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Above: On Monday 30th January Barrow resident Class 20s 20107 and 20096 were in charge of 0Z74,
1003 Doncaster Down Decoy to Loughborough Brush, conveying Class 92s 92043 and 92010 for attention.
Photo: Paul Beardsley
Below: A view of the Roundhouse from one of the cherry pickers which is being used to repaint the steel
framework of the roof. Photo: Dale Holford

Opening Shot...
Work starts at the Roundhouse as
the old cafe disappears.
Photo: Glynn Wilton
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FRONT COVER:
A younger visitor enjoying a sneak preview of the
Roundhouse during the Open Day on 29th April,
seen here in front of Compound 1000.

From the Manager
Welcome to the first Barrow Hill
Newsletter of 2017 and what a
lot has happened in the first few
months, unbelievable!

Photo: Glynn Wiiton

HAVE YOU GOT A MEMORY
OF BARROW HILL IN
STEAM OR DIESEL DAYS?

The Heritage Lottery funded work on the
building has proceeded at a pace and we
are already beginning to see the fantastic
improvements the work will bring for us.

Do you have photographs of
the depot which we could use in
future issues of the Newsletter?
Please get in touch with Alexa Stott
by post: Barrow Hill Roundhouse,
Campbell Drive, Barrow Hill,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S43 2PR.
Or email: alexa@alexastott.com

The steels and the walls in the
Roundhouse will be painted and complete
by the time you receive this newsletter.
Also the new kitchen, toilets and eating
area now has a roof and I can already see
what space it will give us and how we can
use it.
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The “Down the Line” launch with the Ireland Colliery Chesterfield Brass Band seen at the
Barrow Hill Memorial Hall and on the platform at the Roundhouse. Photo: Alexa Stott

Please tell all your friends about Rail Ale
and ask them to support it. More details
will be provided in due course about the
big September launch and our special guest
locomotives.

I said it at the end of my piece in the
last Newsletter but it is worth saying it
again: I am very pleased that not only will
the work give the building protection
from further deterioration and a long
life extension but it will also give us
new facilities to show off to the world
whilst retaining the fabulous authentic
atmosphere that makes Barrow Hill
Roundhouse loved by many!

Alongside all this we are also in discussions
with the commercial railway industry about
Barrow Hill being involved in some very
large and high profile contracts. All very
good news.

I am looking forward to showing off the
work, so far, at the Rail Ale Festival and
then showing off the completed work with
the new interpretation to the world at the
September launch which will feature Flying
Scotsman, Tornado and Rocket. Exciting
times ahead!

Finally, from me, I hope you enjoy reading
this Newsletter and thank you all for your
continuing support.
Mervyn Allcock
General Manager
April 2017
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
It is a very exciting time for
all at Barrow Hill Roundhouse
even though we are closed to
the public as we make progress
with the much anticipated
building and renovation
project sponsored by the
Heritage Lottery Fund.
This £1.3 million project had a visible
impact in January with the demolition of
the old café. For Ellen and Bill Allcock it
was a bitter sweet experience as they
viewed the rubble of the café that had
been their domain for the last 16 years.

Bill and Ellen Allcock in the cafe shortly
before it closed for the last time.
Photo: Don Cambridge

Their commitment to Barrow
Roundhouse as volunteers has been
inspirational and I am pleased to
acknowledge them in this Newsletter.
Their role during this short intermission
is to advise the construction team
on fitting out of the new high quality
kitchen. I look forward to my first cuppa
from old friends in the surroundings of
the new café in September.

The visitor experience will guide
families through the experience of
the Roundhouse and inform them of
the working environment as it was in
the 1950/60s. In addition, making it a
National asset the Roundhouse will
provide a wide range of learning, training
and skills activities.
This will ensure that the Roundhouse
can attract a much wider and more
diverse audience to ensure that the
museum is sustainable. One advantage
of the disruption is that the dedicated
volunteer archivists had an opportunity
to review the collection, which means
that forgotten treasures can be displayed
in future to surprise our existing
audience of rail enthusiasts.

Much of the revamp to Britain’s only
surviving operational railway roundhouse
is not immediately visible but is essential
to maintain, repair and preserve this
historic building.
One excellent example of this is the
painting/coating of the steel work in the
roof and the pointing of the brick work.
These essential activities ensure that the
fabric of the building is maintained and
will safeguard it for future generations.

