagon
passing through a weighbridge, circa
1913. The photograph was taken during the period when the line was not
in revenue service. However, it was
operated once every six months in
order to retain it as a right of way.
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both underground and on the surface,
from 1776. The site of this colliery
is now occupied by the depot and
headquarters of the Sheffield Supertram
system, nicely maintaining the traditions
of the earlier tramroads. By 1788 Joseph
Butler had established an ironworks at
Wingerworth, near Chesterfield and
he was also offering cast iron tramroad
plates.

by the managing committee of the Ashby
Canal Company and the route was
surveyed during January 1799. However,
probably due to cash flow issues, it was
not until 1st April 1799 that the project
was approved by the committee. At
this time, the estimated cost for the
tramroad was stated to be £29,500 and
the proposed completion date was given
as 1st May 1801.

The Ashby Canal was first advocated in
1792. The route would start from Moira
Colliery, just south of Burton on Trent
and then reach as far south as Nuneaton.
Here there would be a physical
connection with the existing Coventry
Canal. The Harpur family developed the
mineral rights of the area around Ticknall
and they acquired Calke Abbey together
with the adjoining lands in 1760. The site
has its origins as an Augustine priory
in the 12th century and the present
building dates from the 18th century. The
Ashby Canal Company recognised the
minerals potential of the area and had
previously investigated a direct feeder
canal to serve Ticknall. However, this was
discounted owing to the high cost, mainly
due to the flights of locks that would be
required because of the terrain, and the
difficulty in obtaining the necessary water
supplies. The legal provisions for building
a tramroad were provided for within the
Act of Parliament granted for the canal
construction on 25th May 1794.

The iron rails used at Ticknall were
only 3ft long (915mm) and weighed on
average 38 pounds (17.3kg) each. They
were pegged into roughly hewn square
stone blocks weighing approximately
150 pounds (68.2kg) placed at each rail
joint. The blocks had holes in the centre
for wooden dowels, through which iron
spikes were driven to retain the rails.
Unfortunately, cast iron is very brittle
by its nature and breakages of the rails
were frequent. Keeping the two rails
to the correct gauge also proved to be
problematic as there were no sleepers
or tie rods provided to maintain the rails
at the correct gauge. Each stone block
had a pocket dug into the ground with
a bedding of shingle added to allow for
adjustment. Reliance was placed on the
weight of the stone blocks to hold the
rails in stable alignment, providing that
the shingle bedding was well packed.
The rails were cast integrally with
upstand flanges forming an “L” shaped
cross section and the wagon wheels
were flangeless with flat treads. This
allowed the wagons to be taken by road
as part of their journey if necessary. In
reality, when operating off the tramroad,
the very narrow wheel treads on

Benjamin Outram (1764-1805) had
extensive experience as an engineer
and a contractor of both canals and
tramroads. He was engaged as an adviser
29
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provided in the crown of the tunnel
for ventilation and these are still visible
today in the grass above. The route
also included a brick-arched bridge of
typical canal engineering style, taking
the tramroad over the public highway at
Main Road (now the A514) in Ticknall.
This bridge is now a Grade 2 Listed
structure and is considered to be one
of the oldest surviving railway arches in
the world. There were two other tunnels
on the line, a short one named Basfords
Hill which lies to the south of Ticknall
and is 51 yards (47m) long. At Ashby Old
Parks is the longest tunnel, at 447 yards
(409m). In 1951, Charles E Lee, the noted
railway historian, accurately measured
the inside bore of the Calke Abbey
tunnel. He found it to vary in places from
7ft 1in (2.2m) to 12ft 1in (3.7m) wide
and 6ft 9in (2.05m) to 7ft 8in (2.3m) high.

the wagons badly damaged the road
surface and consequently this practice
of trans-shipment was not ideal. The
rail breakages mainly occurred where
adjoining roads crossed over the tracks
and wagons were manhandled on and off
the tramroad. To mitigate the breakages,
bylaws instructed that “No loaded wagon
driven off any of the said railways shall
be suffered to return thereon over the
flanches of the rails, without the same
being first unladen”. In some of these
locations where tramroad met highway,
the original rails were replaced by ones
having two strengthening ribs cast on the
underside for added reinforcement but
breakages still persisted.
It was demanded by the landowner,
Sir Henry Harpur that the tramroad
should not spoil the view from Calke
Abbey and must therefore pass under
the main driveway of the abbey in a
tunnel. Construction of the tunnel under
the road was by the “cut and cover”
method, in which a broad trench would
firstly be dug out. The tunnel lining
itself would then be built in brick and
once sufficiently hardened was covered
over again, using some of the soil which
had been set aside from the earlier
excavation. This allowed the view of the
landscape to revert to its former state
and thus the land owner was appeased.
The added advantage is that this method
of construction would be cheaper (and
probably quicker) than building a deep
V-shaped open cutting with sloping
earthwork on each side. The finished
tunnel at Calke Abbey was 138 yards
(126m) long. Four metal grilles were

