THE BARROW HILL ENGINE SHED SOCIETY MAGAZINE

HLF & September
Relaunch Special Edition
Down The Line World
Premiere - review
See page 17

MORE photos and
stories INSIDE...
Double header delight
see page 20-21

Jools Holland returns see page 23

Winter 2017 Price £2.50

Issue

55

Above: A scene from the “Down The Line” play at the September launch.
Below: Visiting the main attraction Flying Scotsman at the September event. Photos: Alexa Stott

Opening Shot...
Clive Goult, RO of Flying Scotsman, and
David Wright, RO of Tornado, join General
Manager Mervyn Allcock at the end of a
fantastic four-day celebration.
Photo: Alexa Stott

CONTENTS
Chairman’s Notes

4

Heritage Lottery Fund Update

7

Roundhouse News

11

- ‘Made in Chesterfield’ launch
- EMT Great Service Awards
- Duke of Devonshire visits Barrow Hill

Roundhouse Events

14

- September Launch
- “Down The Line” Review
- Christmas Family Fun Day
- Jools Holland Returns...
- Social Evenings 2018

Historical Corner

25

Steam Locomotive Department Notes

28

Volunteers’ Report

31

From the Collections Team

33

Money Matters

35

And Finally...

38

FRONT COVER:
43 years to the day after her last visit Flying
Scotsman returns to the Roundhouse.
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From the Manager
Welcome to the final Barrow Hill
Newsletter of 2017, and what a
fantastic year it has been!

HAVE YOU GOT A MEMORY
OF BARROW HILL IN
STEAM OR DIESEL DAYS?

The Heritage Lottery Fund supported
building work is now complete and has
given us a brilliant new reception, kitchen
and toilets plus a fantastic refurbishment of
the Roundhouse building.

Do you have photographs of the
depot which we could use in future
issues of the Newsletter?
Please get in touch with Alexa Stott
by post: Barrow Hill Roundhouse,
Campbell Drive, Barrow Hill,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S43 2PR.
Or email: alexa@alexastott.com

design

print

web

The new interpretation is brilliant but
most importantly of all we have kept
the unique atmosphere of the UK’s last
operational Roundhouse.

signs
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Some of the amazing Barrow Hill team behind the relaunch event. Photo: Ian Beardsley

The relaunch event with Flying Scotsman
and Tornado in September was a very
special event and thousands came to
celebrate the beginning of our new era.

Our commercial tenants are all growing
as well and bringing more and more
commercial activity to the site – long may
it continue.

2018 looks set to be an equally successful
year with the Rail Ale festival on 17th, 18th
and 19th May. The following weekend on
Saturday 26th May the Roundhouse will
once again rock to the sound of Jools
Holland and his special guests.

I have said this many times before and I will
say it many more times in the future - a
very big thank you to everyone who has
played a part in our success over the years
and here’s to a fabulous 2018!
Finally, from me, I hope you enjoy reading
this Newsletter and a Happy Christmas
and a prosperous New Year to everyone.

The commercial side of our activities looks
set to grow too in 2018. Barrow Hill is set
to become a temporary depot for East
Midlands Trains, servicing several of their
trains every night for the months of July,
August and September.

Cheers!
Mervyn Allcock
General Manager
December 2017
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
In this Festive season, we
can take time to celebrate the
wonderful renovated Roundhouse
that has been returned to us
looking authentic with excellent
interpretation.

well hidden in Derbyshire and they marked
the completion of the capital works carried
out as part of the Barrow Hill “Moving
Forward” Heritage Lottery project. But it
is not the end of the project. Apart from
the snagging list, which is inevitable with a
project of this scale, the project has another
two years to run.

It is a credit to all the eager volunteers, HLF
funded staff and the Trustees that we have
done so much with the HLF funding. Thank
you so much to you all.

This will involve all the activities that we
shall develop to encourage a new and more
diverse audience to visit Barrow Hill and
learn about the site’s heritage. What we
have done so far is to provide the new and
improved facilities that will enable us to
develop our audience. These include the
new café, kitchen and toilets and shop, and
improvements to the Lecture Room and
the Collections office and store. These,
together with the new interpretation
facilities, are major enhancements of
Barrow Hill Engine Shed, all done, we hope,
without destroying the unique atmosphere
of a working roundhouse. And the smell!

My predecessor as Chairman, Mike
Kennedy, and his Board of Trustees first
thought about this project five years ago.
They appointed a museum consultant,
Anita Hollinshead, to advise us on how
to proceed. Her report led to the
development of our Heritage Lottery Fund
submission, which was project managed
by Anita and Mike and without them we
would not be here today. In fact, the scale of
the project meant that Mike dedicated his
time to the project. I then filled the gap as
Chairman.

Another innovative part of the relaunch
was the play “Down the Line”, more of
which you will hear about later in the
Newsletter. The professionalism, the acting
and the organisation of the play was perfect

I enjoyed the reopening enormously and
would like to personally thank the 60
or more volunteers who turned out for
various roles including loco crews, car park
duty, shop keeping, guides, safety marshals,
programme selling, catering support, etc.
This is a fantastic display of commitment
and interestingly and encouragingly we
picked at least 12 new volunteers just
before the event. Since the launch there has
been a high level of interest in volunteering
and the Trustees are addressing the issue
of young and vulnerable volunteers so that
we can be more inclusive in terms of our
volunteer work force.

The calm before the storm. The newly
completed entrance building awaits the crowds
on the evening of Wednesday 20th September.
Photo: Alexa Stott

The launch days attracted 5,000 visitors
which is brilliant for a small railway depot
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A scene from the first act of “Down The Line”.
Photo: Glynn Wilton

and even the weather played ball! Those that
did not see it missed an absolute treat and
to see Flying Scotsman on the turntable in
the finale seemed an appropriate highlight
for all the efforts Mervyn has taken to save
and now fully renovate the Roundhouse.

The Barrow Hill team has been crucial. The
Board has been totally supportive of the
work carried out by the project team and
Mervyn Allcock who should take enormous
credit for preserving the large square
building and who works tirelessly as site
manager, with able assistance from Dale
Holford. They have ensured that the site
continued to operate for the benefit of our
commercial tenants during the upheaval of
the works. The project has been managed
by Glynn Wilton with Grace Tebbutt
developing the Learning & Access activities.
Alexa Stott has marketed, publicised and
Facebooked everything and without her we
would not have had such incredible visitor
numbers. We are very grateful to all of our
volunteers and I would like to recognise
their enormous invaluable efforts in keeping
the site going and managing its activities.

Everyone involved in the relaunch events
deserves a huge pat on the back. We now
clearly have an offer that is attractive to
a family audience. The number of families
enjoying the delights of the Roundhouse
was very much in evidence and many said
they would be back and would be spreading
the word to other families.
Many individuals have been inspired by
the project and helped along the way. Our
architect Carl Andrews came in at an early
stage and provided sketch ideas which he
has developed throughout the project,
giving us our superb new extension whilst
safeguarding the existing building for its
future life. We have been fortunate in our
builders, T&C Williams, and, in particular,
Richard Beasley and site foreman Chris
Kirby who have fully cooperated with us in
delivering the building works on time, within
budget and to a high standard. The story
of Barrow Hill and its community has been
told in a fascinating way by Headland Design,
building on previous work by Jim Grevatte.

We have received support and
encouragement from Chesterfield Borough
Council (our landlords), Derbyshire County
Council and Museum Development East
Midlands. We are also grateful for financial
and in-kind contributions from the Duke of
Devonshire’s Charitable Trust, Chesterfield
General Charitable Trust, Community
Growth CIC, Arts Council England (Ready
to Borrow grant), Sandford Cascade, the
5

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES continued...
Branch Line Society, NMD Railway Society,
Burgess Design & Print, Pennine Railway
Services and MGOC Limited. We have
also developed very helpful links with local
schools and colleges.

To these and to all others who I have not
been able to mention, we offer our sincere
thanks, and we hope that you will, like us,
think it has all been worth it.
We were honoured that Sir Peter Luff
agreed to come and celebrate the
reopening of Barrow Hill and he was very
complimentary about the HLF project and
the obvious value for money that had been
achieved. He later reiterated that he was
incredibly impressed with the reopening
events.

We still need to continue to raise funds
and I would particularly like to thank all
those who have already contributed, such
as Top Link sponsors Arvato, Shedcode,
Harry Needle Railroad Company, Ringwood
Hall Hotel, T&C Williams and Pindari. We
have also had donation from individuals
such as Denis Dunstone and those making
donations during their visits especially at
Rail Ale.

Alexa Stott has made full use her marketing
skills since we have reopened and we have
had quite a few events in the Roundhouse
including the “Made in Chesterfield” launch
event, East Midlands Trains’ Annual Great
Service Awards ceremony and a Trustees
training events organised by Museum
Development East Midlands. These are great
profile raising activities and bode well for
the future – Moving Forward.