As part of the Heritage Lottery
funding we need to generate matched
funding and to do this we would like
to encourage any supportive business
to become a Roundhouse Top Link
sponsors. If you are intrigued please visit
our website for details and the benefits.

The plans for Barrow Hill Roundhouse
will transform it by providing a fantastic
new entrance and shop as well as the
new café. However, the atmosphere of
the museum itself will be maintained so
that it will transport visitors back in time
to the era of steam.

Mark Robinson
Chairman
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HLF UPDATE

PROJECT MANAGER UPDATE
THE MOVING FORWARD PROJECT IS
MOVING FORWARD!
Having joined the Roundhouse in August, it
was good to finally see the building project
start in January. There are probably some
mixed feelings over the demolition of the
old café kitchen. I am sure it was much
loved by many who worked, or visited,
over the years. Its demolition was the first
obvious sign of the work to come, but now
that the framework of the new building is
up, a roof is on and the interior walls are
built, things are really taking shape with the
new café.

The work in the old cafe/seating area revealed
the original wooden roof structure and blue
brick floor. Photo: Glynn Wilton

Painting work in the interior of the
Roundhouse has almost been completed,
the steelwork has been cleaned, a rust
inhibitor primer and undercoat applied and
the walls have been sealed and painted.

Bill and Ellen marked the last day on the cafe
calendar.
Photo: Alexa Stott

The ceilings have been removed in the old
café seating area, shop, lobby and archive
and have been replaced with higher ceilings
up above the arched windows.
This work also revealed, for a short time,
the impressive, original wooden roof
structures in these rooms. Unfortunately,
it would not be possible to retain the
open space with the old roof structure as
insulation would need to be installed above
the wooden structure, in between it and
the slate roof.
The original blue brick floor in the seating
area has been cleaned off and will be
retained, but has been taken up to install
underfloor heating.
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HLF UPDATE continued...
Albert’s room has been emptied, the
first time for years, with huge numbers
of banana boxes of books and magazines
being removed. The walls have been
scraped by Simon Brown and sealed and
will be painted shortly.

The walls in the Roundhouse being
scraped by volunteer Simon Brown.
Photo: Glynn Wilton

Outside, new fences have been erected
on the Coal Stage, the building has had
flashing installed on the concrete capping
stones to prevent the water ingress and
damage that it causes and a pathway
laid from the car park gate to the new
entrance in the café.

A large part of the exterior brickwork has
been repointed and this will be continued via
a partnership with Chesterfield College who
will be bringing building students to site to
learn the techniques for using lime mortar.
The project also includes work to the BSO
No. 9388, for use as a learning coach for
schools. This coach is the only one that can
provide access for wheelchair users, via the
double doors to the mail compartment.
The doors have been serviced and the
floor covering replaced incorporating a
rail design to create an interesting learning
space for children.

Drainage has been laid to take rainwater
from the new building and work has
started on the sewage outflow.
Thanks must go to Mike Jackson who
instructed the contractor on the location
and routes of existing drains.

The new floor being laid in the
Learning Coach.
Photo: Glynn Wilton
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The roof is now in place on the new cafe.
Photo: Glynn Wilton

Progress is good and things are going
well, we look forward to a new era in the
history of the Roundhouse.

LEARNING & ACCESS OFFICER
UPDATE
Over the past few months, I have been
planning the new learning programme.
This will include several workshops for
schools to choose and will enable children
to access the Roundhouse as a unique
learning resource.

Glynn Wilton, Project Manager
Painting the Roundhouse
steelwork.
Photo: Glynn Wilton

School sessions will include;
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•

A story based workshop for Early
Years children;

•

Interactive history sessions for
primary school pupils;

•

Hands on science visits linked to both
the Roundhouse and the Chesterfield
Canal

•

A STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Maths) based offer for
older children.

HLF UPDATE continued...
It is hoped that we will have the learning
brochure ready at the beginning of April
to be released at Easter enabling schools
to begin booking visits to the site from
October.

The contents of the
kitchen stacked up in
the Roundhouse waiting
to go into storage.
Photo: Alexa Stott

This will be an exciting opportunity for
the Roundhouse to provide high quality
learning opportunities for schools and
young people.

