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FRONT COVER:
A very proud Mervyn Allcock MBE shows off his
award in the courtyard at Buckingham Palace.
Photo: Alexa Stott

In late November last year I
received a very official looking
letter in my post marked
“Cabinet Office” and I thought
“why are they writing to me?”

HAVE YOU GOT A MEMORY
OF BARROW HILL IN
STEAM OR DIESEL DAYS?

I opened it and quickly scanned the text
and read the phrases “Her Majesty the
Queen has decided” and “the Prime
Minister” and “Mervyn John Allcock”
and “should be awarded an MBE”!!

Do you have photographs of
the depot which we could use in
future issues of the Newsletter?
Please get in touch with Alexa Stott
by post: Barrow Hill Roundhouse,
Campbell Drive, Barrow Hill,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S43 2PR.
Or email: alexa@alexastott.com

design

print

web

I thought that it was one of my friends
winding me up but I soon found it
wasn’t a joke after I had made calls to
Alexa and to our Chairman, Mark, both
of whom laughed and informed me
that they had known for a while and
had been desperately waiting for me to
receive the said letter. Expletives were
expelled!

signs
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Class 20s 20 118 and 20 132 and Class 26 26 007 seen here stabled in the yard at Barrow Hill, looking
resplendent in their Railfreight grey livery. Photo: Mervyn Allcock

However…we haven’t finished yet!
There are a few more significant
projects I’d like us all to undertake in
the next few years, both on the heritage
side and on the commercial side. More
of that in the months to come........

Barrow Hill Roundhouse has been
a massive part of, and a permanent
presence in, my life for the last 30 years
ever since I first had the idea of saving it,
right through all the, mostly, happy and
rewarding experiences to the fantastic
and eclectic place that it is today.

The current structure is the best
it’s ever been. With the fantastic
management team looking after the
business and an excellent Chairman
and Trustees looking after the Charity,
plus a very strong team of volunteers,
I believe we can achieve the significant
projects I mention above and take the
Roundhouse to even greater heights.

I felt very proud and privileged in
February 2019 to go to Buckingham
Palace to receive my MBE from HRH
Prince Charles.
I would like to take this opportunity
to say that I also collected it on behalf
of everyone, past and present, who has
helped me to save the Roundhouse and
build it up to what it is today. We should
all be very, very proud because it is an
exceptional achievement and I genuinely
thank you all very much for your
support over the past 30 years.

Here’s to the future!
Cheers
Mervyn Allcock, General Manager
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May 2019

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
You may remember that at
the end of the last Newsletter,
I wished you all well with a sign
off…
“Thanks to all Trustees, Members,
Volunteers and Staff for all your hard
work this year. Have a fantastic Christmas
and New Year. I am sure that I will have
more brilliant endeavours to report in
2019.”
The first of these More Brilliant
Endeavours I am thrilled to report in
2019 was the wonderful news that
Mervyn Allcock was honoured in the
2019 New Years’ Honours list. The
New Year Honours list recognises
the achievements of a wide range of
extraordinary people across the United
Kingdom. The list was published on
29th December 2018 and Mervyn was
awarded an MBE. An MBE is an award
given by the Queen to an individual for
outstanding service to the community
or local ‘hands on’ service. The definition
of MBE is Member of the Most Excellent
Order of the British Empire. On 21st
February 2019 Mervyn Allcock was
presented with his MBE - for services to
railway preservation and development
- by His Royal Highness The Prince Of
Wales at Buckingham Palace.

Brrrrrrr it’s cold outside!
Photo: Phil Hodgkiss

This honour reflects very well on Barrow
Hill Roundhouse and I have received
a great deal of kind, supportive and
encouraging words from people within
the local community and beyond who are
thrilled for Mervyn and the Roundhouse.
I am certain that many in the heritage
and preservation fields will celebrate this
great achievement with him.
The second of these More Brilliant
Endeavours is that, after many years of
negotiations and thanks to the efforts
of Mervyn and Bob Burgess in recent
months, the contract to purchase the
“Half Cab” 41708 on behalf of Barrow
Hill Engine Shed Society has been signed.
I cannot conceive of any way that this
could have worked out better. We should
certainly thank Bob and Mervyn MBE for
this brilliant outcome. The purchase of the
139 year old veteran will be concluded in
May 2019.

I am absolutely thrilled that Mervyn’s
vision, dedication and passion in
creating our award-winning attraction
has been recognised with this honour.
He fully deserves it, as his drive and
entrepreneurial abilities have resulted
in a sustainable future for Barrow Hill
Roundhouse.

We have been trying to bring this Johnson
engine into the Charity since 2009. It was
allocated to the Roundhouse between
4

The Roundhouse re-opened on the first
weekend in March after its winter break
and I am pleased to report that the first
open weekend of 2019 went very well. On
Saturday 16th March we had our first event
of the year, the “Steam into STEM Science
Fun Day” which was enjoyed by a great
many families and maintained our Heritage
Lottery Fund commitment to be a family
friendly venue. There are many more of
these events planned for the remainder of
the year so please do visit the Roundhouse
and support them if you can.

1947 and 1965 and it is quite incredible
– and another unique aspect to the
Roundhouse story – that the locomotive
and the depot in which it operated have
both survived into the 21st century. We
have made a firm commitment to restore
41708 and will start with a thorough
survey to establish the scale of the
challenge we face.
We will be seeking grants and undertaking
fund raising activities for the restoration
which we aim to begin by 2020 which
also marks the 150th Birthday of the
Roundhouse.

One of those other events is, of course, the
fabulous “Rail Ale” Festival, taking place over
three days from noon on Thursday 16th
May.There will be over 350 real ales, a gin
palace and some fantastic entertainment.As
usual I will be busy on the beer token stand
so do come and say hello!
Mark Robinson
Chairman

This planned restoration is one of the last
two pieces of the jigsaw for the 1960s
recreation of the Roundhouse; the other
piece being the reinstatement of the
Coaling Stage. I am sure that you agree
these brilliant endeavours are a great way
to start 2019.

Barrow Hill Engine Shed - Privacy Policy
Members may be familiar with the term GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation)
thanks to regular references on television and radio and in the media in recent
months. The Trustees have requested that all members be made aware that BHESS
has a Privacy Policy available to read on the Barrow Hill website (www.barrowhill.org/
membership). Members may also request a hard copy of the policy be sent to them
by post.
The policy is aimed at the members and volunteers of the Charity. It applies to all
of the personal data that BHESS holds about members and volunteers and provides
information on how BHESS collects and processes it. This policy may change from
time to time and in such cases, if the change is significant, this will be communicated
by means of email or post. BHESS is committed to processing data in accordance with
its responsibilities under GDPR which came into force in the UK on 25th May 2018.
If you have any questions concerning this policy, please contact the Secretary to the
Council of Management (Mervyn Allcock) in writing by email or to the Roundhouse
address.
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NLHF UPDATE
We are hoping that 2019 will
be as successful as 2018 with
another fantastic calendar
of family events at the
Roundhouse.
The first event on 16th March saw the
return of science and engineering to the
Roundhouse after last year’s popular
Christmas event. The science boffins were
with us again, entertaining us with their
hilarious science demonstrations. We
also welcomed numerous science and
engineering organisations including local
colleges and universities to showcase how
children can become involved in the STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) subjects in the future.