The greatest thanks must go to the
Heritage Lottery Fund. From their initial
support and careful questioning before we
even submitted our application, through the
careful and courteous examination of our
application by the East Midlands office under
Jonathan Platt, the help of our two case
officers, Mark Humphries and Charlotte
Mulliner, and, in particular, our Monitor Tim
Caulton, all of whom guided and encouraged
us to constantly improve our project.

Mark Robinson
Chairman

In preparation for their use of Barrow Hill as a temporary depot
during the Derby Station remodelling and resignalling in 2018,
East Midlands Trains have been holding staff meetings at the
Roundhouse to familiarise themselves with the layout and facilities.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock
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HLF UPDATE
PROJECT MANAGER UPDATE
Although the project isn’t complete,
it is very satisfying to be able to tick a
few things off the list! This is what the
team has done to date.
All work to the Roundhouse building has
been completed, including work to repair
the wall cap and install flashing, clean
and paint all the roof steelwork and the
internal walls and renew the external lime
mortar pointing where needed.

and collections store has now become a
dedicated collections store. The access
door and fire door have been closed off
and a new connecting door between the
work area and collections store and a fire
exit from the work area have been created.
Roller racking has been installed in the
collections store which has quadrupled
the shelf space and a temperature control
heating and cooling unit installed. An
addition grant from Museum Development
East Midlands has enabled the collection
team to relocate objects into boxed
storage creating higher standard of
individual object storage.

The new entrance building is complete,
new signage has been installed at the car
park entrance and provision for disabled
parking has been made in the new car
park. The learning and meeting area of the
Roundhouse is also finished. The existing
blue brick floor has been lifted, underfloor
heating installed and the floor replaced.
The low ceiling has been removed and
replaced with a new higher level ceiling
and a projector and screen installed for
use by school groups and other meetings.
Storage, coat hooks and ‘bag bins’ for
schools have been provided. A timeline
display depicting the life of the immediate
area and the Roundhouse, in relation to
historic events, is now in place along with
some large black and white images taken
from the Roundhouse collection.

Apart from some small, post installation
snagging items, the interpretative displays
are now all in place. The displays are mix of
traditional text and photo graphic panels,
manual interactive displays, audio visual
displays, audio installations, object display
cases and touchscreens. A small amount
of work is still needed during the winter
period to address some teething problems.
Observation of the use of the exhibitions
shows a high level of user engagement.

The Conservation Workshop space has
been tidied, the walls and floors cleaned and
equipment and machinery has been made
safe so that it works to modern standards.
New work benches and equipment have
also been purchased and installed.

The learning room and the café’s use as
a meeting space has already proved very
popular.The facility has been successful in
attracting organisations to use the venue,
including the Derbyshire Museums Forum,
Chesterfield Champions, East Midlands Trains
and Museum Development East Midlands.

The archive office has been relocated to
a separate, larger area and is no longer
a part of the collections storage area.
The previous combined archive office
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HLF UPDATE continued...
A variety of family and learning activities
has begun. The Heritage Skills Training
Programme has successfully engaged
students from Chesterfield College,
Barrow Hill volunteers and members
of the general public in working with
lime mortar pointing for the brickwork
as reported in the last Newsletter.
Community projects with Community
Growth CIC have been undertaken and
are in progress, successfully engaging
members of the local community of all
ages with their heritage.

Learning how to coal a loco - it’s harder
than it looks! Photo: Glynn Wilton

Sheffield Hallam University performing
arts students developed scripts to be
used by volunteers to deliver costumed
interpretation to visitors at the
Roundhouse. The University has also
delivered STEM sessions with Hollingwood
School programming basic computer
interactives themed on the Roundhouse.
These activities have been funded under
the Museum University Partnership
Initiative. The ultimate goal is to produce
interactive displays at the Roundhouse.

Students from Springwell College have
undertaken a project to create a film based
on the themes from the Roundhouse.
Students have also taken part in a project
to create sound collages with the Artists
in Residence, Kidology. Kidology have
successfully obtained external funding from
the Arts Council to deliver a wider range
of art activity throughout the period of the
project. During the October half term they
delivered a series of activities as part of the
national ‘Big Draw’ initiative. The project,
Carbon Capture, encouraged children to
create pictures using different types of
carbon such as coal, charcoal and candles to
create images inspired by the Roundhouse.

So not a bad start to a three-year project
and here’s to the next two years! Happy
Christmas!
Glynn Wilton, Project Manager

The Brimington Brownies at the end of their
Roundhouse visit. Photo: Grace Escott Tebbutt
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Filming at the Roundhouse.
Photo: Glynn Wilton

LEARNING & ACCESS OFFICER
UPDATE

Our first official visitors came just days after
we had wrapped up from the reopening
weekend at the end of September. The
Brimington Brownies visited the site during
a weekday evening and had an exciting tour
around the Roundhouse, complete with
some dressing up!

Since we reopened in September,
things certainly haven’t come
to a stop! Following the grand
reopening events, the learning
programme has got underway in
earnest with several local schools
and groups coming to visit the
site throughout October and
November.

We have also had a wonderful response
to our call for volunteers to help on the
learning programme, with 10 volunteers
joining the team specifically to support and
lead school and group visits to the site.
Many of these are long standing volunteers
at the Roundhouse, who have used their
knowledge and experience of the site
to educate our visitors along with a few
brand new recruits who have been learning
about the site over the past few months.
The new volunteers have really aided the
launch of the learning programme over the
past few months and we’d like to thank
them for this – here’s to plenty more
excited visitors over the next few years!
Our biggest visit came at the beginning
of October, when Brimington School
stopped at the Roundhouse during their
lunch break for their annual school walk.
The children walked to the Roundhouse

Photo: Glynn Wilton
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HLF UPDATE continued...
from school to have their lunch before
returning back the way they came. They
were certainly blessed with some beautiful
autumnal weather. With thanks to some
good organisation and our brilliant
volunteers, we managed to funnel over
350 children in and out the site and collect
plenty of donations.

piece which was created outside the café
during our Christmas Family Open Day
on 9th December. This was the third in a
series of installations, all of which have been
filmed to interpret the industrial heritage
of the area. The film will be available on the
touchscreen installed as part of the new
exhibitions at the Roundhouse.

We have also been working closely with
Andy Stratton from Sheffield Hallam
University after receiving £1,000 of funding
to trial a project encouraging Museum
and University partnerships. Andy, who is
a senior lecturer in Computer Science,
delivered some fabulous sessions on
computer programming for local schools
during the autumn term.

Grace Escott Tebbutt
Learning & Access Officer
In November we said a temporary goodbye
to Grace who has left us for maternity
leave. She will be replaced for the year
by Sally Toon, who will be continuing to
work with schools, the community and our
volunteers to deliver lots more events and
visits throughout 2018.

The children combined this session with
tours around the Roundhouse and some
even made their own films about the site,
really getting into the role.

STOP PRESS

We are delighted to announce that
Grace and her husband Hugh are now
the proud parents of a beautiful baby
girl Ada Joan, who was born in the early
hours on 26th November, weighing
4lb 11oz. Both mother and baby are
doing well. Many congratulations from
everyone here at the Roundhouse.

We have also been working closely as
a partner of the Chesterfield Cultural
Education Partnership with Community
Growth CIC who have been delivering a
project of land art events in the local area.
The project culminated with a giant land art

Local school children take a lesson in IT in the Barrow Hill classroom.
Photo: Glynn Wilton
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HEADLINE NEWS & NEWSLINES
Our fabulous new entrance
building was the venue for two
prestigious events in November.
On 2nd November we welcomed
Chesterfield Champions and their ‘Made
in Chesterfield’ launch event showcasing
the quality, diversity and innovation
of manufacturing in the area. Guests
included many local business leaders and
representatives from the University of
Derby and Chesterfield Borough Council.

The ‘Made in Chesterfield’ launch event.
Photo: Alexa Stott

The entrance building was adorned with
East Midlands Trains’ banners and guests
enjoyed champagne and canapes in the
refurbished eating area, many admiring
and warming themselves in front of the
open fire. Guests including Managing
Director, Jake Kelly, then sat down to a
four course meal, the highlight of which

Everyone was welcomed with champagne
and canapes before the business of the
evening commenced with presentations
from Warren Manning, Dean of Engineering
& Technology at the University of Derby
and Barrow Hill Chairman, Professor Mark
Robinson. Guests were then entertained
with tours of the Roundhouse and turntable
demonstrations and there was much praise
for the new facilities.
On 23rd November it was the turn of East
Midlands Trains to make use of our venue
for their annual Great Service Awards.
EMT winners at the Great Service Awards.
Photos: East Midlands Trains
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HEADLINE NEWS & NEWSLINES continued...