For more information about Learning and
Access opportunities and volunteering,
please feel free to email me at learning.
barrowhill@gmail.com or our Volunteer
Coordinator Sandy Crawley at
volunteers@barrowhill.org.uk.

Following the success of our family
open day in December, we are also
working closely with local community
representatives to develop family activities
during weekends and school holidays. Keep
an eye on our Facebook and website for
future events!

Grace Escott Tebbutt
Learning & Access Officer

I am currently looking to recruit
volunteers onto the Learning Team, who
will be fully trained in delivering school
workshops and be part of our exciting
new programme.

Adrian and Paul have a bit of fight on their
hands removing the old handbasin from the
cafe. Photo: Alexa Stott

The concrete being laid for
the floor of the new cafe.
Photo: Glynn Wilton

Alan and Jim have a slightly easier job with the
big sink in the kitchen. Photo: Alexa Stott
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HEADLINE NEWS & NEWSLINES
Simon Hartshorne was the platform RO
and Martyn Brailsford was in charge of
clamping points and was the crossing
keeper. In spite of the cold and the dark,
the event ran without a hitch.

SHUNTER SHUTTLES
On a bitterly cold evening on 25th January
2017 many haulage fans turned out at
Barrow Hill to ride behind Class 08 08925.
The loco is normally based at Cardiff but
had been brought to Barrow Hill by road
for repairs by HNRC due to derailment
damage. With the work completed,
three trips were run up the Springwell
branch using the Barrow Hill coaching
stock. Bardic lamps were dusted off and
temporary lighting was rigged up on the
platform to facilitate a safe operation in
the dark, not something we do often at the
Roundhouse.

COMMUNITY PLAY LAUNCH
The Arts Council funded community
play “Down the Line” which will have its
world premiere during the Roundhouse’s
reopening celebrations in September was
launched with great fanfare thanks to the
Ireland Colliery Chesterfield Brass band on
4th March in the Barrow Hill Memorial Club.

Shaun Wright drove the 08 with Dave
Darwin on the 03 next to it, to enable
the air brake only 08 to operate the
vacuum brake train. On the rear, in the
unheated cab of his Class 02 was James
Williams. Mervyn performed guard duties,

Some images of the “Down
the Line” launch starring the
Ireland Colliery Chesterfield
Brass Band seen at the Barrow
Hill Memorial Hall and on the
platform at the Roundhouse.
Photos: Alexa Stott
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HEADLINE NEWS & NEWSLINES continued...
The team behind the play, including writer
Kevin Fegan and director Carole Copeland,
introduced and explained the history
behind the writing of the play and the plans
for its performance.

MIDLAND ROUNDHOUSE
PHOTOGRAPHERS’ DREAM
Organised by Neil Cave of Time Line
Events, the Roundhouse was transformed
for the benefit of photographers on
several evenings in March.

The audience were then invited to
follow the band, who will be performing
in the play, to the Roundhouse where
everyone was given the opportunity to
have a ride on the train, look around the
site and once again hear the evocative
sound of brass band music on the
platform provided by the Ireland Colliery
Chesterfield Brass Band.

On 1st and 2nd March Butler Henderson,
the J17 and 41708 were used as a backdrop
for a general photoshoot. Then on the
evening of 22nd March the Roundhouse
was transformed into a working Midland
Railway roundhouse in the 1950s using
41708 and Compound 1000. Approximately
50 people on each night took advantage
of the unique setting and atmosphere to
get some amazing photographs. Actors
including our own General Manager Mervyn
Allcock were on hand to complement
the scene, posing as drivers, firemen and
cleaners prepping the locos ready for their
next day of work.

There was great excitement when the
plans were revealed and everyone is very
much looking forward to being part of a
fantastic experience later this year.
More details about the play can be found
in the Events section which follows on
from this part of the Newsletter.

Photo: Mervyn Allcock
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Duchess of Sutherland
on the branch line at
Barrow Hill preparing to
leave after servicing.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

this time “Escape to the Country”. In the
programme a house buying couple looking
to relocate to their dream home from
one part of the country to another view a
number of properties.

A ROYAL SNEAK PREVIEW
A Steam Dreams charter from London
to Chesterfield on 5th April had an added
bonus for some of its passengers who
chose to carry on to Barrow Hill for a
unique behind the scenes view of progress
on the HLF funded restoration.

The format of the programme also includes
a visit by the couple to a notable local
attraction.