– keep it up!’, ‘The staff are so friendly and
there is so much to see’.
There are a few further additions to the
events calendar this year. 2019 will be
the centenary of the Treaty of Versailles,
marking the end of World War One. To
commemorate this, we will be holding a
World War One Peace Event on Saturday
29th June with dance performances from
the local Springwell School and hopefully
the presence of local Women’s Institutes
to help us re-enact a celebratory street
party on the site.

During the Easter holidays, on 20th April,
we held our second family event of the
year. Families came to the Roundhouse to
take part in Easter crafts - creating Easter
models from clay and designing their own
Easter bonnets. Sharp eyed visitors also
had a go at our bunny trail, with Easter
bunnies hidden in some interesting places
around the locos and other features in
the shed. The event was clearly another
successful day in attracting families to the
site with feedback reflecting the wonderful
time everyone had. ‘It’s perfect, so much to
engage the interest of children – wonderful

Another addition to our events in 2019
will be the Railway Magic event on 21st
September. The site lends itself beautifully
to fantasy stories based on railways, with
Steampunk also being a popular movement
which brings a fantastical element to the
industrial focus of the Roundhouse. The
day will involve witchcraft and wizardry
with readings about the Hogwarts Express
in Harry Potter, dressing up and other
magical activities and demonstrations
including, we hope, attendance from some
local Steampunk performers. We will
finish the year with our now traditional
Hallowe’en and Christmas events family
events.
Following on from last year, we will also
be continuing the archaeology dig on the
car park site and we hope to get a good
community presence with the intention
of learning a little more about living
6

The science boffins once again entertained
our visitors with their crazy experiments
during our first event of the year, in March.
Photo: Glynn Wilton

conditions in the village throughout its
history. The dig will once again take place
in the summer between 8th and 19th
July. Everyone is welcome to get involved,
whether you would like to come and dig
or help carry out research about the site
itself.
Our schools programme for 2019 is also
well underway. Our first school visit,
which took place in January, was from
the local Holmgate Primary School. The
school visited the Roundhouse and the
Chesterfield Canal for a day filled with
science and transport. They left some
great feedback for us: ‘We had a fantastic
time at both Barrow Hill Roundhouse and
Chesterfield Canal. The staff on both sites
were incredibly helpful, knowledgeable and
friendly. All of the children commented
on how it was the best trip they had ever
been on too! They particularly enjoyed
getting up close to all of the locomotives
and having a ride on a narrow boat.
The day was jam-packed full of different,
engaging activities and was very good value
for money. All of the staff and children alike

Getting ready for a coaling
demonstration for school visitors.
Photo: Glynn Wilton
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NLHF UPDATE continued...
had an amazing day and we will certainly be
coming again in future years!’
Several more schools paid the Roundhouse
a visit in their final weeks of the spring
term in April. Schools came from
Brampton, Bolsover and Stoney Middleton
to learn about the Roundhouse and its
history. Our learning volunteers got stuck
into showing the children what it was like
to work in the Roundhouse when it was
built, and children loved learning about
how the steam engines work.

Young library visitors enjoyed showing off
their artistic skills with a transport theme
when Grace took the Roundhouse ‘on tour’ to
local libraries. Photos: Grace Escott Tebutt

With a new learning programme, improved
from last year, we hope to attract more
school audiences to the site in the coming
year, and to build our audiences for the
years to come.

In addition to the visits and events, Grace,
has also been taking activities and crafts
out to local libraries to spread the word
about the site. She took some of our new
leaflets and news about this year’s events
calendar to Dronfield, Staveley, Newbold
and Shirebrook Library, where the children
created some fantastic loco themed art
work.
Thanks again goes to our volunteers who
have helped at past events and on school
visits and will be helping this year too.
Grace Escott Tebutt
Learning & Access Officer
Our first classic car rally of the year took place on
28th April when we were delighted to welcome
this very classy group of Morris Minor 1000s,
affectionately known as Moggi 1000s.
Photo: Don Cambridge
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ROUNDHOUSE NEWS

On 23rd January 87002 departed Barrow Hill, hauled by 47727. The electric loco had
been stabled at Barrow Hill for repairs undertaken by HNRC. Photos: Dale Holford
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ROUNDHOUSE NEWS continued...
We had to coal A1 60163 “Tornado” twice
during its extended stay at Barrow Hill. The first
time involved “hand bailing” thirty 50kg bags
of coal into the tender. It needed five people to
complete the task - Dale, the two Andys from
the A1 support crew and the two coal merchants
who delivered the bags.
The second coaling was much easier with a
crane and bucket!
Photos: Dale Holford

It’s much easier this way!
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Is this what the current commercial entrance to Barrow Hill could look like in a few years’
time? This is an artist’s impression of the proposed Railway Innovation Centre. The funding of
this project is in its very early stages but if this was to happen, this fantastic building would be
a world leading railway research facility on the Roundhouse site, used by companies from all
over the world. Keep watching this space!
Photo: Focus Consultants

This is a ‘before’ picture of the Devon
Belle observation vehicle, which
had arrived on site for Rampart to
undertake a refurbishment contract on.
And below is the ‘after’ shot - looking
very smart as it sits on a low loader
ready to leave Barrow Hill.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

11

ROUNDHOUSE NEWS continued...

“Tornado” departed Barrow Hill after repair on 13th February. West Coast
Railway’s 37669 arrived at lunch time to pick up the locomotive and its support
coach. The train departed Barrow Hill 40 minutes early. You’ll find more
information about the A1’s visit on page 28 of this Newsletter.
Photos: Dale Holford
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West Coast Railways’ 37669 with “Tornado” and support coach
attached, is captured here “waiting for the road” on the
depot’s main line connection on 13th February.
Photo: Dale Holford

the Collections Team in planning and implementing
the movement of the museum objects to temporary
accommodation, then back to the Roundhouse
during the NLHF restorations. We called the project
“Shunting the Collections 2017”.
From left to right: a very proud Ray Temple, Paul
Millington and Don Cambridge who collected the
award on behalf of our fantastic Collections Team.
Photo: Derbyshire Museums Forum

Award winners again! We won a “Highly
Commended” at the 2019 Derbyshire Heritage
Awards ceremony which was held on 3rd May at
the Roundhouse. We submitted a paper for one of
the awards categories “Behind the Scenes” which
celebrates background work on collections projects
(eg conservation, restoration, documentation,
digitisation, research) or work involving
fundraising, marketing or good governance. The
award reflected the detailed work carried out by
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ROUNDHOUSE NEWS continued...