Enjoying a splendid lunch
at the EMT Awards.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

was the melting chocolate pudding! As
with the ‘Made in Chesterfield’ event, many
people enjoyed tours of the Roundhouse
and turntable demonstrations before it
was time to head off for trains to Sheffield,
Derby and Nottingham with their awards.

the HLF-funded restoration, new building
and also tour the commercial activities.
Chairman Mark Robinson,Trustee Paul
Millington and General Manager Mervyn
Allcock welcomed the Duke who enjoyed
a coffee and mince pie in the new café with
Bill and Ellen – who he remembered from his
previous visit – before he was introduced to
some of the other staff and volunteers.

13th December was another special day for
Barrow Hill as we welcomed our Patron,
the Duke of Devonshire to take a look at

L-R: Paul Millington, The Duke of Devonshire,
Mervyn Allcock and Mark Robinson outside
the new HLF funded extension.
Photo: Alexa Stott
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One of the DRS class 68s that arrived at the
Roundhouse in the autumn seen here being
serviced in the DPS depot.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

The Duke’s visit coincided with a visit by
students of Sheffield Hallam University
and Hollingwood Primary school who
were working on art and drama projects
which are part of the HLF-funded
learning activities now taking place at the
Roundhouse on a regular basis.

Below: On Sunday 17th September staff,
volunteers and members gathered to see - and
test out - the brand new facilities and enjoy a
buffet lunch in the cafe. Everyone was full of
praise for the work that had been done and had
a great deal of enjoyment trying out the new
interpretation and viewing the exhibitions.
Photos: Alexa Stott

The Duke was very pleased that
the open fires have been retained!
Photo: Alexa Stott
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IMPORTANT NOTICE: The Roundhouse
will be closed from 18th December 2017,
reopening on Saturday 3rd March 2018.
This is to allow the team to continue
work on the HLF-funded improvements
and other site work. However you will be
able to continue to keep up to date with
Roundhouse news by visiting the website
or our Facebook and Twitter pages.

EVENTS
Where do you start on a report
about possibly the biggest event
that Barrow Hill has ever staged
– its own relaunch with two of the
biggest stars in the steam world –
A3 60103 Flying Scotsman and A1
60163 Tornado.

red ribbon into the new entrance building
by Sir Peter Luff, Chairman to the Board
of the National Heritage Memorial Fund
and Heritage Lottery Fund. It was a huge
honour for the Roundhouse to have the
‘top man’ present and demonstrated the
importance of this project to the HLF.
Then, in front of many of Barrow Hill’s
friends and supporters from the heritage
railway industry around the country, the
press and media, Mervyn Allcock – much
to his shock - was presented with a special
award by The Railway Magazine recognising
his achievements at the Roundhouse
spanning nearly 30 years.

Over 5000 people, including a special
HST charter from London, enjoyed the
sights, sounds and smells of a rejuvenated
Roundhouse fit for the 21st century. And
thousands more also enjoyed it thanks to
coverage on BBC TV and radio, with live
broadcasts and interviews throughout the
launch day.
That we were able to put on such a major
event only days after the new facilities
were handed over by the HLF contractors
is a huge credit to the Barrow Hill staff and
volunteers and HLF project contractors
who worked tirelessly in the week leading
up the relaunch, putting in many 100s of
hours of work to get everything ready.

At this point the heavens opened but this
didn’t stop the party. Whilst BBC Look
North interviewed marketing manager
Alexa Stott, Mervyn was talking live on

The relaunch started in the most
traditional of ways – with the cutting of a

Sir Peter cuts the ribbon
with BHESS Chairman Mark
Robinson looking on.
Photo: Chris Milner

A shocked Mervyn Allcock receives
a special award from Chris Milner,
Editor of The Railway Magazine.
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Without much pause for breath – and
only a few hours’ sleep – it was time for
three more days of celebration as the
doors of the Roundhouse were thrown
open to the thousands of people who had
booked tickets in anticipation of being
able to get up close to the two most
famous locomotives in the world – Flying
Scotsman, the first locomotive to be
recorded at 100mph and Tornado, the
most recent addition to the 100mph club –
against the unique and authentic backdrop
of the Roundhouse. Not only could
visitors ride behind both locomotives but
they could also visit the cabs during their
breaks from operating the passenger trains.

Mervyn is interviewed live
on Radio Sheffield by Rony
Robinson as Sir Peter Luff looks
on. Photo: Alexa Stott

Radio Sheffield to Rony Robinson, still
in some shock about the award he’d just
received. Guests took the opportunity
to check out the new HLF funded
interactive displays and exhibitions from
the Roundhouse collection, including many
items that it has not been possible to put
on display before and to take photographs
of themselves in front of Flying Scotsman,
in pride of place on the turntable.
Although this was not the locomotive’s
first visit to the Roundhouse – indeed
it was 43 years to the day since her last
appearance – it was the first time the
world’s most famous steam locomotive had
been pictured inside the UK’s last surviving
operational Roundhouse. Indeed was
it her first appearance inside a working
Roundhouse since the end of steam?

Misleading headboards might also have
been the order of the day. LMS Jinty
Fowler 3F No 47406, a late addition to
the line-up, wasn’t going to miss out on
the party, proudly carrying “The Flying
Scotsman” headboard. In the meantime,
Flying Scotsman was carrying “The Barrow
Hill Collier” headboard in honour of a
Photo: Clive Jarrad

But this wasn’t the last ‘special moment’
of the relaunch. Thursday evening saw the
first performance – and world premiere
– of “Down the Line” a community play
written by Kevin Fegan and produced by
Carole Copeland. Standing ovations and
not many dry eyes in the house was the
result, to be repeated over the next two
nights as Flying Scotsman made her acting
debut and the story of the rise, fall and
rise again of Barrow Hill was told to an
enthralled audience.
15

EVENTS continued...
very special weekend. Not misleading was
the nameplate on one of the visiting DRS
class 68 locos supporting the relaunch –
“Superb” – which in the eyes of several
visitors who noted it, summed up the
event and the restoration work that had
been done on the Roundhouse.
Amongst other treats, on the Sunday
of the event as the sun shone brightly, a
collection of classic Triumph motor cars
were lined up for visitors to enjoy as they
sampled the delights of the catering outlets
and the new café. Families were very
much in evidence and some of our visitors’
feedback was recorded by volunteers:

Photo: Clive Jarrad

“I thought it was good last time I came.....
but this time I’m blown away!”

you have combined it with a thoroughly
modern but tasteful visitor experience well done.”

“Fantastic job. Well done!”

And this about “Down The Line”:

“I was worried that it’d lose its character. It
hasn’t, it’s great! It’s not been wrecked!”

“What a wonderful production, so moving,
so atmospheric, so well done.”

“I think that the restoration of the
Roundhouse is excellent; I have to admit
some trepidation that the ambience
would be spoilt but no - not only have
you retained that special atmosphere but

For those of you who weren’t able to
get tickets for “Down the Line” – it was
a sell out - this review, by Gay Bolton,
appeared in the Derbyshire Times on 22nd
September 2017.

Photo: Geoff Griffiths
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Steam trains, a brass band,
professional actors working with
novice performers and a standing
ovation - theatre doesn’t get better
than this.
“Down The Line” is a world premiere
to celebrate Barrow Hill Roundhouse’s
relaunch and the first opportunity to see
the iconic Flying Scotsman in a theatrical
production. The play is amazingly powerful,
deeply moving and incredibly atmospheric,
bringing north Derbyshire’s community
heritage and industrial history to life in the
best way possible.

Photo: Geoff Griffiths

The play’s director Carole Copeland
has given a polished interpretation of
Kevin Fegan’s beautifully crafted script
which spotlights major events such
as the creation of Barrow Hill village
and the Markham pit disaster. Flying
Scotsman steams in for the finale with the
Roundhouse’s general manager Mervyn
Allcock at its helm - a fitting place for the
man whose tireless campaign saved this
landmark building from the bulldozers and
preserved it for generations to come.

A locomotive takes teenagers off to fight
in the Great War and never returns, an
open-top Morgan car roars in carrying
Lady Chatterley who describes Barrow
Hill and Hollingwood as a tangle of rail
lines and headstocks. Clouds of steam from
loco chimneys and the shriek of whistles
signalling their departure pierce the night
sky. Inside the engine shed, the turntable
doubles as a revolving stage on which a
couple’s marriage disintegrates during
the miners’ strike and a carriage door is
drawn back to unveil a claustrophobic
council office. Dramatic lighting depicts
engine wheels turning - a symbol of life
going on when key figures have passed
on. The acoustics and atmosphere of the
Roundhouse are perfect for the sound of
brass with Ireland Colliery Chesterfield
Band entertaining and leading the audience
on this magical journey.