Half an hour before the Class 47
hauled charter train arrived, Duchess of
Sutherland came in light engine ready to
haul the lucky passengers and the train
back to London.

The Roundhouse was chosen for this
particular programme and on 21st March
Mervyn spent the day with the production
team, showing off the Roundhouse and the
current HLF refurbishment.

ESCAPE TO THE COUNTRY

The programme will be aired later this
year and we will make sure you all know
the date.

Once again, the Roundhouse was the venue
of choice for a popular BBC programme,
11

HEADLINE NEWS & NEWSLINES continued...

Class 24 D5054 Phil Southern is seen here on 23rd January on Station Road
leaving Barrow Hill Village. After a long stay at the Roundhouse it was
heading back to the East Lancs Railway. Photo: Brian Wragg
Class 37s 37254
and 37099, both
operated by Colas,
which were both
at Barrow Hill for
servicing are seen
outside HNRC on
2nd February.
Photo: Dale
Holford

An impressive line of DRS locomotives and a demonstration of how busy Barrow
Hill’s commercial operations are: three Class 37s and 8 Class 20s seen in the
Brickyard sidings which are rented by DRS on 6th February. Photo: Dale Holford
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On 9th January HM Revenue & Customs undertook
a spot check of the diesel in the Barrow Hill
fuelling point.
They drove their mobile laboratory round to the
fuelling point where they took a small sample.
At least four different tests were performed on the
sample.
We are happy to report that, as expected, no issues
were found. Photos: Dale Holford

Class 40 40 012 being fired up
beside the fuelling point on 8th
February. Photo: Dale Holford
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EVENTS
SATURDAY 29TH APRIL –
WALK AND TALK OPEN DAY
As part of the current HLF project,
we invited the public to come to the
Roundhouse and find out about the
progress we have been making.

We had a great day with a bonus free
lunch and it was wonderful to show people
how interesting the Roundhouse and the
surrounding area is.

The day was organised alongside the
Friends of St Andrews (F.O.S.T.A) and the
Chesterfield Canal Trust at Hollingwood
Hub. F.O.S.T.A kindly provided some
fascinating collections of photographs of
the local area, which were on display in the
Roundhouse for visitors to explore and the
group were on hand to answer questions.

We also got some wonderful feedback
from some of the visitors from the day.
‘We’d like to say a huge “Thank You” to you
and all your team for organising the Barrow
Hill Open Day Event.
It was wonderful to see the progress already
made in the Roundhouse and once complete
it will be so much nicer for visitors and offer
such a lot more, especially for children and
schools.’

Glynn Wilton, Project Manager at the
Roundhouse, provided visitors with tours
throughout the day to see what has been
happening with the building itself and some
of our volunteers were available with
interesting objects to look at!
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Visitors young and old enjoying a day at the
Roundhouse on 29th April. Photos: Glynn Wilton

We are now on the final countdown
to the most atmospheric beer festival
of the year, taking place on 18th, 19th
and 20th May.
Tickets are on sale through
www.seetickets.com* and at a range of
local outlets in Chesterfield, Sheffield,
Derby and Nottingham.
• Thursday 18th May £5.00		
buy 10 tickets, get 2 extra free
• Friday 19th May

£7.00

• Saturday 20th May

£7.00

On the gate prices will be:
• Thursday 18th May £5.00
• Friday 19th May

£9.00

• Saturday 20th May

£9.00

*A booking fee applies for online sales.
No under 18s are allowed in the venue
after 5pm.

BARROW HILL ROUNDHOUSE

RAIL ALE

2017

RAIL ALE 2017

THE MOST ATMOSPHERIC BEER FEST
IVAL OF THE YEAR!

THURSDAY 18th MAY 12noon - 11pm*
FRIDAY 19th MAY 12noon - 11pm*
SATURDAY 20th MAY 12noon - 11pm*
OVER 300 REAL on saleTickets
now
www
fro
.s
ALES, CIDERS,
and l eetickets.com
ocal o
PERRYS, CRAFT (see website for duetletsm
tails)
& WORLD BEERS!
TRAIN RIDES
& LIVE MUSIC
(on Frida

PLUS

THURSDAY:
ADVANCE £5
ON THE GATE £5

y & Saturday)

* No under 18s allowed on site after
5pm.
* Train rides run until 5pm on Friday
& Saturday. No train rides on Thursday
.