On 16th and 17th April, Newcastle
University’s railway research arm
NewRail, which is based at the
Roundhouse, undertook some testing
of new equipment using 03066, the
Staveley Spun Pipes wagon and our
coaching stock. This was a joint
test between a number of European
railway companies, facilitated by
NewRail.
Photos: Dale Holford
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The official certificate marking the award
of Mervyn’s MBE, signed by HM Queen
Elizabeth II and HRH Prince Philip, Duke
of Edinburgh.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

Each year the end of April marks the start of the big shunt
to empty the Roundhouse ready for Rail Ale. This lovely shot
shows Roundhouse residents 41708 - hopefully soon to be a
Roundhouse-owned loco! - and “Henry” being shunted by the
Roundhouse workhorse Class 03066.
Photo: Dale Holford
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EVENTS
roll, and featuring some of the best musical
talent in the region. Returning for a third
year due to their immense popularity and
headlining on Friday night were The Dukes
of Pork, a band guaranteed to get everyone
up and dancing the night away. Rail Ale
2019 came to a rocking close on Saturday
18th May with Sheffield’s most famous
export after Henderson’s Relish – The
Everly Pregnant Brothers!

RAIL ALE 2019

ABBA TRIBUTE BAND
HEADLINE THURSDAY NIGHT
AT RAIL ALE

By the time you receive this
Newsletter, we will hopefully
have just completed another
highly successful Rail Ale
festival. We will report further
on this in the next Newsletter
but for now here is a taste of
what was on offer on 16th, 17th
and 18th May 2019.

On Thursday 16th May the UK’s number
one ABBA tribute band “ABBA Revival”
appeared on the Rail Ale Stage, following in
the footsteps of the likes of Jools Holland,
Marc Almond, Rick Wakeman and Mel C,
Triple award winning “ABBA Revival” are
without doubt the best ABBA tribute band
to emerge from the UK, selling out shows
across the world.

Three days of fantastic entertainment
were lined up for visitors to the eagerly
anticipated annual Rail Ale Festival on
Thursday 16th, Friday 17th and Saturday
18th May.

The show covered a high octane sequence
of the greatest ABBA hits including a
selection of emotion packed ballads and a
superb ‘unplugged’ sing-along section, before
building towards an epic grand finale. The
band’s show encapsulated the true sound
of ABBA as they paid tribute to one of
history’s most iconic bands.

Quite rightly billed as “the most
atmospheric beer festival of the year”
there were plenty of beers – over 350 – to
quench the thirst, sourced from all around
the UK including many brewed in South
Yorkshire and Derbyshire. But of course
that’s not all. As well as a great range of
ciders and craft beers, this year’s event also
saw the return of the incredibly popular
Rail Ale Gin Palace and – new for 2019 –
the Prosecco & Wine Bar.
For music lovers there was a fabulous
range of live music in the marquee and on
the main stage from jazz and brass through
acoustic, country, funk and soul to rock and
16

As always, further details will also be
available on the Roundhouse website
www.barrowhill.org.

SYMPHONY IN THE SHED
Just when you thought we couldn’t possibly
come up with any more different uses for
our fantastic Roundhouse venue, we are
delighted to announce another first – our
first ever Roundhouse classical music
concert! On Sunday 9th June we will host
Chesterfield Symphony Orchestra who
will be performing an exciting evening of
orchestral favourites.

2019 SOCIAL EVENINGS
Following Steve Armitage’s excellent
presentation “The Glory of York” at the
February social evening, Paul Beardsley
received the following message:
Just a note of appreciation for your and
everyone’s hospitality last night. It will be
a pleasure to return at a future date as
discussed. Please pass on my appreciation
to all concerned for the generous voluntary
donations to The A1 Steam Locomotive
Trust towards the upkeep and maintenance
of Tornado.The splendid sum of £22.90
was raised and I’ll be sending a cheque to
Darlington on Monday.
Kind regards, Steve

This will be a unique opportunity to
experience a symphony orchestra amongst
the locos in the last surviving working
railway roundhouse in the UK. The
programme will include:
• Fanfare for the Common Man – Aaron
Copland
• Orient Express Waltz – Richard Rodney
Bennett

Sadly, Peter Skelton, the presenter for
the June meeting, is unable to be with us
for medical reasons but hopes to give his
presentation in the future. We are now
pleased to welcome Ted Parker in his place.
Ted is no stranger to Barrow Hill and was
joint author, along with Ken Horan, of the
‘On Parallel Lines’ photographic books.

• Copenhagen Steam Railway Gallop –
Hans Christian Lumbye
• Dartmoor 1912 – John Williams
• Movement II from Symphony 6 – Ludwig
van Beethoven
• Humoresque No 7 & Largo from
Symphony No 9 – Antonin Dvořák

The presentations are held in the
Roundhouse lecture theatre commencing
at 19.30 and finishing between 21.45 and
22.00. Doors open at 19.00. Presentations
are held on the 3rd Thursday of every
month unless otherwise stated. Hot and
cold drinks are available from the café
before 19.30 and during the interval.
Admission is £2.00 for members and £3.00
for non-members.

• Mars & Jupiter from The Planets – Gustav
Holst
• Hebrides Overture – Felix Mendelssohn
• Coronation Scot – Vivian Ellis
• Puffin’ Billy – Edward White
Readers may recognise a certain theme in
the programme!
Doors open 7pm. Tickets are priced at £12
and will be available from the Roundhouse
café. This will be an all seated concert.
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EVENTS continued...
Here are the revised details of the social
evenings for the remainder of 2019 – please
make sure the dates are in your diary!

and at many of the country’s heritage
railways.
17TH OCTOBER - PHIL LOCKWOOD
& ENID VINCENT
DIVERTED!
WAKEFIELD TO LEEDS VIA
HUDDERSFIELD, BARNSLEY AND
CASTLEFORD

20 JUNE 2019 - TED PARKER
DISTANT TRAILS & SUPPORTING
PROGRAMME
TH

Sit back and enjoy Ted’s films of steam in
the landscape and the stories behind them,
including a memorable sequence filmed
from a helicopter showing Tornado with
wonderful exhaust trail sweeping its train
along the scenic Cumbrian Coast against
a backdrop of the Lakeland hills. The
supporting programme will include images
from Ted’s early days of photography when
he lived in Sheffield.

Mainly freight between 1975 and 2017.
Includes Bombardier and Marcroft, Healey
Mills Yard, Dewsbury Cement and Stone
Terminals, Heaton Lodge Junction before
remodelling, loco hauled Trans Pennine
services, the area south of Leeds and
semaphores at Goose Hill Junction and
Castleford.
21ST NOVEMBER 2019 - LES NIXON
RAILWAYS OF SCOTLAND

18 JULY 2019 - ANDY BARCLAY
PETER FOX COLLECTION - PART 6
TH

An extensive tour of Scotland visiting many
parts of the country with images from the
70s, 80s and 90s.

Andy returns to show more images from
the late Peter Fox Collection. A general
mix of images from the sixties onwards.

19TH DECEMBER 2019		
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

15 AUGUST 2019 - ERIC MOY MICK
FOWLER’S RAILWAY TRAVELS
TH

Wait and see!

The late Mick Fowler was a well-known
photographer from Doncaster who
travelled far and wide in pursuit of his
transport interests. His collection is now
in the hands of Eric Moy who has made
available a selection of images from the late
50s and 60s.