Photo: Clive Jarrad

Six professional actors, led by Steve Dolton
as narrator cum loco driver Shunter, are
supported by a large crew of performers
from north Derbyshire in portraying the
story of the railway and the Roundhouse’s
impact on the life of the community.
17

EVENTS continued...
But perhaps we saved the best for last in
this incredible celebration? Where else
but Barrow Hill on a Sunday afternoon
would you find the two most famous
steam locomotives in the world doubleheading in a demonstration of pure
100mph Pacific power up our very own
Springwell branch. For two trips only and
unlikely to ever be repeated – a fitting
place to finish our review of September’s
event. An amazing four days that well and
truly launched the new Barrow Hill thanks
to the Herculean efforts of the team –
staff, contractors, volunteers and willing
helpers – over many months. Thank you!

CHRISTMAS FAMILY FUN DAY

There was lots for visitors to see
and do to get them in the Christmas
spirit. Making your own Christmas tree
decorations was equally popular with
children and grown-ups! The lights on
the Christmas tree twinkled as people
made their way through the shop into the
Roundhouse itself and at the other end of
the building, cab rides in the class 03 were
very popular.

On Saturday 9th December the
Roundhouse was once again in festive
mode. The day was sunny but cold
so the fire roaring in the café was
much appreciated by our visitors and
the café did a roaring trade in hot
chocolate and mince pies!

But what was happening outside the café?
All sorts of intriguing boxes and bags were
being lifted out of cars and vans, full of
mysterious contents. And when a drone
appeared, things really started to get
interesting. Gradually, over the course of
continued on page 23

Ireland Colliery Chesterfield Brass Band
led visitors in a superb carol finale to the
Christmas Family Fun Day.
Photo: Alexa Stott
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Above: Actors preparing for a specially arranged photo charter with Flying Scotsman and
Tornado on 20th September.
Below: More classic traction in the form of Triumph motor cars at the September relaunch.
Photos: Alexa Stott

Picture This. . .
The highlight of the September relaunch for many
visitors - and possibly never to be repeated - the
sight of two 100mph Pacific class locomotives double
heading up the Springwell branch.
Photo: Paul Beardsley

Getting up a full head
of steam as the Jinty
prepares for a day of
passenger services.

Beautifully turned out and attracting
admiring glances from young and old.
All Photos: Alexa Stott

Dale gives turntable demonstrations to some
of the families at the September relaunch.

The Jinty in disguise!

Left and right - some views on the footplate
of Flying Scotsman.

EVENTS continued...
the day, all was revealed. This was the third
in a series of Land Art projects organised
by Community Growth. Using coal, bottle
tops, chains, pottery and sawdust – to
mention just a few of the ingredients – a
picture of Gladys, a steam locomotive on
the Barrow Hill turntable, was revealed as
was the drone’s presence. Because this
picture was best viewed from above – and
what a fantastic picture it is.
And that wasn’t all. As a finale to the day
we were delighted to welcome the Ireland
Colliery Chesterfield Brass Band to join
us in the Roundhouse. Surrounded by
locomotives in the fading light of a crisp
winter’s day, Christmas carols were sung
with gusto before returning to the café for
one last hot chocolate!

The Land Art project gets underway...
Photo: Alexa Stott

Rail Ale 2018 will take place on Thursday
17th, Friday 18th and Saturday 19th May
2018. Advance tickets are now on sale
priced at £5.00 for Thursday and £7.00 for
Friday and Saturday. Tickets are available
from www.seetickets.com. A booking fee
applies. Entry includes a commemorative
glass and programme. Tickets will also go
on sale locally on 1st March 2018 and ticket
outlets will be announced in due course.

MAY 2018 – ONE WEEK – TWO
BIG EVENTS!
We’re getting ready for a very busy
– and star studded – week in May
2018 with tickets now on sale for
our hugely popular Rail Ale beer and
music festival as Jools Holland and his
Rhythm & Blues Orchestra are set to
return to rock the Roundhouse for
one night only.

Three days of fantastic entertainment are
lined up: the judging of the coveted Beer
of the Festival will take place on 17th
May along with opportunities to ‘Meet
the Brewer’ and on 18th and 19th May
between 12noon and 5pm the popular Rail
Ale train will be running for visitors.
To quench the thirst there will be over 350
real ales from around the country including
many brewed locally in Derbyshire and
South Yorkshire, a great range of ciders and
craft beers and the return of the incredibly
popular Prosecco bar.
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EVENTS continued...
For music lovers there will be fantastic
live music in the marquee and on the main
stage from jazz and brass through acoustic,
funk and soul to rock and roll.

1st February - Mervyn Allcock, Saving a
Roundhouse **Additional Evening**
The story in pictures of the project to save
Britain’s last operational roundhouse.

The Food Court will be on hand to
provide visitors with a tasty range of food
to suit every appetite from pork pies
to pancakes and hog roast to pizza; not
forgetting the chocolate, the cheese and
even coffee!

15th February - Anthony Hicks, Where
Would You Like to Go?
An evening for audience participation!
Anthony will offer a selection of different
topics, allowing the audience to select what
they would like to see. A good choice of
wide ranging subjects portraying Anthony’s
photographic skills.

Entry to the Festival also includes entry
to the museum and the new exhibitions
and interactive displays provided courtesy
of the Heritage Lottery Fund project that
was completed in September 2017. The
dedicated free bus service will also be
running from Chesterfield railway station
into the Festival on all three days. For
more information on the event, please visit
www.railalefestival.com.

15th March - P.S.O.V. , Main Line 2017
Karl Jauncey and Dave Richards are no
strangers to Barrow Hill and we are
delighted to welcome them back to
present their annual DVD show. A look
at steam on the main line the length and
breadth of the country during 2017.
19th April - Ken Horan, Me and My Travels
Bits of this, bits of that, bits of the other,
here, there and everywhere.

A week after Rail Ale, Jools Holland
and his Rhythm & Blues Orchestra will
make a hugely anticipated return visit to
Roundhouse on 26th May 2018 for one
night only. The Roundhouse will once again
rock to the sound of Jools Holland and
his Rhythm & Blues Orchestra featuring
Gilson Lavis, guest vocalists Ruby Turner and
Louise Marshall and a special guest star –
to be announced later. On his last visit in
September 2014 the concert was a sell-out.

10th May - Jason Cross, Mind the Gap
A Look at the London Underground
**Note: second Thursday**
A show dedicated to the London
Underground, the world’s oldest metro
system. As well as looking at every line
and the current train fleet, the history,
architecture and operation is explained along
with a look behind the scenes which includes
the rarely seen engineering train fleet.

Tickets are now on sale through
www.seetickets.com priced at £39.00
plus a booking fee.

FOR A FULL LIST OF THE 2018 SOCIAL
EVENINGS PLEASE VISIT THE WEBSITE
www.barrowhill.org/lectures.html

SOCIAL EVENINGS 2018

Don’t forget to keep an eye on the
Barrow Hill website and on our
Facebook and Twitter pages for detailed
and up-to-date information on all our
forthcoming events.

18th January - Dave Darwin, From Main
Line to Scrap Line
A selection of images from the late Trevor
Dean collection, courtesy of Shaun Wright.
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HISTORICAL CORNER NO. 46
FRANCIS THOMPSON - ARCHITECT TO
THE NORTH MIDLAND RAILWAY

only Wingfield (between Chesterfield and Clay
Cross) survives largely intact today, having been
closed to passengers in 1962 but later acquired
as a private residence. It can be viewed
fleetingly from passing trains on the “up” side of
the line and is a fine example of its type. Built in
Ashlar stone, with a tall central pediment which
comprises the booking hall and offices, flanked
with tall octagonal chimneys.There are two side
wings, having hipped roofs with broad eaves and
low sided walls are adjoining, facing where the
up side platform used to be.

In the 19th century, only the most affluent
railway companies could retain the full time
services of a qualified architect and the North
Midland Railway (NMR) was one of those few.
Francis Thompson (1808-1895) was a highly
respected professional and one of the most
influential architects of the Victorian age of
railways. He was well acquainted with George
and Robert Stephenson and worked with them
on more railway construction projects than any
other architect of the day.Thompson was born
on 25th July 1808 at Woodbridge in Suffolk.
His father was the county surveyor for Suffolk;
one of his uncles and a cousin were also both
architects.