BARROW HILL ROUNDHOUSE
CAMPBELL DRIVE, BARROW HILL,
CHESTERFIELD, DERBYSHIRE S43
2PR

www.railalefestival.com
15

FRIDAY &
SATURDAY:
ADVANCE £7
ON THE GATE £9

Supported
Festival

EVENTS continued...
The Festival will be open from 12 noon
to 11pm on all three days with over 300
beers and ciders on offer. There will be a
wide range of craft keg and world bottled
beers on offer as well as fruit wines
and for the very first time – by popular
demand – a prosecco bar!

limited number of tables, each seating 10
people, are still available at £600 which
includes a sit down lunch, beer sampling
and a talk by Keith Bott, MBE, Managing
Director of Titanic Brewery. For more
information, please visit the Rail Ale website.

ARCHAEOLOGY WEEKEND

Entry will include a commemorative glass
and festival programme. There will be
free train rides until 5pm on Friday and
Saturday, live music from brass and jazz
through to rock and a wide variety of food
stalls. Full details of the entertainment
on offer can be found on the Festival’s
dedicated website www.railalefestival.com.

On Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd July
between 10.00am and 3.00pm Barrow
Hill is hosting archaeology weekend in the
Roundhouse car park! This is part of the
Festival of Archaeology taking place across
the United Kingdom during July and is
also a preview of the bigger ‘dig’ that will
be taking place here at the Roundhouse
in 2018 as part of the HLF funded
restoration activities.

We are putting the “Rail” into Rail Ale in a
big way this year. On Thursday 18th May we
will once again welcome UK Railtours with
their sell out HST rail tour, bringing over
300 thirsty visitors from London and the
south east to the Festival for several hours.

Visitors will be able to find out more
about the 2018 dig, have a go in the
sandpit dig and explore finds from the
nearby Staveley Hall. There will also be an
opportunity to work with archaeologists
to find out about digging for history and
watch the ground radar team at work and
be the first to see what might be beneath
the ground in the car park.

For those of you who fancy coming in
by train but who don’t want to go all the
way to London to achieve it, we have
another treat in store, with thanks to Rail
Operations Group and Vintage Trains. On
Friday 19th and Saturday 20th May they
will be running a top and tailed Class 37
and 47 from Derby, calling at Chesterfield
and Sheffield before heading to the
Roundhouse via the “Old Road” through
Woodhouse and Beighton. Passengers
will again have several hours to enjoy the
delights of the Festival before retracing
their steps home again. Links to tickets for
these very special day trips can be found
on the Rail Ale and Barrow Hill websites.

SEPTEMBER RELAUNCH
You may already have read in railway
magazines and the local press about our
exciting plans for September. These include
the Community Play, already mentioned in
News Headlines and an eagerly anticipated
visit by steam icons Flying Scotsman and
Tornado. What can we say about Flying
Scotsman other than it is a huge privilege
to have the locomotive back at the
Roundhouse exactly 43 years to the day
since her last visit! And having the newly
crowned fastest locomotive in preservation

Also on the Thursday, as well as our Trade
Session where the Beer of Festival will be
judged, we will be hosting a VIP lunch. A
16

and member of the 100mph club Tornado
in attendance too makes for a mouth
watering line up. And we musn’t forget
Rocket without whom there would be no
Flying Scotsman or Tornado for us to enjoy.

From this research, I first wrote a series of
dramatic monologues and short dramas,
performed in the area by local people and
directed by Carole Copeland, to inspire
people to take part in the show. These
were:

Let’s hear from Kevin Fegan,
writer of our Community Play
“Down The Line” which will be
performed on the evenings of
21st, 22nd and 23rd September.
As part of the celebration in September
there will be the most amazing show at
the Roundhouse: a professionally produced
community play “Down The Line”. The
show will involve hundreds of local people,
including a community choir and Ireland
Colliery Chesterfield Brass Band and it
will also feature guest appearances in the
drama by Stephenson’s Rocket and Flying
Scotsman. The play tells the story of this
area from the coming of the railways to
the present day and our guide is a fictional
Site Foreman, “Shunter”, whose family have
lived in the area for generations.
In 2015, Mervyn shared with me his
ambition to create a community play to
be performed on the Roundhouse site
and, with Heritage Lottery Fund backing,
commissioned me to write the play. I
spent a year based at Staveley Library,
researching the script for “Down The Line”
and interviewing local people who live and
work in the area, from a wide variety of
backgrounds, collecting experiences, stories
and characters which have fed into the play.
The title for the show came from a phrase
used by local historian, Ann Lucas, who was
one of my first interviewees/researchers.
Several other local people helped me with
my research, including the Collections
Team at the Roundhouse.