Don’t forget to keep an eye on
the Barrow Hill website and
on our Facebook and Twitter
pages for detailed and up-todate information on all our
forthcoming events.

19TH SEPTEMBER 2019 - GB
PRODUCTIONS STEAMING THROUGH
BRITAIN – 30TH ANNIVERSARY
PROGRAMME
Graham Briggs and the team make another
welcome return to Barrow Hill to present
a DVD show of preserved steam at work
throughout Britain, both on the main line
18

It’s many years since a Class 26 has been seen with freight vehicles like this behind it! The VTG wagons
brought in by GBRF for inspection by Wabtec were shunted in the yard using the classic loco and it was
too good a photographic opportunity to miss.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock
Below & Inset: It was a busy week in April for GBRF
locomotives visiting the Roundhouse. First up was 66773
“West Somerset Railway” which brought in two HNRC Class
20s and two VTG barrier wagons on 18th April. On 23rd April
it was the turn of 66757 to come in and collect two other
HNRC Class 20s (20901 and 20905) and the VTG barrier
wagons, which had been in for inspection.
Photos: Dale Holford

Picture This. . .
41708 sunbathing outside the new Cafe building on a
beautifully sunny day in April.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

On 26th April it was the turn of the Class 26 to leave Barrow Hill heading for
the Swanage Railway to appear at their diesel gala on 10th-12th May.
Photos: Dale Holford

DAVE DARWIN REMEMBERS...

The Brampton Branch

Another branch line associated
with Barrow Hill was the 2 mile
and 55 chains single line railway
which left Chesterfield Midland
Goods Yard at Hollis Lane and
passed over Lordsmill Street
(the A61).

Users of the branch line included the
Tubeworks, later Chesterfield Cylinders,
which had its own Sentinel steam shunter
for its busy sidings, and Chesterfield Gas
Works. Chesterfield was the first town in
England to be lit with gas lights produced
from coal gas. The Midland Railway also
produced gas for its own use. Other users
of the branch line were the Corporation
Electric Co. which produced electricity
for the town’s tramways and Pearson’s
Pottery. Robinsons, the very well-known
Chesterfield company, makers of packaging
and surgical appliances, had a large factory
with its own shunting loco providing much
traffic for the railway.

The bridge is still in situ in today. The line
then headed towards Park Road, passing
Ravenside Retail Park before crossing
Park Road on a level crossing. It then ran
alongside Queens Park to Boythorpe Road
which was also crossed by level crossings,
one being a spur into the town’s Gas
Works and Brampton Brewery. The main
course of the railway continued past Goyt
Side onto the end of the line at Brampton
Goods Yard.

A short spur crossing Factory Street went
to Plowrights Engineering Works, makers
of mining equipment. At the end of the
line was Brampton Wharf Goods Yard and
the Co-operative Society’s domestic coal
yard.

The line was worked by one engine in
steam regulations the staff kept in the
Horns Bridge Signal Box. The train crews
were based at Hasland Shed and the
motive power used was 3F 0-6-0s and
later 3F 0-6-0 tanks. With the closure of
Hasland Shed in 1964 the branch was
worked by Barrow Hill Depot using an
08 350HP shunter. It brought traffic
for Chesterfield to the Goods Yard and
shunted this before going on the branch.

No passenger trains ran on the branch
but in 1961 an RCTS rail tour of North
Derbyshire using a 2-car 114 DM 5003656036 covered the line. Traffic gradually
declined on the line until only Chesterfield
Cylinders made use of the railway serviced
by a trip loco from Tinsley using an 09
shunter.

The branch opened in 1872 as the local
industries based in this part of Chesterfield
took advantage of the railways. When it
opened there were collieries at Boythorpe,
Riber and Brampton, but these were soon
worked out and coal was brought up the
branch for the industries based there.

Until 1964 when Hasland closed, the
Goods Yard at Chesterfield Midland had
its own shunt engine, a 3F tank, which was
replaced by an 08 350 shunter for a short
period. With the decline in railway traffic,
the branch engine could see to duties both
in the yard and up the branch.
23

A very busy smelly night’s work and all
part of how it used to be!

In steam days, Chesterfield Shunt was a
very busy turn, 24 hours a day, manned by
three sets of men who signed on there.
Any vacancies were covered by Barrow
Hill. I remember being on that turn several
times, with 3F tank 47424 being the regular
loco. The night turn was always very busy.
First of all the loco would be turned on
the short table near Horns Bridge and the
water tank filled before taking all the south
bound traffic from the Goods Yard across
to Hollis Lane Sidings via Horns Bridge,
sometimes perhaps 40 to 50 wagons. We
would spend most of the night shunting
in Hollis Lane Sidings, where several
important freight trains called to pick up
and put off Chesterfield traffic. We turned
the loco for the driver to be on the right
side to see the shunter signals without the
fireman having to relay them to him.

THE BR STANDARD CLASS 9F
These very powerful steam locomotives
were introduced in 1954 for working
heavy freight trains. With a tractive effort
(TE) of 39,670 lbs, they were one of the
most powerful locomotives operated by
BR.
The power of steam locomotives is
measured in TE, not horse power. The
four cylinder 0-10-0 loco known as “Big
Bertha”, built by the LMS for banking trains
up the Lickey Incline, had a TE of 43,315lb
and was replaced by a “Nine” as the 9Fs
were known, complete with the headlamp
off Big Bertha. The LMS Beyer-Garratt
2-6-6-2s had 45,620 lbs of TE but the
daddy of them all was the LNER 2-8-8-2
Garratt built for assisting trains up the
Worsborough Bank. This had 72,940 lbs of
TE and an appetite for coal to match!

It was a most unpleasant job as we were
shunting up and down past Clayton Street
Hide & Skin Works’ chimney. The smells
which came out of it took your breath
away! About 0430 we attached to all the
traffic for the Goods Yard and returned via
Horns Bridge. On arrival the loco would
again be turned and the tank filled to start
all over again until relief came at 0600.

The Nines started to arrive at Barrow
Hill in 1955 although none were actually
allocated to 18D. They were frequent
visitors from Wellingborough 15A,
working to Barrow Hill
with ironstone trains from
Ashwell in Rutland (later
Leicestershire) with iron
ore for the blast furnaces
at Sheepbridge, Staveley
Works and Renishaw.

Too long to be turned on
the shed’s turntable, they
could be reversed for
the journey back home
either via the triangle
of lines formed by the
n
Collectio
Photo: BHESS
Barrow Hill Junction,
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Hall Lane Junction and
Foxlow Junction route, or
worked to Rotherwood
with a train from Barrow
Hill as the turntable there
could accommodate
these monsters which,
owing to their size and
shape, were known as
Spaceships. In profile,
daylight can be seen
between the frames and
the boiler. They would
be worked back south
on a coal train from Barrow Hill Sidings to
either Stanton Gate or Toton.