An order was placed in April 1799 with
the Butterley Ironworks to supply the
first batch of cast iron rails, sufficient
for five miles of track and having a total
weight of 700 tons, with delivery to be
during the following July. The tramway
committee had prevaricated over a
start date for the construction due
primarily to a lack of funds but finally
instructed that the construction should
proceed as from 6th August 1799.
The committee however, neglected to
sign any contractual agreement with
Outram and this serious omission
was soon to cause significant delays in
the completion of the works. By 13th
September, it was agreed that Outram
should firstly commence work along the
Ticknall branch as earthworks including
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by a third horse on the steep uphill
section in the north east, where the load
was limited to two wagons. This horse
was then led back down the hill by a boy
in order to be ready for the uphill run
of the following wagons. In busy times
the average working pattern was two
trains in the morning and another two
in the afternoon. Altogether, four men
and one boy were required for each shift,
controlling nine horses between them.
Typically, a rake of loaded wagons totalled
forty tons when loaded with limestone
on a downhill run. Some of the hand
brakes on the wagons would have to be
pinned down on the descents to prevent
runaways. On the return journeys, twelve
tons of coal or other commodities could
be hauled uphill.

deep cuttings at Old Parks and the
tunnel under the Calke Abbey driveway
would both be time-consuming projects.
Notwithstanding this enthusiasm to
proceed, Outram was still insisting
on 3rd December that his contract
be signed and there were frequent
complaints about the delays in receiving
regular payments for work done. The
tramroad was finally operational by 1802,
subject to some repairs and adjustments.
Outram was eventually paid a total of
£31,164 by March 1805, which was
in excess of the original budget but
included some additional works that
were instructed by the management
committee. Regrettably, Outram had
little time left to him to enjoy his success
as he died aged 41 on 22nd May 1805.
His widow was later to receive the final
payment of £450 long overdue to him.

The route of the tramway was of a “Y”
shaped configuration with the main
trunk having double track and the two
principal branches being single track.
The convergence point was at Ashby
Old Parks, near to the village of Smisby.
The two branches were north of Ashby
and each served lime pits, to the west at
Calke Abbey and to the east at Cloud Hill,
near the village of Breedon. No doubt
the single track branches were built as
such to effect economies but it was later
found necessary to insert no less than 12
passing loops in both branches. The total
length of the running lines amounted to
12 miles 43 chains 13 yards (20.65km). A
detailed map has survived which shows
the locations of the problematic road
crossings, of which there were at least 15,
and this was where the majority of the
rail breakages occurred.

The tramroad was worked by teams
of horses and the chosen track gauge
was unusually set at 4ft 2in (1270mm).
Tramroads previously built by Outram
had all been to 3ft 6in (1066mm) gauge
but it was reasoned that the increased
width allowed for more efficient
payloads. The Butterley Iron Company
built the wagons or “tubs” to their
own standard design, having a wooden
body with an end door hinged at the
top, for discharging the load by tipping.
The tramroad reached the Ashby Canal
at Willesley Basin near Blackfordby in
neighbouring Leicestershire, where the
cargoes were trans-shipped into canal
boats. Two horses were required to haul
each rake of wagons on the level sections
in the south west. This was supplemented
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leaked into the tunnel. A further extension
of the standard gauge beyond Cloud
Hill continued eastward to ultimately
reach the towns of Worthington and
Melbourne. The route of the tramroad
from Ticknall was thus cut back at Old
Parks Junction. Here, a trans-shipment
wharf was provided near the northern
approach to Ashby Old Parks tunnel
to exchange commodities between the
two undertakings. On 5th July 1865,
another Parliamentary Act was obtained
to extend the Midland line westwards
beyond the tunnel towards the town of
Ashby De-la-Zouch. This enabled a new
junction to be provided to connect with
the existing Burton to Leicester railway
and this was opened on 1st January 1874.
As was discussed in Vignoles number
27 (Newsletter 36), part of the Midland
line became a section of the Melbourne
Military Railway during World War Two.
From 19th November 1939 to 31st
December 1944, it was requisitioned
from the LMS for the use of the Royal
Engineers as a training school for railway
operating personnel.