There were originally thirteen Thompsondesigned intermediate stations between Derby
and Leeds but sadly the principal buildings (with
the sole exception of Wingfield) are now all
demolished.The first stations to be authorised
for construction by the NMR were Derby,
Belper and Chesterfield in October 1838.The
detailed design of each station was varied to
suit the available raw materials that could be
easily obtained in the vicinity so consequently
the details were not exactly identical. Some of
the larger stations, such as Derby and Barnsley,
employed the styles of Elizabethan and Grecian
architecture.These included, where necessary,
buildings with tall chimneys and steam-driven
pumps specifically for replenishing the water
of locomotives.The largest of the stations was
Derby which, when completed in 1841, was
known commonly as the “Tri-Junction” station.
This was because it was shared by the North
Midland, the Midland Counties Railway and
the Birmingham & Derby Junction Railway.
Derby station initially had only one very long
platform for all services, which must have
made for interesting operations, especially as
each railway company was competing for the
available traffic.The overall roof was identical in
style to that originally installed by the London
& Birmingham Railway at Euston station in
1837, having three longitudinal glazed bays with
triangular iron trusses.This design was probably
recommended by George Stephenson, who
had previously been the Chief Engineer at
Euston.The main frontage was in the Italianate
style, built in red brick and sandstone with

Thompson’s first work as an architect was in
Canada from 1830 to 1837. Amongst several
civic buildings, he was responsible for the
design of St.Ann’s Market Hall in Montreal.
Later this building became the first seat of the
Canadian Parliament.The first railway to be
built in Canada, the Champlain & St. Lawrence
was then under construction and Robert
Stephenson and Co. had provided the first
locomotive, named the Dorchester.This is how
the long association with the Stephensons
started on both sides of the Atlantic. Upon
their return to England, the Stephensons
appointed Francis Thompson as the architect
for the NMR in February 1839 with a generous
annual salary of £400. George Stephenson’s
business interests in limestone quarries and
coal mining around North Derbyshire were by
now taking up all his time so his son Robert
took over the principal management of railway
construction projects such as this. Robert was
aided by Frederick Swanwick (1810-85) who
was appointed as Assistant Engineer and later
as Resident Engineer on the NMR contract.
Many of Thompson’s designs for the smaller
North Midland stations were in the broad style
of gate keepers’ lodges or cottages, as were
popular in their day at the entrances to lavish
estates of the landed gentry. Of all such stations,
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HISTORICAL CORNER NO. 46 continued...
Thompson established the headquarters of
his architectural practice in Osmaston Street,
where five clerks were also engaged under his
employment.

semi-circular arched windows, together with
projecting bays topped with stone urns at
the ends of the ridges.A “porte-cochere”
was added to provide weather protection for
hansom cabs in 1893. Sadly, the train shed roof
was demolished in 1952 and most of the main
station building was also demolished by 1984.
Only an original fragment of this building at the
south end (now known as John Ellis House)
survives intact today.

Upon completion of the NMR architectural
contract in 1842 the lithographic artist Samuel
Russell was engaged by Thompson to publish a
folio of sketches portraying many of his designs
for stations, viaducts and tunnel portals.The
original stations included Wingfield, Belper,
Ambergate, Clay Cross, Chesterfield, Barnsley,
Masborough and Swinton, amongst others.
One of the admirers of Thompson’s work
was the American billionaire J.C. Morgan,
who compiled a scrapbook of these designs
entitled “Inception of the World’s Railroads”,
which is now preserved in the library of
Harvard University.Another interesting book
was “The Encyclopedia of Cottage, Farm
and Villa Architecture” which was published
by John Loudon in 1836. Five examples of
Thompson’s designs for “cottage style” stations
were included and the book was widely sold,
including in North America.

Thompson was involved with the design for
the nearby Midland Hotel in 1841, although it
was an independent undertaking to the NMR
and was not acquired by the Midland Railway
until 1862. It continued in railway ownership
until 1982, by which time it was the oldest
railway hotel in the UK. A pleasing historic
collection of associated railway buildings exist
intact around the frontage of the modern day
Derby station, which are jointly attributed to
Thompson and the contractor Thomas Jackson.
There are eighty railway workers terrace
houses in Railway Terrace (where the rent upon
opening was two shillings a week) together
with four shops, all of which were recently
restored by the Derbyshire Historic Buildings
Trust. Here also a street is now named Francis
Thompson Walk in his honour.

Apart from the NMR stations already
discussed, the most notable viaduct on the
route is at Unstone, which has seven arches
and is a Grade 2 listed structure. Both portals
of the Clay Cross tunnel are also listed as
Grade 2 structures. It was completed in
1839 and the North portal is in the style of
a Gothic castle. On either side of the portal
there are two octagonal turrets, complete with
castellated parapets and replica arrow slits.This
choice of style was intended to give a feeling
of solidity to calm any nervous passengers
who probably had never travelled through a
tunnel before! Initially, it was the longest railway
tunnel then in existence, being 1,784 yards
(1.63km) long.At Ambergate, the surviving
goods shed and nearby railway workers
cottages are all attributed to Thompson.Also
at Belper, there is a large villa built in 1840 and
designed by Thompson, probably intended
as accommodation for the station master
and his family.The present day Belper station
dates from 1878 and is not on the site of the

It is interesting to speculate if Thompson had a
hand in the design of the Derby Roundhouse;
it is highly probable.The timeframe of 1839 for
the start of construction ties in with the work
on the station buildings along the line. However,
until someone discovers a drawing of the
Roundhouse with his signature upon it, we can
only surmise beyond saying that the possibility
is highly likely. Gone are the days when private
individuals could explore the archives of British
Rail and make such discoveries with their
own hands. Network Rail’s central archive of
drawings is now deposited in a highly secure
warehouse on an industrial estate in York
beyond the reach of casual historians. If this
ever changes, be assured that Vignoles will
update the story! The Derby Roundhouse
was extensively restored in 2010 and is now
part of Derby College. It was in Derby that
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original. In Chesterfield, there is an intriguing
building near the site of the old goods yard,
now known as the “Engineer’s Office”, built in
the Jacobean style and attributed architecturally
to Thompson. It is alleged to be associated
with George Stephenson and said to have
been used by him as a project office during the
construction period of the line. It was probably
subsequently used as the station master’s
house. It is now called North Midland House
and carries a blue plaque which suggests that it
is the sole surviving building from the station,
although some validation of this statement is
required.

the architecture of the India Street railroad
station in Portland (over the border in the
State of Michigan, United States), which was
completed in 1855, together with Mount
Clemens railroad station, both of which were
for the Grand Trunk Railroad. Both men then
returned to England but Robert died in 1859
and the partnership with Thompson was thus
dissolved.Thompson retired in 1859 and initially
moved to London before acquiring a property
in Hastings in West Sussex. Subsequently, he
relocated to Bredfield in Suffolk and thus close
to Woodbridge where he was born.After a
short illness, he died on 23rd April 1895.

The North Midland Railway was amalgamated
into the Midland Railway in 1844. From its
inception, the Midland undertook a programme
for the reconstruction and enlargement of the
original stations along the route.These stations
were mostly single storey and now too small
and inefficient for the increased passenger
usage. In particular, the cottage-style stations did
not have any space for waiting rooms. Railway
stations of this modern era are now seen as
“retail opportunities” or “modal interchange
hubs” so we can fully understand why modest
cottage-style stations could quickly become
outgrown.

Today, the most notable historic structures
along the NMR route are its many bridges and
viaducts.The total number of such structures
between Derby and Leeds is 133 but not all are
still in their original condition.The railway runs
through the Derby Valley Mills district which
was designated a World Heritage Site in 1979.
The citation refers to the area as being the first
application of the concept of manufacturing
articles by mass production in factories.The
bridges here were all built between 1838 and
1840. Between Belper and Milford, there is a
series of eleven stone arch bridges which are all
Grade 2 Listed, having unusual concave profiled
and buttressed retaining walls between them.
The stonework is of exceptional quality and
uses sandstone facings with gritstone detailing
and the arch soffits are in red brick. In the
1830s the principal local employer was William
Strutt, who was a wealthy and influential
textile mill owner. He demanded several
significant changes in the railway alignment
during the Parliamentary Bill stage of the
railway development, as well as insisting on high
quality refinements and special treatment for
the detailing of the railway infrastructure.The
principal objection was the proximity of the
railway to the River Derwent, which powered
the many water wheels at his mills.The railway
here is also within a deep cutting, which was
probably an attempt to screen the visibility of
the railway from the surrounding countryside.