Photo: BHESS Collectio

n

However, this was not a success and BR
reverted to a normal boiler. Variations of
the BR Standard tenders were used, some
of which were able to take more coal and
water. Double chimneys were fitted to
some locos. Of special interest was the
fitting of a mechanical stoker to three of
the class – 92165 to 92167 – which were
based at Saltley in Birmingham for working
the Washwood Heath to Carlisle fully
brake fitted freight train. Saltley crews
worked these trains on a double home
basis (lodging at Carlisle). The locos had
a BR1K tender for the stoker fitting. The
stoker would work well if small lumps of
coal, like that supplied to the steam ship
stokers was used. But for one reason or
another large lumps of coal found their way
into the tender coal supply and these would
jam the helical screw carrying coal to the
distributor plate in the fire hole door. Part
of the loco’s equipment was a large crow
bar for freeing the screw. I once read that
this was harder work than hand firing.

The wide firebox on the Nines was
something Barrow Hill firemen were not
used to, being more used to the long
narrower firebox on Stanier locomotives.
But we soon got used to keeping the back
corners of the firebox well filled. The
upholstered seats were also well liked
along with the self-cleaning smokebox,
rocking fire grate and opening hopper ash
pan, all of which made the fireman’s job
much easier.
251 Nines were built but only one was
named by BR. 92220 “Evening Star” was
the last steam locomotive to be built by
BR. It was built at Swindon Works in 1960
and withdrawn from service in 1965 – only
five years of working life. Thankfully it
survived into preservation along with eight
others of the class.
Like most classes of steam locomotives
several modifications and alterations were
carried out after the loco was introduced.
The first modification by BR was the fitting
of 10 of the class – 92020 to 92029 – with
a Franco-Crosti boiler pre-heater.

Until the Nines came along, these arduous
turns for the crew were the domain of
Saltley’s best Black 5s.
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road transport and was unloaded in the
new shed (now HNRC). When hauled
away on the sharp curve off the shed
the inevitable happened. Another lesson
learned!

The trains were routed via Derby,
Rotherham (stop for exam), Leeds and
then via Settle to Carlisle. By the time the
train had got to Leeds the coal was well
back in the tender and the heaviest part of
the run yet to come. Another water stop
and exam was made at Hellifield.

Class Nines are not allowed to run
on Network Rail lines because of the
flangeless wheel.

Another very hard duty for the Nines
was the Tyne Dock-Consett Iron Works
imported ore trains. Ten of the class –
92060 to 92066 and 92097 to 92099
– were fitted with air compressors for
working the air-operated doors on the
wagons.

BARROW HILL ONCE AGAIN
PLAYS HOST TO A FAMOUS
LOCOMOTIVE
Early on the morning of 16th January 2019,
steam locomotive 60163 “Tornado” once
again graced the rails of the Roundhouse.

Most locomotives have an Achilles
heel. On the Nines it was the flangeless
centre driving wheel, which was prone
to dropping off the road (rail) on sharp
curves. This was soon discovered at
Barrow Hill when the first one on shed
was taken through the Slip Road (now
removed) and the driving wheel dropped
off. Lesson learned! A notice was soon
exhibited stating “no Nines to go through
the Slip”. History repeated itself in
preservation days when a Nine came by

In April 2018, whilst working a King’s
Cross to York “Ebor Express”, the loco
suffered a disastrous failure when part of
its inside cylinder motion collapsed. The
loco was hauled to Peterborough and onto
the Nene Valley Railway. It was taken to
the preserved railway’s shed at Wansford
where repairs were carried out.
After a period of running in, it was
returned to Network Rail lines at

Photo: BHESS Collection
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Peterborough from where it worked a
special test train to Northallerton. Sadly
more problems with the locomotive’s
motion were discovered and the loco was
returned to Doncaster and then on to
Barrow Hill where it was due to come for
attention to its support coach by Rampart
Engineering. The loco had the offending
bearings attended to and the boiler was
washed out on one of the coldest days of
the year. Hardy souls these steam men and
women!
On 13th February “Tornado” left Barrow
Hill with its support coach for a spell of
running on the Wensleydale preserved
railway.
Dave Darwin

A quality set of stairs is being installed by Frank
our joiner and the weekend volunteers, which will
allow safe access to the store room (the former
sand store) above the corner lock up.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock
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HISTORICAL CORNER NO. 50
I didn’t want it to go unmarked
that this Historical Corner is the
50th penned by our good friend
Vignoles.

the Big Four, together with the London
Passenger Transport Board (“LPTB”),
the Ministry of Transport and the Home
Office formed this committee. Their first
report was issued in June 1938, shortly
before the “Munich Crisis” which was an
international peace conference held on
28th and 29th September 1938. Germany
had invaded Poland on 1st September
and as a consequence Great Britain and
France declared war upon Germany from
3rd September 1939.

I am sure that all Newsletter readers will
agree with me that the depth of Vignoles’
knowledge across so many railway subjects
is quite incredible and I am delighted that
Vignoles has been able to share all this
information with us in such a genuine and
easy to read style. I personally have learnt
many interesting things about railway
history close to Barrow Hill and further
afield that I would otherwise never have
known. Thank you Vignoles for keeping us
all entertained and informed – and here’s
to the next 50 Historical Corners!

In the British Isles the evacuation of
mothers and young children from
areas of high risk to safer rural areas
(principally by rail) had already started
on 31st August. Large areas of population
such as London, Birmingham, Merseyside
and Manchester had prepared fleets of
buses to reach outlying railway stations
in the suburbs. Regular timetabled
trains were mostly cancelled to
accommodate the evacuation train
services. Destinations were selected
by the railway companies and the
local authorities had organised living
accommodation and school placements
where necessary. Under “Operation
Pied Piper” the railways were principally
responsible for the evacuation of
approximately 1.5 million people.

Alexa Stott, Editor

WAR CLOUDS AGAIN
This year marks the 80th anniversary
of the beginning of the Second World
War (1939-45). However, the “Big
Four” railways were already making
preparations both for their own
defence and the nation as a whole as
early as the summer of 1937. More
significant however, was the need to
support the armed forces by offering
manufacturing facilities and essential
transportation requirements of all
kinds. The government had formed the
Railway Technical Committee, with a
remit to consider arrangements for
protecting railway operations and
installations in the event of war. Such
matters included Air Raid Precautions
(ARP) and forming stockpiles of
emergency plant and materials at
strategic locations. Representatives of

The mobilisation of the UK armed forces
started in earnest on 1st September
1939 when 10,000 soldiers were
conveyed by rail to the King George
V docks in Glasgow. Their ultimate
destinations were the Mediterranean
garrisons on the British-held territories
of Malta, Gibraltar, Cyprus and
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Hoo”. The Southern acquired the former
Deepdene Hotel at Dorking and the
GWR was based at Beenham Grange,
near Aldermaston.

Alexandria. On 9th September the
following week the British Expeditionary
Force (“BEF”) departed to ports in
France. 102,000 men were transported
were transported by rail on 261 special
trains, including 25,000 road vehicles.
These were all embarked onto ships
principally from the south coast and South
Wales ports.