Commercial business on the combined
canal and tramroad appears to have
improved considerably in the period
from about 1823 to at least 1830.
However, surviving books of accounts do
not differentiate between receipts from
the respective undertakings. Overall
profits were therefore reflected in the
number of improvements then being
funded on the tramroad. Firstly, a public
loading wharf was provided at Ticknall in
1823 for general merchandise. A three
mile tramroad from the canal at Moria
northwards towards Swadlincote was
opened on 21st July 1827 at a cost of
£4,262 to serve collieries and potteries
in the district. This line was isolated
from the main tramroad and employed
a different type of cast iron rail. In 1829,
two additional lines off the Ticknall
branch were built to serve another lime
pit at Dimminsdale. In the following
year, a lime works at Staunton Harold
was also provided with a tramroad
connection.
The Midland Railway under its Chairman
George Hudson, obtained an Act of
Parliament on 16th July 1846 in order to
acquire the interests of the Ashby Canal
Company, and with it the tramroad, for
£110,000. The Midland Railway intended
to lift part of the tramroad and in the
process convert it to a conventional
standard gauge railway. This required the
original tunnel at Ashby Old Parks to be
opened out to suit the increased loading
gauge and the length at the south end was
reduced by 139 yards (128m). This tunnel
was always troublesome, owing to it
being built under a pond which constantly

The tramroad was largely disused by
1913 and the last revenue-earning
journey was on 20th May in that year.
However, a single wagon was run empty
in a return trip once every six months
in order to keep the route viable. It
was finally abandoned in September
1915 when the local industries fell into
disuse, partly because the quarries were
becoming worked out and because
the constraints of the First World War
had curtailed much of the local trade.
Additionally, the prevailing necessities
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intact between Bryan’s Coppice and
South Wood. Two of the limestone pits
and an adjoining lime kiln can still be
discerned, although overgrown in places,
and have now become a wildlife reserve
with the status of a “Site of Special
Scientific Interest”. The Transport Trust
has designated the line as a Transport
Heritage Site. In acknowledgement
of the history of the line, one of the
Trusts “red wheels” commemorative
plaques is mounted on the abutment of
the tramroad bridge over the A514. In
addition, several stone blocks from the
track bed are preserved in Leicester at
the Newarke Houses Museum.

of war and the need for scrap metal
demanded the removal of the redundant
rails for melting down. Despite the
technology having been overtaken by
more efficient methods of design and
operation elsewhere in the country,
the tramroad nevertheless continued
to operate as originally intended for at
least 110 years. Today, Calke Abbey is
a National Trust property. The tunnel
near the Abbey was restored by the
Trust in 1995 and the public can now
walk through it. Much of the original
route of the line can be readily identified
today, especially as some of the original
stone setts still survive in situ. Most
of the route was converted into a
public cycle way in 2014. Fortunately,
a significant length of the original
earthwork embankment also survives

Vignoles
A big thank you to Richard Senior who sent
in this great picture of 03189 working at the
Roundhouse in 1976. R J Senior Collection
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31 Lifting these is a common activity at Barrow Hill [6] R 33 AShields
O D I N
F I R S T
E P
Anglesey
depot
[2]
33 A former railway company serving Staveley [3] W
35
I R K S W O R T H
S O T
L
G
A
W
H E R O
U
34 66A [2]
E H
E W E L L
N O L A N
35 52B [2]
R
P X
M E L D
S A
E
S E Y M O U R
D A R T
36 South Central London railway station [4+7]

A
L
L
P
O
R
T
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W
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P
Y E
U
M S
A P
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J O H N
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O
T H
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H O T
R
M
K
I
P E P P E R C O R N
S E I N E
E Y M S
P
G
E
N L
O
T O N J U N C T I O N

VOLUNTEERS’ REPORT
I hope all our volunteers have
had a great summer holiday and
have come back to volunteering
at Barrow Hill raring to go.

but praise for those volunteers who
have helped out on all those occasions,
including those who help the Learning &
Access team with the various school and
organisational visits to the Roundhouse.

The absolutely fantastic news of the
acquisition of 41708 by Barrow Hill has
given us all something to look forward
to – we all await the reports from Simon
Hartshorne which will give us an idea of
what will need to be done to bring the
locomotive back into steam.