From 1845 to 1850,Thompson and Robert
Stephenson worked together on the
construction of the Chester & Holyhead
Railway.This included the principal stations
as well as 14 intermediate ones, including
the architectural details of the two famous
wrought iron tubular bridges.These were at the
crossing of the River Conwy and the Britannia
Bridge over the Menai Strait to Anglesey.
Of Thompson’s notable station buildings,
Chester is the largest and mostly in its original
condition. Here, there are similarities with the
earlier design for Derby station, especially the
arched windows and the brickwork detailing.
Upon completion of this contract,Thompson
returned to work in Canada between 1853
and 1859 to assist Robert Stephenson with
the design of the Victoria railway bridge in
Montreal.Thompson is also associated with

Vignoles
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STEAM LOCOMOTIVE DEPARTMENT NOTES
In the Roundhouse work is
going very well on Steve William’s
Hunslet Austerity loco which
became an 0-6-0 rolling chassis
again in time to be shunted out of
the way ready for the annual Rail
Ale in May 2017 and work is now
focused on the motion, pistons
and valve gear and setting up the
slide bars and crossheads – the
new bunker is also in situ. Work
on the boiler will commence very
shortly and it is now ready for a full
inspection.

at York for the October half term holiday
week to operate their shuttle service and
to re-commission the new platform in the
South Yard. Sadly, during late November,
a pin hole crack developed in her outer
firebox wrapper (indicative of a much larger
problem) so we took the decision to fail her.
She was washed out and fully winterised
and brought back from Beamish to
Barrow Hill where she now waits until
work is finished on 2000 before work can
commence on her overhaul. The Vulcan
Locomotive Trust also needs to raise some
finance in order to pay for the boiler work
required. This will then bring Vulcan back
to full working order again and we remain
committed to doing this. She is a very
historic and popular little loco.

Peckett 2000 is currently at the LMS
works in Loughborough where David
Wright and his team have worked wonders
on the boiler – in the end it has been a
much more extensive job than any of us
ever imagined it would be with a new
foundation ring and firehole ring, a quarter
“skirt” all around the lower outer firebox
wrapper, a partial new backhead, a new
front tube plate ring and girder stays and,
of course, tubes, ash pan and studs – it will
be as good as new when it is done.

REFLECTIONS ON
SEPTEMBER’S RELAUNCH
The steam department’s activities reached
a crescendo in September with our
involvement in the community play “Down
the Line” and the three day reopening
gala exactly forty three years to the day
since 4472 Flying Scotsman last visited the
Roundhouse for a BR open day.

We have also fitted new front running
plates and new crosshead slippers to her
plus new neck rings and bushes in the
piston glands and the piston rods have
been ground to suit. We have also fitted
new piston rings so now nearly all the
“bottom end” work is also complete.

The play got some amazing reviews and it
was incredibly moving in places. I really do
hope that the audience enjoyed it – they
certainly seemed to going by the standing
ovations each night. It was quite a spectacle
with a great cast and production team. It
was a pleasure to work with them all but
I doubt if we will ever see the like of it
again. It was great team work and it had a
genuine “community” feel about it. It could
also be described as “ground breaking”
with the use of live AND moving steam
locomotives as key parts of the play. The
Great Central Railway (GCR) and Roger

Andrew Whiteheads large Hawthorn Leslie
0-4-0ST Swanscombe is now finished and
is not far away from her first moves under
steam. The final task is to complete fitting
of the vacuum equipment and painting.

Vulcan went on hire to Beamish Museum
as planned in 2016 and she had a good
season there – even taking time out to go
to the National Railway Museum (NRM)
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hosted no less than 104 different steam
locomotives in twenty years, culminating in
the September 2017 visit of the A1 and A3.

Hibbert provided loco 47406 Jinty for the
event and, as always, she behaved impeccably.
The Jinty had come to us by road from
the GCR and after our event she moved
onwards to the Epping Ongar railway for
their gala and then back to the GCR in time
for their October gala – she is still a busy
little loco! Our grateful thanks go to the
GCR and to Roger Hibbert for the loan of
their loco. The 3F had been to Barrow Hill
twice before but she proved to be the ideal
loco for the play and for the “tail” engine on
our gala shuttle services hauled by the A1
or the A3 or both!

My professional life is busier now than
it has ever been and I have many new
projects coming my way including the
restoration of NER/LNER J21 65033,
commissioning of newly restored Hunslet
1215 (a 1916 2’ gauge 4-6-0T tank loco),
restoration of my own loco Ogwen and all
my various duties at the GCR and many
other railways. Something had to give and
I feel that now is the right time to move
aside at the Roundhouse and let others
come up with some new ideas for events.
I hope you have all enjoyed my ramblings
and our shows over the last twenty years
– the LMS one has to be my personal
favourite followed by Rail Power of 2008.

For many I suspect that Flying Scotsman
was THE star of the show. She looked
fantastic and she performed faultlessly.
Our grateful thanks go to the NRM for
the loan of this iconic loco and of course
to The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust for the
loan of their A1 60163 Tornado and to all
the support crews who came with both of
these locos. By Tuesday all the locos had
left site by road or by rail and Barrow Hill
reverted to normal business once again.

My final thanks must go to all of my team
of voluntary footplate staff who have all
been, as always, and without exception, an
absolute pleasure to work with. We have
had a very professional steam crew roster
at Barrow Hill for the last twenty years and
I am proud of them all.

I am afraid that these will be my last
Steam Loco department notes for the
magazine as I have now retired from my
formal positions at Barrow Hill. I have
dedicated the last twenty years to the
depot (one third of my life!) and I feel
that now is a good time to hand over the
reins to someone else. I have enjoyed my
time at Barrow Hill and I have been the
Steam Manager there ever since we first
started back in 1997 plus being events
co-organiser. In that time I have rostered
crews, arranged transport, restored locos,
driven locos, maintained locos, moved a
signal box, laid track and countless other
duties and I have been involved with every
steam event, large or small, that we have
ever put on and on my watch we have

We have never had an incident or an
accident in that time with any operating
steam loco on site and we have never had
a steam loco failure within the home fleet.
We have now had an amazing array of 104
different steam locos on site whose build
dates range from 1808 to 1960 or even
to 2008 if you include Tornado’s build
date. We have had themed events for all
the BR regions apart from the Southern
in that period and we have created some
remarkable sights and cameos on site,
as recorded in this Newsletter and in
the monthly magazines, often taking the
front page. Team work and a high level of
competency and professionalism have been
the keys to this success.
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STEAM LOCOMOTIVE DEPARTMENT NOTES
My thanks go to Paul Hyde and Will Gadsby
and others who have often covered the
night shift for us at our major steam events
– it really does make all the difference and,
once again, it recreates a genuine feature of
the steam age, where loco crews book on
for duty at 07:00 hrs as the night prep shift
book off duty. On most heritage lines we
have to get our engines ready for the day
which includes lighting them up and oiling
them up so it is a real pleasure to book on
duty and find your loco in steam, oiled up,
watered, ashed out, coaled and ready for
the off. This gives the day crews some more
time for the important things like cups of
tea and breakfast!

continued...

Martyn Ashworth, at
the helm of the Jinty
during the September
steam gala.
Photo: Alexa Stott

and we made sure that he bowed out in
style: I rostered him to drive the Jinty on
Friday 22nd and as our pilot man on Flying
Scotsman on his final day.

Our good friend Graham Mimms formally
retired as a regular steam driver on
Saturday 23rd September 23rd 2017
after an illustrious heritage railway career
both on and off the footplate spanning 46
years (just one less than me!). We all wish
Graham all the very best for the future

I first met Graham back in the early 1970s
on the Worth Valley Railway where the 1F
Trust’s loco 41708 then resided. We then
met again at Swanage where I was a driver
from the start and later the CME for many
years and 41708 was one of the locos in
my care in the fleet there. Graham was a
Trustee and a driver at Swanage. We have
worked together at Barrow Hill since 1997
and in fact it was Graham who gave the
opening speech in front of 41708 at our
first ever steam event. For both of us the
41708 story IS the Barrow Hill story as her
history and the history of the Roundhouse
are so closely interwoven and will continue
to be so. Both Graham and I will remain
closely involved with the 1F in the future.
So the reopening event and the play are
now but a memory and a new era begins
at Barrow Hill. Thank you, one and all, for
your friendship, for your hard work and
dedication and humour and I wish the
project all the very best for the future.
Barrow Hill has been a very significant part
of my life and I will always be proud of my
involvement and roles there.

Graham Mimms drives Flying Scotsman
on his last shift. Photo: Alexa Stott
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Martyn Ashworth

Martyn Ashworth
t deal of sadness when Martyn informed me
I know that time moves on but I felt a grea
steam operations at Barrow Hill and that
that he had decided to retire from managing
g Scotsman and Tornado would be his
the September 2017 relaunch event with Flyin
last event.
has supported the Roundhouse right from
I have known Martyn for over 20 years. He
us lay the point outside the Roundhouse.
the beginning: his first contribution was to help
steam galas held at Barrow Hill and many of
He and I have been at the centre of all the
some truly fantastic steam events and
the gala themes were his idea. There have been
.
them
of
Martyn has worked very hard on every one
k Martyn, sincerely, from myself and from
So I would like to take this opportunity to than
ribution to the success of Barrow Hill.
everyone at Barrow Hill, for his massive cont
time to time.
I hope we will still see him at Barrow Hill from
Martyn, thank you very much.