The Railway Executive Committee
(“REC”) was established on 24th
September 1938, based on the similar
organisation that had existed in the First
World War. The LPTB proposed that the
REC could occupy a disused Underground
station at Down Street on the Piccadilly
line as its HQ.

It was obvious that London would be a
prime target for the enemy’s bombers and
it would be essential for all the railway
headquarters organisations to be moved
out of the capital to the relative safety of
the countryside. As early as the 1860s, it
was recognised that the railways around
London could be used as a defensive
ring if an enemy invasion ever happened.
Previously the railway inventor William
Bridges Adams (1797-1872) had proposed
a defensive military railway, linked in a
circular route to all the main line routes
radiating around the capital. He imagined
that rail-mounted gun batteries would in
effect become mobile forts and be able to
quickly move to any location to meet the
advancing enemy. This far-sighted thinking
was to emerge in a slightly different way
as the Second World War developed.

With the collapse of France in May
1940, it was suggested that many
central government functions should
be moved away from central London to
the countryside, including 23,000 civil
servants. Examples were the War Cabinet
who would occupy stately homes in
Worcestershire at Hindlip Hall and Bevere
House. King George VI and the Royal
Family would be evacuated to Madresfield
Court, near Malvern. Fortunately, these
plans were cancelled, but not before
extensive studies of the logistics for all
the necessary train movements had been
undertaken.
The Government was completely aware
that the operation of passenger and
freight trains could not be impeded under
war conditions. Sufficient funds were
allocated to protect vital installations
such as control centres, signal boxes and
stations from invasion or aerial bombing.
Numerous underground bunkers were
built and existing buildings strengthened
to mitigate blast damage from bombing.
The Government also sponsored the
manufacture by Ransomes & Rapier

In the anticipation of war, the LMS
had already acquired a country house
from the Earl of Clarendon called “The
Grove”, which was near to Watford in
Hertfordshire. Two days before war was
declared, 3,000 staff from the LMS had
taken occupation of the house and further
timber huts were built in the adjoining
gardens. Similarly, the LNER moved to a
stately home near Hitchen called “The
29
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of timber planking with pebbles inserted
in between. A further example called
the “Bison” comprised of bodywork
having reinforced concrete side panels.
The Company also specialised in the
manufacture of modular transmitter
cabins for radio detector location.

Limited of twelve railway breakdown
steam cranes of 35 tons capacity, ready to
deal with emergency bridge repairs and
the aftermath of train accidents. These
cranes were distributed amongst the Big
Four railways for their use.
Existing engineering manufacturers were
obviously going to be overwhelmed with
demands for war work. The established
factories could not be easily expanded to
cope, especially as vital time and money
would be lost in so doing. However
the railways had their own independent
locomotive and rolling stock workshops,
which could be used in the war effort,
even if some of the existing machine tools
needed to be augmented with specialised
plant for military needs and an increased
labour force had to be recruited and
trained.

The Derby Locomotive Works already
possessed heavy plant and machinery.
For example, large diameter lathes used
for turning locomotive driving wheels
were readily adapted for the machining of
gun turret mounting rings for tanks and
warships. Field guns of 17 pounder and 25
pounder types were also manufactured.
The Carriage & Wagon Workshops at
Crewe and Horwich were also involved
in designing and building medium tanks of
the Cruiser, Centaur and Matilda types.
By 1943, the LMS had undertaken 4,705
commissions for war work, with a total
cost for materials of £18 million being
supplied by the Company.

For example, the LMS works at Derby
was largely taken over and adapted for the
manufacture of Royal Air Force aircraft
components. These included the wing
assemblies for Spitfire, Hurricane and
Typhoon fighters in the “E” workshop,
together with components for bombers
such as the Lancaster and the Hampton
in the “A” workshop. The woodworking
skills found at the Carriage & Wagon
Works was easily adapted to the
construction of Horsa gliders, which
were made principally from timber and
canvas. Similarly, the LMS Road Motor
Department converted civilian parcels
delivery vans to become mobile troop
carriers for the defence of RAF airfields.
One design, known as the “Armadillo”,
comprised of bodywork having two layers

The LMS design for the Stanier 8F 2-8-0
heavy freight locomotives were chosen as
a standard, not only for service on all the
Big Four railways, but also for overseas
military service in countries such as Egypt
and Syria. With the workshops of the LMS
already overstretched with vital war work,
the other railways were asked to assist
in the manufacture of new 8Fs. Uniquely
therefore, all the railways contributed to
the war effort in this way, by providing
much needed workshop capability. The
GWR build 79 8Fs at Swindon, the LNER
built 101 at Darlington and Doncaster
and the Southern built 129 at Ashford,
Brighton and Eastleigh.
30

were manned by detachments of the
Royal Artillery and the Railway Operating
Division. LMS 350hp diesel shunting
locomotives were requisitioned to move
the guns into their firing positions to
avoid the smoke from steam locomotives
being seen by the enemy. Later, additional
rail guns came into use, including three
with barrels of 6” bore (152mm), four at
9.2” (234mm), together with two massive
guns at 15” (381mm) bore. Subsequently,
sufficient gun barrels of 6” (152mm) bore
were found to build three more rail guns.
These were deployed further along the
Kent coast at Fan Bay, South Foreland,
Wanstone and Lydden Spout respectively.

The provision of air raid shelters for
railway staff and passengers was obviously
going to be a necessity. Probably the
biggest public shelter to be provided
by the railways was at Waterloo station
in London. The station itself had been
built up on a series of brick viaduct
arches, which elevated the platforms
above the surrounding streets. Sleeping
accommodation within the arches was
available for about 6,000 people every
night. Some were transient passengers
and others were local people who
had been bombed out of their homes.
Fortunately, the German invasion of the
British Isles (codename “Operation Sea
Lion”) had faltered. The outline plans had
been prepared by 2nd July 1940, with the
intention to commence the attack on
15th September, provided that German
air supremacy could be achieved. This did
not happen, but aerial bombardments
and fighter plane attacks instead heralded
the air campaign known as The Battle of
Britain.

Perhaps taking inspiration from the
ideas of William Bridges Adams, the
LNER built a total of ten armoured
trains which patrolled mainly coastal
areas and protected significant bombing
targets such as the Forth railway bridge
in Scotland. The trains were manned by
railway volunteers and detachments of
the local Home Guard units. They carried
6 pounder Quick Firing guns mounted in
modified steel bodied open wagons.