The next event taking place at the
Roundhouse is the Railway Magic Day
on 21st September. If anyone wishes to
volunteer for the day/morning/afternoon
please email me at ramoth150@aol.com
and I will send you the details.
Sandra Crawley, Volunteer Co-ordinator

It has been relatively quiet on the
recruitment of new volunteers so far this
year. For those new members that have
come on board the various volunteer
teams, welcome!! I hope that you will all
enjoy working with us in whatever role you
have chosen.

BARROW HILL DEPOT
BIRTHDAY DISCOVERED
Our Collections team has been
busy again!
Treasurer Paul Millington, whilst looking
for potential Barrow Hill archive
information, happened upon a press
clipping in an online newspaper archive
source from The Derbyshire Courier
dated Saturday 3rd September 1870.

The weekend and midweek volunteers
have been doing brilliant work renovating
wagons and locos and the Collections
team also continue to work away behind
the scenes looking after the history of the
Roundhouse. All this work is vital but not
often seen by the general public. The Shop
team have been here every weekend, rain
or shine, to provide a smiling welcome to
all our visitors.

It clearly indicates that “engines were
moved in for the first time” at the
new Midland Railway Company shed at
Staveley on the preceding Wednesday
31st August 1870. It therefore seems safe
for us to proceed on the basis that 31st
August is indeed the official ‘birthday’ of
the Roundhouse.

A big thank you must also go to Paul
Millington who is continuing to do the
accounts on behalf of BHESS and his able
assistant Clive Jarrad; they are both doing a
great job for us.

Staveley (Barrow Hill) was originally
a Midland Railway goods locomotive
depot opened during an era of massive
nationwide growth and construction on
the railways and it was always unlikely
that it would have ever been formally
‘opened’ with bunting, brass-bands and
parades. Certainly there was nothing

As you all know by now, we have had
another successful Rail Ale festival. All our
volunteers were amazing and thank you
very much for giving up your time over
those two weeks in May. There have of
course been many other activities that have
taken place since then and I have nothing
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comparable to the grandiose pomp that
accompanied the opening of the nearby
Staveley Works Sports Stadium with
60,000 attendees in Barrow Hill in 1953!
It is always possible that a senior Midland
Railway officer with a tall chimney hat
and a smart waistcoat was present, or
maybe he even cut a ribbon. In 1870
Barrow Hill Roundhouse cost the
equivalent of more than £2 million in
today’s money to build. Even though this
seems a large investment, no evidence
has yet emerged of any official ceremony.

A fantastic paint job by the weekend volunteers
- just the detailing to add and then the PMV will
be ready for use. Photo: Alexa Stott

It is a surprisingly large area to cover
with Southern Green paint! Once that is
done, the van will be liveried.
Another job that has been part of the
PMV overhaul has been to prepare the
generator that we are going to fasten
into the van. The generator is a 3 phase
generator that can also supply single
phase, which is very handy to supply
power for the welding set that goes
with it. The oil and fuel filters have been
replaced or cleaned out. It seemed
prudent to clean out the fuel tank
but due to the restriction of cleaning
through the filler cap, someone came
up with the idea of pressure washing
the tank. Surprise, surprise, the jet
found its way through perforations in
the bottom of the tank! Simon Brown
came to the rescue in finding a firm at
Oxcroft, Bolsover – SPG Fabrications –
who made us a new tank free of charge.
Our sincere thanks to the SPG team for
doing this as this could otherwise have
cost the charity quite a few pennies!

However, happily for us this date makes
2020 our 150th year and 31st August 2020
is a Bank Holiday Monday, so who knows
what Mervyn might be conjuring up!
Clive Jarrad

The weekend engineering
volunteers have been busy for
the past few months, mainly
on the Southern Railway PMV
(Parcels & Miscellaneous Van),
which is getting very close to
being finished now.

As reported earlier in the Newsletter,
the next step following the sale of 41708
to Barrow Hill is to do an assessment
of the locomotive prior to commencing
For the benefit of Roundhouse visitors, a temporary
sign provides the number of the PMV.
Photo: Alexa Stott
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VOLUNTEERS’ REPORT
continued...
its overhaul. The volunteers worked
on 41708 for several weekends in
preparation for its boiler inspection. The
removal of the washout plugs after several
years of inactivity proved a fair task and
required a box type spanner to access
some of the back plate plugs. We turned
to our friends at Victoria Fabrications
who discovered that they were the same
size as a fire hydrant key, so that was duly
modified to do the job. The inspection
was due to take place around the time
this Newsletter went to print so we await
the results – and possibly some more
work for the volunteers.