Mervyn Allcock, General Manager
December 2017

VOLUNTEERS’ REPORT
The volunteers’ next project has
been brought into the Roundhouse:
the “Shock Wagon”.

been kept. It has been in need of a good
sorting out for a long time. So now we have
a board with the spanners sized onto it
and a cupboard with sockets, etc. sorted so
things are much easier to find.

This type of wagon allows the body of the
wagon to absorb a certain amount of lateral
movement by allowing the body to slide
along the chassis being damped by rubber
disc arrangement similar to what is found in
draw hook assemblies. The body itself was
in a “shocking” state (pun intended!) so this
has been lifted off the chassis, which is in
much better condition, to allow de-rusting
work and painting to be carried out. Some
serious chopping and welding will have to be
done on the end panels of the body before
it is ready for re-assembly and re-timbering.
Another worthwhile project has been the
reorganisation of the “Lock Up”. When we
moved into the Roundhouse many years
ago this was the only secure storage area
we had. After the old sand drying furnace
was taken out it was fitted with heavy steel
doors and ever since has been known as the
“Lock Up” where all the tools and other
useful items that have been donated have

A few more places around the site have also
been reorganised. The old Roundhouse
office has been adapted as a store for some
of the larger artefacts in the collection and
has been fitted out with shelving.
We have been reconditioning (de-rusting
and painting) some cast iron signs that have
been donated to us by Derby Museum.
One is a catch point sign which will be
placed by our catch point at the bottom of
the Coaling Stage. A catch point is a set of
points that is always set to derail anything
that comes down the Coaling Stage out of
control, so one has to physically hold the
point to allow movement over it. The other
signs are two Midland Railway trespass
signs that will be put somewhere on our
site under the watchful eyes of our security
cameras.
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VOLUNTEERS’ REPORT continued...
Our little rail trolley has been taken out
of retirement. We hadn’t used it for a long
time as we haven’t done any track work.
We were amazed when it started up after a
few pulls, so one of our younger members
with a leaning towards engines gave it a bit
of much needed attention, changing the
oil, renewing the fuel, etc. so now it will be
ready for transport again in its new home
in the volunteers corner away from the
weather.
Don Cambridge

appreciated, especially as I know that
quite a few of you had no idea what the
Roundhouse was about but you have joined
in with great enthusiasm.
Our new volunteers have opted to assist
several of the teams at Barrow Hill including
the shop, catering, general stewarding,
engineering and the Learning & Access team.
This has resulted in some of our volunteer
teams now being at capacity which is a good
place to be. What is especially encouraging
is that we have had quite a few enquiries
from the younger age group 15+, which we
do need to encourage carefully.

A big thank you must go out to
all the volunteers who gave up
their time and assisted in preparing
the site and worked alongside the
contractors from January this year
to enable the Roundhouse to be
ready for its grand reopening in
September 2017.

A very big “thank you” must go to Paul
Millington who stepped in and helped out in
a big way when I fractured two joints in my
hand on the run up to the opening event.
We seem to have had an encouraging
increase in visitors on the weekends since
the reopening which, if maintained, will have
an impact on weekend volunteering in the
future as we will need to consider having
some general stewards available to assist
in ensuring visitors stay in the right areas
whilst the Roundhouse is open.

You have all done a wonderful job and I
hope you were able to attend the preview
event which showed off the improved
Roundhouse areas and view all your
handiwork without members of the public
being in the way for photos, etc. A very nice
spread was laid on too, for all to enjoy.

The engineering team has been working
well and they have several projects in hand
to keep them busy over the closed season
as you will have read in Don’s report.

A big thank you must also go to Martyn
Ashworth and Mervyn Allcock for arranging
the steam locos and their crews, without
whom the play and the reopening event
would not have been quite the same.

Our next big events are the Rail Ale Festival
and Jools Holland in May 2018 but do keep
an eye on your emails for any other events
that may be arranged in the meantime.

The play was a great success, there was a
brilliant atmosphere on those evenings and
I know that I for one look forward to being
able to purchase the DVD of it when it
becomes available.

Have a great Christmas and have a
Happy New Year
Sandy Crawley
Volunteer Co-ordinator

Thanks too to the new volunteers/members
who came forward prior to the September
event and helped during the week of the
opening event, and have continued to help
out since. Your assistance was very much
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FROM THE COLLECTIONS TEAM
The last few months have been very
hectic for the Collections team with the
move of the collection to its permanent
home following the refurbishment works.
The practical efforts of Don Cambridge,
Mike Creagh and Frank Rowley were in
evidence in the fit out of the working
space, laying floor coverings and fitting
worktop benches.

One of the new worktop benches.
Photo: Graham Holland

The move of the entire collection has
provided the opportunity to check
numbering and locations and to, at last,
put a fair portion of the collection on
public display in the newly constructed and
installed display cases in the lobby area and
Albert’s Room. This is a huge move forward
thanks to the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Unfortunately there have been some
minor teething problems with the new
technology and also water damage to the
interactive machine that is now awaiting
collection for repair but overall things are
now settling down. We are also aware that
the display cases do need a small amount
of fine tuning to provide a more logical and
systematic organisation of items, thereby
providing a meaningful linkage between
items and their use on the railway. This will
be a job for the New Year.

available space and has provided additional
space for the collection to grow in the
future. To date 1,935 items have been
graded and accessioned, with a similar
number placed in the handling collection
for use with schools and other visitors.

As far as the currently non-displayed
artefacts are concerned, a start is being
made to rationalise the collection into a
categorised system, ie all signalling items
together, all books together, etc. This will
enable a search to be made for duplicates
and the substitution of better items for
poor condition items where more than
one of any type is currently held.

With the move to temporary
accommodation and then the move to
our permanent location, a small backlog
of items has developed that we are in
the process of catching up. Recently a
number of donated items have turned
up but these have just been left in the
Roundhouse or the lobby area without
paperwork and therefore no provenance,
making them difficult to process. Please
could we remind members to ensure that,

The new roller racking in the collections
store provides a much better use of the
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FROM THE COLLECTIONS TEAM continued...
when donating items, an object entry form
is completed and a receipt is obtained.
This enables the Collections team to treat
items donated in accordance with the
owner’s wishes and instructions. Donations
of genuine artefacts are welcomed; loan
items are resisted because they are difficult
to manage. We are always amazed by
the generosity of donors in securing the
future of railway memorabilia and railway
associated items. Thank you!

The photographic area
and plan chest.
Photo: Graham
Holland

A close working relationship has
been developed with the Learning &
Access Officer to ensure visitors to the
Roundhouse can see artefacts in operation
and that these are backed up with working
knowledge and practical usage examples.
Most of the information on the new
education boards and displays throughout
The new
roller racking
is already in
use.
Photo:
Graham
Holland

the site has come from the Barrow Hill
collection, an acknowledgement of the
wealth of material donated by members
and friends of BHESS. A massive thank you
is due to those of you that have donated
items over the years.
2018 will be the fifth year that the
present team has been working up the
Accessions Register. A big thank you
must go to the team for its work during
the past four years; the team members
being Don Cambridge, Paul Millington,
Ray Temple, Mike Creagh, Graham
Holland and previously David Aldis and
David Nightingale, and of course to the
Collections mentor Glynn Wilton.
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MONEY MATTERS
Welcome to the final “Money
Matters” of the year and, after a
memorable and busy September,
it has been great to re-open
and get back to our “bread and
butter” weekends in our fantastic
refurbished Roundhouse and new
shop, cafe and exhibitions.

production and in keeping ticket prices
affordable. It was a most unusual evening
with the first half taking place outside in
the yard with an appearance from the
Jinty, and the second half was staged in the
Roundhouse with the finale featuring Flying
Scotsman on the turntable! Well done to
all involved. If you missed it, you will have
a second chance to see it when the DVD
from GB Productions becomes available
in the Barrow Hill shop; if you were there,
treat yourself to a copy and re-live a
fantastic experience. The DVD should be
available before Christmas.

SEPTEMBER EVENTS
Our big events in September – the “Grand
Reopening Gala” and our community play,
“Down the Line”, featuring the return of
Flying Scotsman to Barrow Hill 43 years to
the day after its previous visit, Tornado and
Jinty 47406, were all very well received by
our visitors. Some people were so keen
that they attended the steam gala, came
out of the Roundhouse at closing time
and waited in our new cafe area until they
could re-enter in the evening to see the
play – that’s dedication!

SHOP!, ADMISSIONS AND
CAFÉ
After the Lord Mayor’s show… we
returned to our “bread and butter”
weekend openings on Saturday 30th
September for the first time since we
closed on 18th December 2016. It has
been very interesting to work out the
best way of operating in the very different
premises that we now have for the cafe,
admissions point and shop. As we would
expect from a project of this size, there
have been some teething problems which
we are resolving in the new rooms but I
hope that all staff involved will agree with
me that it is a pleasure to volunteer and
work in the much improved environment.