Railway-operated coastal defence heavy
batteries were established at Dover to
protect the straits of the English Channel.
Initially, long range guns were built from
14” (356mm) bore former World War
One Royal Navy gun barrels, mounted on
railway bogies. These were breech loaded
barrels and would have been placed in
gun turrets on battleships. They came
from spare stocks and had been intended
for use on HMS King George V and HMS
Furious but were not used in that role.
Instead, these guns were deployed at St.
Margaret’s Bay and kept hidden in the
railway tunnel at Martin Mill. The guns

The dedicated locomotives were
protected with armour plate and
were allocated from the F4 class 2-42Ts. Similarly, the Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch narrow gauge railway (15” or
381mm track) in Kent was requisitioned
and manned by a detachment of the
Somerset Light Infantry. Being narrow
gauge there were limitations as to fire
power but the train carried anti-tank
rifles and Lewis machine guns. Despite
the diminutive size of the RH&DR trains,
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the railway was nevertheless credited
with bringing down at least one German
aeroplane.
There was also a growing need for
additional freight wagons for military
purposes. Initially, this was achieved by
Government requisition of any redundant
wagons that the railways could spare. For
example, the LMS offered predominately
pre-grouping wagons which were obsolete
or non-standard, such as ex-Lancashire
& Yorkshire or ex-London & North
Western Railway examples. As previously
mentioned, many railway workshops had
been taken over for war so consequently
production lines and processes could not
easily revert to routine railway activities.

equipment such as components for the
famous “Bailey Bridge” in support of the
D Day invasion of Europe.
The Southern was therefore best suited
to provide new wagons to other railways,
examples being the standard design of
SR ventilated vans which were supplied
to the GWR and the LMS. Similarly, the
LNER and the Ministry of Supply took
delivery of SR standard 5-plank open
merchandise wagons. The SR design of 25
ton brake vans were also supplied directly
to the War Department and many of
these were sent overseas, including to the
Middle East.

One exception was the Southern
Railway’s wagon works at Ashford in Kent.
Being close to the French coastline and an
obvious target in the event of an enemy
invasion, it remained predominately as a
wagon works. When the risk of invasion
had subsided by 1944, Ashford Works did
contribute to the manufacture of military

Similarly, the LNER built a batch of
ventilated vans of an existing pre-grouping
design, specifically for UK “internal use”
in military service. These had wooden
underframes and the minimum of steel
components in order to save on this
precious commodity. In using an existing
design, although technically obsolete, this
saved time in procurement and simplified
manufacture. One of these vans is
preserved at Barrow Hill and still carries
its military number AD 402.

Photos: Mervyn Allcock

Vignoles
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MONEY MATTERS
As mentioned in Newsletter 58, my role
as the Society’s Treasurer doesn’t include
responsibility for the Charity’s trading
subsidiary, Barrow Hill Limited (“BHL”)
and thus the information given below is
restricted to the financial performance
of the principal company, Barrow Hill
Engine Shed Society (“BHESS”). The
finances relating to the various commercial
activities at the site including the shop,
café, major events (such as Rail Ale), rental
income from tenants and operational
undertakings are dealt with by BHL.

we have now entered the final phase, when
the remaining 10% may withheld by the
NLHF pending the delivery of an evaluation
report on the project, likely due in the
third quarter of the year.
In terms of non-NLHF expenditure over
the period, the new humidity-controlled
display case reported in the last Newsletter
was paid for principally through a grant
from Museum Development East Midlands
(“MDEM”) and a sparkling new awards
cabinet in the café area was purchased
(awaiting display of the new gong? Many
congratulations again Mr Merv MBE).Two
further grants were awarded by MDEM
towards a replacement PC, monitor and
software for the Collections Team and a
research group visit to Kew to explore the
early history of the Roundhouse.

I am pleased to report that the BHESS
funds remain healthy and the current
overall balance remains more than
adequate to sustain the BHESS annual
operating costs. This position has been
maintained without any Grant Aid support
from BHL’s 2018 profits, which has been
withheld to date pending confirmation
of the 2018 financial statements from
the accountants and provision for the
purchase of 41708. The BHL profit balance
after that purchase will be Gift Aided to
BHESS prior to October 2019. Within the
current Society balance, funds continue to
be reserved towards the proposed coaling
stage and provision will be made shortly
for capital expenditure to improve the
appearance of the site for our visitors and
commercial customers.
The majority of the BHESS expenditure
at present continues to arise from the
delivery phase of the Roundhouse ‘Moving
Forward’ project supported by the
National Lottery Heritage Fund (“NLHF”).
The NLHF grant, approved in March
2016, was £1.176m to repair, refurbish
and develop the site and our activities, in
order to broaden our audience. To date,
£1.06m of the grant has been spent and

Receipts during the period came principally
from memberships and associated donations,
social evenings and the annual building
society interest, along with VAT refunds.
Turning to the BHESS banking
arrangements, changes have been
introduced to improve the interest on
deposit funds and gain interest from funds
used for day to day banking.
Finally, and having reported in Newsletter
58 the submission of the 2017 accounts to
Companies House, I can report that the
BHESS accounts and supporting documents
for the year ended 31st December 2018
were handed to the accountants in January
2019. We understand that they will be
completed shortly and, hopefully, the
annual results will be reported in the next
Newsletter.
Paul Millington
Treasurer
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VOLUNTEERS’ REPORT
January and February may be
seen as a quiet time because
there are no visitors but the
Volunteer team have still
been here at the Roundhouse
every weekend. It is a good
opportunity to be able to
concentrate on some of the
more difficult jobs.

the birds were using. This was rectified
by a few broken bricks and some mortar
and the sparrows were left to find
another roost. It wasn’t ideal but we
couldn’t have baby sparrows falling down
into the space and be unable to get out.
There are plenty more successful nesting
places around the Roundhouse.
Whilst on the subject of birds, I am glad
to report the Little Owl still occupies
the Roundhouse and is heard regularly
and often seen sunbathing in the early
morning in the roof vents. I hope he/she
finds a mate this season.

One job that we had to do was to
investigate how the house sparrows
were getting into the roof space above
the “Worn Step” entrance to the
Roundhouse. We took a panel off and
found several sparrow corpses. Although
we could see daylight, we were unable
to do anything from inside because of
cables and pipework. An investigation
from the outside found an access point

The volunteers led by Frank have
finished off the frost protection to
the train servicing equipment left by
East Midland Trains. All the points have

Jamie Williams stood with the two
completed Class 02 shunters, with
Dave Darwin in the cab.
Photo: Dale Holford
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A very smartly turned out
“Harry” in freshly painted livery
seen here on the turntable.
Photo: Dale Holford

had boxes fitted over them and the
pumping equipment for the CET disposal
has had a shed built over it. All these
constructions have also been insulated.

The wagon project continues. The
next wagon that we have taken on is a
Southern PMV (Parcels & Miscellaneous
Van) No. S1874S. Although it has no
identification on it, its previous owners
the 33/1 Preservation Company Limited
had saved its ID on a sheet inside. This
van was donated by Richard Pinker as it
was in a poor state and would have to
have something done to it pretty quickly
or it would be beyond restoration. The
first task was to unload the many spares
out of the van into another wagon. The
van was sagging heavily on one corner
so the lads jacked the bad corner up,
thinking that the springs would need
attention. They discovered that it hadn’t
actually got a bearing in that axle box
and the piece of wood it had been
running on had worn through. Luckily
the axle journal is in good repair, so a
new bearing is being sourced.