1708 awaiting its
inspection in August 2019.
Photo: Alexa Stott

Frank has now started on the Mark 1
carriage by removing all the seats ready for
re-upholstering. This will come into the
shed once the PMV has been completed
and that will be another project to keep
the volunteers busy for a few months.

Our class 03 shunter has had some
care and attention too. It had its filters
cleaned or replaced and the transmission
was checked for oil and security - they
shake loose sometimes. It also had its
brake blocks replaced.

In between all this the volunteers have
been helping set up all the events that have
been taking place this year. Rail Ale was a
mammoth task again but many hands made
light work. Since then they have helped
set up for the Science Days and World
War One Peace Event and no doubt will
be getting involved in the Railway Magic,
Halloween and Christmas events too.
Don Cambridge

The upstairs room that was the Sand
Hole was finished off after Frank made
the new wooden steps to make it
accessible. Some of the volunteer’s
lockers were taken upstairs but it was
discovered to be very draughty so work
has been done to seal the ex-Sand Hole
door to improve things.

Simon Brown testing the
brakes on the Dogfish wagon in the
Barrow Hill yard. Photo: Dale Holford

38

AND FINALLY
A special visitor to the
Roundhouse on 5th May was
Bernard Hazeldine, celebrating
his 93rd birthday with his family.
Bernard started his working career with
LMS at Staveley (Barrow Hill) Station in
1941 during the Second World War and,
amongst other things, remembered well
the day in 1953 the circus came to town
when they unloaded the elephants on
the cattle dock!
And we recently received
this email from Mike Peart of
Sheffield...
A friend of mine recently drew my
attention to your Newsletter. I visited
the Roundhouse last year with the
Friends of the NRM stand and was very
impressed the new building and with
what I saw.

Bernard enjoying his visit
to the Roundhouse.
Photo: Clive Jarrad

glossary. One of the films shows Lord
Peter Snape who in his youth used
to be a box boy at Stockport Edgeley
signal box. He went back to his old
signal box and took to running it again
like a duck to water! We’re still editing
what’s already been shot and filming
working locations which are important
for historical and operating reasons.
We’re covering different, non-standard,
unique and unusual sites, structures and
equipment before they’re swept away by
the British signalling revolution. Signallers
and their colleagues have welcomed us
to record their bit of railway history and
we’ve really appreciated their enthusiasm
and cooperation.

I have two reasons for writing. Firstly,
I’m involved at NRM York with their
Film Archive of Railway Signalling &
People (FARSAP). After five years of
filming we now have well over 100
edited films from all round the country
of signalling buildings, people, practices
and equipment. They are all free to view
and we’re still adding to the archive
as films get edited. If your readers
are interested, they can find more
information on the FARSAP website. Just
search online for “farsap” or go to
http://www.s-r-s.org.uk/farsap
Locations range from groups of boxes
along a route, humble crossings, heritage
lines through to large power boxes.
There are also interviews with staff,
instructional films and a comprehensive

The second reason for writing is that
although I am a founder member of the
Great Western Society/Didcot Railway
Centre (one of the “Southall Boys” as
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AND FINALLY continued...
the BBC called us), I did take quite a few
pictures of London Midland Region steam
during 1961 and 1962.

They are all monochrome but quite a few
are of reasonable quality and I hope they
might be of interest.
Britannia class 70004
William Shakespeare
standing by the coaling
plant at Willesden MPD
in 1961. This loco was
transferred from BR
Southern Region where
it had been one of the
Golden Arrow train
locos fitted with special
brackets to hold the large
name-board.

An early morning line-up at Willesden shed (1A) in 1961 with Fairburn 2-6-4T
number 42071, Britannia class 70021 Morning Star and a Rebuilt Patriot with the
massive coaling plant in the background. Photos: Mike Peart

Don’t forget YOU can also be part of this Newsletter.
We welcome all contributions – big or small – photographs, a special memory
of bygone days, your thoughts on articles from other contributors, a review of
one of our events. Just send me an email at alexa@alexastott.com or drop me
a note via the Roundhouse Office. Alexa Stott, Editor
40

During July the Trent & Peak Archaeology team
were back at the Roundhouse investigating what
lies under our car park. Visitors were able to try
out their digging skills under the guidance of the
professionals and although no gold hoards were
found, just three of the Victorian terraced houses
that used to stand here, everyone had a great time.
Photos: Trent & Peak Archaeology

Another atmospheric photo from a Timeline Events
charter during 2019.
Photo: Ian Sykes