The three-day steam gala cost a staggering
amount to stage but I am pleased to
report that the admission money from the
thousands of visitors covered this cost and
the additional income from the cafe, shop,
trade stands and catering outlets provided
the “icing on the cake” for us. The event
was enjoyed by all who attended, and my
regular correspondent, Howard Turner,
summed it up perfectly by stating that
it was best described by the nameplate
of one of the three Direct Rail Services’
class 68 diesel locomotives in the yard,
“Superb”! (68025)

The new shop including the admissions
point was open in time for the September
events but was only partially finished. The
four display units on the far wall on the
left as you enter were not installed by the
shop fitters, Shop Services Interiors Ltd
of Southampton, until 1st November. The
fitters also delivered the bookcase and
pocket money unit on the same day.

The excellent “Down the Line” community
play was loved by our audiences on
all three nights and a £49,000 grant
received from the Arts Council was most
welcome in helping meet the costs of the
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MONEY MATTERS continued...
We had a Council meeting that night so I
know that they did not leave Barrow Hill
until 6.45 that evening; what a time to start
a journey back to Southampton! I am very
pleased with the finished article and reckon
that the lighting in the display units makes
it look like a proper shop.Visitors have
certainly been very complimentary about it.

adults and three children. I can recount
two complaints that we have had over the
last three months. The first was that £3
was not enough and that it should be £10!
The other was that we should have started
charging many years ago. There is certainly
enough to see to justify these charges and
we certainly cannot maintain the buildings
to the current standard in the future
without this income.

The following story could easily be from
our “Naturewatch” column. On Saturday
11th November I opened up the shop to
find a bit of a mess. There was black dust
and cream spots on most of the surfaces,
a smudge on the window, Thomas flags on
the floor and a starling lying dead in one of
the display units. How very dare it, in our
new shop! We deduced that it must have
fallen down the chimney in the week and
had sadly been unable to get out. It took a
fair bit of tidying up but we were ready to
open on time.

The new shop area is certainly smaller
than the old one but the space is far
better utilised and the merchandise much
better presented. Sales of Christmas cards
and 2018 calendars (Steam and Modern
Traction) have been brisk and at the time
of writing we are selling our fourth batch
of the excellent Mortons’ publication
“Barrow Hill – Past, Present and Future”
which features plenty of good colour
photographs and is a bargain at only
£6.99. At the last count Alan Rutherford
had bought seven copies for worldwide
distribution to his friends!

We now have a new computerised till
to replace the pen and paper method
of recording sales, which issues receipts
and saves a lot of time by totalling the
sales and VAT for us, together with new
card processors in both the shop and the
cafe which are able to take contactless
payments. Thanks to everyone who has
helped in the new shop and coped with
the new technology, and a special thanks to
my wife Christine and daughter Becky for
learning the intricacies of the new till and
training our volunteers, old and new (and
me!), in its operation.

Other new arrivals are the “Track
Atlas of Mainland Britain 3rd edition”
from Platform 5 Publishing and “Great
British Steam - The National Collection”
from Mortons, which features Barrow
Hill residents the Midland Compound
and Butler Henderson together with
locomotives which have visited us including
Flying Scotsman, Green Arrow, Mallard and
GNR No. 251.
Expected imminently are two new DVDs
from GB Productions, one featuring the
September steam gala and the other being
a recording of the excellent “Down the
Line” play. Both should be on sale before
Christmas.

The new admission charges have now
bedded in; we are charging £3 charge for
adults (less than the price of a pint of
beer!), £2 for children aged 5-15 (under 5s
are free) and £8 for a family of up to two
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The new shop.
Photo: Alexa Stott

The cafe is also thriving in its new premises
and is a very efficient operation offering
good food at attractive prices. A lot of
the investment is “behind the scenes” in
the kitchen equipment. The eating area is
fantastic especially when the sun streams
in but on gloomier days you can see
the railway films on the screen better!
Recently, a large party of cyclists arrived
just to enjoy the cafe’s food and drink.
The beauty of the new layout is that it
is possible to visit both the cafe and the
shop without having to pay the admission
charges so that we do not discourage any
custom.

far been reclaimed. However, the “Moving
Forward” project continues for nearly
two more years as we seek to widen our
audience and increase our visitor numbers.
Naturally enough, spending on nonHLF work has been very limited as we
concentrate our funds on meeting our
financial contribution to the project but we
have managed to continue spending on the
second floor of the water tower and on
maintaining two of our carriages to keep
them up to standard.
That’s all for now except to wish a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year to all
members and friends of Barrow Hill.

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

Nigel Atkinson, ACMA, CGMA
Treasurer

The 2016 accounts for both of our
companies, Barrow Hill Engine Shed
Society Limited and its trading subsidiary,
Barrow Hill Limited, were filed with
Companies’ House by the 30th September
deadline and the BHESSS accounts and
Charity annual return have also been filed
on line with the Charity Commission.

You may have noticed the Chesterfield FC
programme on the desk in the magnificently
recreated foreman’s office. It is from the FA
Cup 2nd Round of the 1968-69 season. I
have been wondering for a while about who
Chesterfield were playing and the result of the
match. I can confirm that Chesterfield beat
Wrexham 2-1 on Saturday 7th December
1968 so the foreman would have been
happy, but sadly this was short lived as the
Spireites were eliminated in the next round at
Portsmouth, losing 3-0.

HLF PROJECT & OTHER
SPENDING
Most of the building work has been
finished now and over £842,000 of the
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) money has so
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AND FINALLY…
It is really great to receive
feedback and contributions from
readers of this Newsletter. In the
last Newsletter, we shared some
readers’ memories in this section
which we hope you enjoyed. Just
after the last Newsletter went
to print, we received this email
from Jim Froggatt, a Barrow Hill
Member.

and eventually became a Goods Guard at
Barrow Hill during the period from 1940
until he retired. Sadly he passed away in
1992 but I know that he would have very
proud of the efforts and successes in the
preservation of the Roundhouse from
which he was based once the station had
been demolished.
I grew up in Railway Cottages in Staveley,
ironically adjacent to the Great Central
line and shed, sharing life with other
railway families and enjoying watching and
(occasionally) travelling on the local trains
and locomotives. I went away in 1966 to
study architecture and eventually settled
in North Wales always enjoying trips back
to Derbyshire to see Mum and Dad. As an
architect I developed an interest in railway

My name is Jim Froggatt and I am a retired
Architect from North Wales. I was born
and raised in the Chesterfield and Staveley
area. My late father Bill Froggatt was a
railwayman all his life retiring in 1979. His
father likewise a railwayman both being
Midland, LMS and BR. Dad was originally
a telegraph boy at Chesterfield Midland

Under the star you will find a
baby... (a Baby Deltic that is).
Photo: Richard Senior
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architecture and photography (as well as
railways in general) and Dad and I would
often venture out on Sunday mornings
to see something of interest. Quite
often it would be to the Roundhouse or
sometimes to see a particular building or
feature that would be shortly demolished signal boxes in particular.

I have been a member of the Barrow Hill
Engine Shed Society from its inception and
try and get over to the many excellent
events. In 2001 (18 October) I gave a talk
and presentation on “Local Midland Railway
Signal Boxes in the Barrow Hill Area” at
the Roundhouse based on my collection.
I have retained a copy of that talk along
with a list of the signal boxes and their
respective types and dates opening and
closure.

As film was expensive in those days my
photos are not as extensive as perhaps
some others but nevertheless I have a
collection of over two hundred 35mm
colour slides of local stations and sheds
etc.

With Jim’s permission some of his
photographs are reproduced in this
Newsletter. Jim has also very kindly
offered to donate his photographic
collection to the Roundhouse with a
request that the collection be known as
“The Bill and Jim Froggatt Collection.”
Thank you Jim!

Many of these I have digitised but I still
have the original slides which I believe
are probably of better quality. All with the
exception of two photographs of my father
in his railway guise were taken by me.

Barrow Hill 1969 depot.
Photos: The Bill and Jim
Froggatt Collection
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AND FINALLY continued...
Barrow Hill junction.
Photo: The Bill and Jim
Froggatt Collection

Barrow Hill South.
Photo: The Bill and Jim
Froggatt Collection
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Above: The finished Land Art created at the Christmas event.
Photo: Alexa Stott
Below: A DB Cargo class 67 prepares to take the UK Railtours Relaunch
Special back to London after its visit on 21st September.
Photo: Geoff Griffiths

The Jinty, having just taken coal and water, leaves the Roundhouse ready for a day of
work on the passenger trains at the September gala.
Photo: Geoff Griffiths