•

“Vera’s Story” - based on Barrow Hill
elderly resident Vera Wright.

•

“Lady Constance Chatterley’s Story”
- which I have loosely adapted from
D H Lawrence, which brings to life
the area around Staveley clandestinely
described by Lawrence in his novel.

•

“The Great War” - a short drama
about local young soldiers who were
killed in the conflict.

•

“Mick’s Story” - based on local
historian Mick Cherry.

•

“Robert Keyes’ Story” - a historical
character from Staveley who was
one of the main conspirators in the
Gunpowder Plot in 1605.

•

“Fear and Fascination” - a short drama
about the coming of the railways to
the Staveley area.

On completion of the full script, the
Roundhouse was successful in its
application to The Arts Council for a
Grants for the Arts Award to subsidise the
production of the show.
Following the exciting launch event talked
about earlier in this Newsletter, rehearsals
and production are now underway. A team
of professional theatre artists will also be
running a series of “taster” workshops
in different theatre-making skills to
encourage people to have a go and get
involved in the show.
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EVENTS continued...
If you are interested in getting involved in
the show as a performer, singer, designer
(set, costume, video or lighting), technical
crew or general helper, please contact me
directly as soon as possible to register
your interest. You can contact me by email
at kevfegan@gmail.com or by telephone
07904 111671.

We have made a small change to the 2017
line up which was announced in the last
Newsletter. Because of the grand relaunch
event on the weekend of 23rd and 24th
September, the September Social Evening
with the GB Productions Team will now
be held on Thursday 14th September at
the Hollingwood Hub. From October
the social evenings will return to the
Roundhouse and our newly refurbished
lecture room.

Tickets for the Play and the Steam Gala
will go on sale in late June. As always, you
will be able to find more information and
links to ticket outlets on the Barrow Hill
website.

Don’t forget to keep an eye on the Barrow
Hill website and on our Facebook and
Twitter pages for detailed and up-to-date
information on our exciting plans for the
2017 events.

SOCIAL EVENINGS IN 2017
The social evenings for 2017 continue at
Hollingwood Hub on the third Thursday
of every month. You can find more
information on each month’s presentation
on our website.

At the December Social Evening Mervyn Allcock
presented former Chairman Mike Kennedy with
a thank you gift on behalf of everyone at the
Roundhouse. Photo: Dave Darwin
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Above: A Class 68 - 68021 - being serviced in the DPS shed for the first time - making a little piece of history.
Below: New for 2017! Although Class 68s have visited Barrow Hill before, the three that came in at the end
of December 2016 and in January 2017 are debutantes to the depot. 68021 Tireless became the first 68 to be
stabled in the Deltic Preservation Society shed followed by 68023 Achilles and 68006 Daring - photographed
here lined up on the Springwell branch. They all came in for servicing before returning to main line duties.
Photos: Dale Holford

Picture This. . .

A rare sight - over a quarter of the Roundhouse
completely bare with roof steels and walls freshly
painted. The last time it looked like this was in 1998.
Photo: Alexa Stott

Above: Workmen inspect the Barrow pub sign prior to the volunteers removing it. Photo: Glynn Wilton
Below: 33 108 leaves to go to the Severn Valley Railway. Photo: Mervyn Allcock

DAVE DARWIN REMEMBERS...

Wagons on Shed
Brummagem Jimmy

But they must have turned a blind eye to
the practice most of the time as a loco
fitted with a ‘Jimmy’ made a distinctive
whistling noise with the exhaust when
working so you could tell when one was
in use.

Seeing Albert clearing out his book
and magazine store from what was the
enginemen’s locker room – and will
become an exhibition area as part of the
HLF works – brought to mind when I was
a fireman at the time of the changeover
from steam to diesel.