“Harry” the Shunter has been finished
off in his original Dover Gasworks livery
and transfers of the Gasworks logo and
the loco number have been applied to
the back of the cab. He’s looking quite
smart. Well done and thank you to those
who researched the origins of “Harry”.
The name “Harry” was applied at the
Roundhouse when in the early years of
preservation the charity was bequeathed
a sum of money from the estate of
Harry Skevington that enabled us to buy
a much needed shunter.
The volunteers have also continued to
help Jamie Williams on his 02 shunter
when required and we are pleased to
report that it is coming on a treat.
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As you will see from the photos, the
doors needed a wee bit of TLC! You
will also see the fantastic job Frank our
joiner has made of making new ones.
They are made of two layers of one inch
planks and made to match the original
planking.

For the last few weeks it has been all
hands on deck to get ready for Rail Ale
2019. The annual huge shunt to clear
the Roundhouse is almost complete
and we’ve been tidying up our working
area ready for the bars to be installed
in this corner. We’ve also started laying
down the many metres of board to
cover the rails and other trip hazards
in the building. By the time of the next
Newsletter it will all have been put back
together again as if it never happened!

The gang has also started to get rid
of the old paint inside and eventually
it will become our works van and we
will put the generator and welder
together with all the track work tools
for when we need to work away from
the Roundhouse on the Yard’s Permanent
Way.

Don Cambridge

The wagon doors were clearly
in a very sorry state!
Photo: Don Cambridge

Frank the joiner making the final
adjustments to the new wagon doors.
Photo: Don Cambridge
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AND FINALLY
Paul Beardsley emailed to
report that a long standing
friend of his, Tom Robinson,
had recently come across
these tickets and wondered
if they might be of interest
for the magazine.
Paul believes it was 1G32
in both directions; 0648
Chesterfield to Darlington
and 2052 return with 47283
as the motive power. Does
anyone else remember
this charter; were you one
of the passengers? Even
better, does anyone have any
photographs of the day?
Alexa Stott
Editor
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AND FINALLY continued...
It’s time for Barrow Hill
Crossword with thanks to
“ClayCrossChris”. As always, it’s
just for fun, no prizes.

The answers to Crossword #1 are on page
40 of this newsletter. The answers to #2
will be in the next Newsletter.

‘The Barrow Hill Railway Crossword #2’, Newsletter 59.

74 clues and 178 letters to solve this time. No prizes, just for fun.…..‘Clay Cross Chris’ .
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Smethwick trackwork. [6+8]
‘ - - ‘ class 4-4-0 loco used by ‘Victorian Railways’ [2]
Installed by electrification engineers. [4]
47081 on a Wednesday. [4]
Large UK transport group. [5]
Derby depot. [2]
Ecclesbourne terminus. [10]
‘National Rail’ abbreviation for Potteries station. [3]
D1020 ‘WESTERN - - - - ‘‘. [4]
Hampshire depot. [2]
Surrey village with ‘EAST’ & ‘WEST’ stations. [5]
USA supplier of buffers, clips, skids and other rail equipment. [5]
Achronym for engine pressure. [2]
‘Spice Girl’ Deltic ? [4]
Depot formerly 70E [2]
Junction for Bolsover branch. [7]
River next to Kingswear station. [4]
‘Watercress’ river. [4]
‘LB&SCR’ loco nickname. [7]
Acronym for early USA railway communications company [2]
‘ - - - - ‘ [4] & 39 down [8]. GC ‘Butler Henderson’ designer.
‘ R - - GRANDE’, former major USA railroad. _IO [2]
Scottish ‘Trainspotting’ location [5]
Weston station. [5]
Now closed depot just outside Paddington. [2]
Plenty of ‘ - - - - OS’ taken at a BH Open Day ! [4]
‘ - - - ’ Hill Junction on Erewash line [3]
Gresley pupil and ‘BLUE PETER’ designer. [10]
‘ - - STON JUNCTION’, south of Tyne Yard [2]
Famous river in the city at the terminus of HS1 [5]
Largest bus operator at Paragon station. [4]
‘ - - - - 16’. Stop on ex-‘Mornington Rlwy’ in Melbourne, OZ [4]
Yorkshire Depot in Eastern Leeds [2]
Chesterfield trackwork [6+8]

Don’t forget YOU can also be part of this
Newsletter. We welcome all contributions
– big or small – photographs, a special
memory of bygone days, your thoughts on

Nickname for EE Type 3’s. [8]
Station on the ‘Far North Line’ [5]
Steam loco that carries its own water and fuel [4]
A very cold depot near Wormwood Scrubs [2]
‘ - - - - - STAR’. Broad guage loco at Swindon [5]
‘ - - - ON ’. Depot on the Erewash line [2]
LMS #5581 ‘ B - - AR & ORISSA’ [2]
Buffer manufacturer. [4]
LMS 4-6-0 #5687 & 50006 [7]
EM2 E27003 ‘ - - ANA ‘ [2]
Henry ‘- - - - - -‘. MR & LMS Engineer [6]
‘IinterRegio’ train codes. [2]
‘ - - - - FIELD’, ‘Crossrail’ eastern terminus. [4]
Sawbridgeworth station code. [3]
LNER 4-6-2 #4473 [7]
Level crossing in Moray between Keith and Elgin [7]
Devon branch terminus [7]
Typical suburban trains [3]
Retford, Tamworth & Willesden Jnc have these [2]
Lincoln junction and former depot [7]
East Ham [2]
Depot between Hither Green and Sevenoaks [2]
Former depot at the Carr [2]
Former Teeside depot [2]
Norwich station [5]
Norfolk Railway now the Bure Valley Railway [3]
…and [ 42 across ] ‘ - - - - - - - - ‘ [8]. GC Loco
MS&LR
Engineer.& MR pioneering manager [7]
PW depot at Temple Mills, en-route to SE Asia ? [2]
Sheffield - Manchester line station [4]
A British Rail ‘region’ [3]
Newton Abbot to Exeter line skirts this Devon river. [5]
55002 [5]
The 3:10 goes here ! [4]
Code for Preston Station [2]
LNWR 2-6-0 #773 ‘ - - - - AUR ’ [4]
Kentish Depot [2]
‘National Rail’ code for Stockport station. [3]
Springs Branch [2]
Is there a downside to this London carriage shed ? [2]

articles from other contributors, a review
of one of our events. Just send me an
email at alexa@alexastott.com or drop me
a note via the Roundhouse Office.
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AND FINALLY continued...
For those of you who, like me, miss the
Naturewatch column, Phil Hodgkiss is still
on the hunt for beasts and bugs around
the site and has sent these two beautiful
pictures in for us to enjoy.

Phil rescued this butterfly in the unusually
warm weather we had in February. He found
it in the preservation area of the yard, near
the coaling stage.
This 8-legged monster was hanging
below the trestle staging outside
the HNRC depot earlier this year.

‘The Barrow Hill Railway Crossword #1’
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Above: There are always some fascinating cameos to be found around the
Roundhouse yard! Photo: Mervyn Allcock
Below: Two Class 08s and a Class 09 undergoing repairs by HNRC.
Photo: Dale Holford

Reflecting on times gone by....has the Roundhouse fitter
just left his work bench for a tea break?
Photo: Dale Holford