Famous steam locomotive designers Kyösti
Kylala and André Chapelon designed the
‘Kylchap’ blast pipe and double chimney
which improved the performance of many
steam locomotives: A1 60163 Tornado is
one of the locomotives has benefited from
this technical enhancement. Did they get
the idea from a locoman’s simple ‘Jimmy’?

Many of us took the opportunity to
clear out books and handouts for the
information of steam loco men and other
bits and pieces gathered over the years.
One item I regret throwing in the rubbish
bin was a ‘Brummagen Jimmy’ handed down
to me by a retiring driver.

Trams and Trains

This was an unofficial aid to make locos
steam better, in particular the 4Fs which
could be notorious steamers and certainly
needed careful firing. The handle from the
loco’s metal bucket would be fixed across
the blast pipe with strong wire. This split the
blast from the cylinders and in effect drew
more air through the fire. This was known
as ‘cutting its throat’ but it certainly made a
poor steaming loco work much better.

As a boy I lived in Mosborough, then
still part of Derbyshire, but we looked
upon Sheffield as ‘our town’! I have fond
memories of the old Sheffield tramway
system.
We used to go and visit an aunt in
Pitsmoor which meant a tram ride (joy of
joys). We would get on a car (trams were
always cars) in Fitzalan Square in the city
centre on a Lane Top service which took
us under the Wicker Arches where, with a
bit of luck, a steam loco would be passing
over out of Sheffield Victoria Station.
Coming home, I remember waiting for the
car coming down Barnsley Road on the
long straight. You could hear the overhead
wires singing as the car approached.

An enterprising fitter at Saltley Shed in
Birmingham had a lucrative side line making
an improvement on the bucket handle
version by turning any scrap metal he could
find into ‘Jimmys’ (hence Brummagem
Jimmys) which, with a clamp and a wing
nut, were easier to fit and remove. He sold
these to loco men for a few shillings and
they found their way to many sheds on the
LMS system. These devices were frowned
on by management: if one fell down the
blast pipe it could cause damage to the
valves or pistons.

The driver in his open driving position
clad in a long grey overcoat and leather
gauntlet gloves stood operating the
controls. I would watch him but could not
understand what did what.
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The cheery conductor shouted out the
stops (Fair Stages,Vestry Hall, Wicker,
Lady’s Bridge, Snig Hill). All too soon we
would be back in Fitzalan Square and it
was time to alight to catch the bus home.

V2s were regular visitors from the London
area but occasionally an A3 would make
an appearance. Even when the SheffieldManchester line closed to passenger traffic,
Wadsley Bridge Station was retained for
the Footex Specials well into the diesel era.

On a Saturday when the ‘Owls’ (Sheffield
Wednesday) were playing at home at
Hillsborough, many special tram services
ran from the city out to Hillsborough and
after all the passengers had disembarked
the empty cars went to the terminus at
Middlewood at the end of the line to be
lined up ready for when the match was
over to take all the (happy?) supporters
back into the city.

When I started my career at 18D Barrow
Hill as a junior fireman, I would be sent on
loan to cover work at the other Sheffield
area sheds like Millhouses, Darnall and
Grimesthorpe. We would be taken in the
shed’s minibus but after completing your
turn of duty you’d have to make your own
way home. The shed’s foreman would
hand you some tokens similar to Co-op
milk tokens (does anyone remember
those?) for payment on the tram into town
to catch a train to Chesterfield.

Around the same time (late 1950s, early
1960s) visiting supporters would come
by special train to Wadsley Bridge Station.
These were known as ‘Footex Specials’
and might perhaps bring in some unusual
or rare visiting locos. These would be
serviced at Darnall Shed before their
return workings and the coaching stock
would be stabled in the sidings at Wadsley
Bridge. Generally motive power would be
Black 5s from the Midlands or B1s from
the Eastern side.

When I see the modern Supertram depot
built on the site of the Nunnery carriage
sidings, it takes me back to those happy
days.
The last steam loco I went off Barrow
Hill shed with on 25th October 1967 was
B1 departmental number 22, previously
61315, which we took to those sidings
for use as a steam heating loco over the
winter months, warming such trains as the
“Master Cutler” and
other trains working
from Sheffield worked
by diesel locomotives.
Number 22 would be
taken to Normanton
shed as required for
coal and servicing.
Brummagem Jimmy.
Photo: Dave Darwin
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Oil!

lubricator filled by the fitting staff but
it was the driver’s job to check it.

Sheds like Barrow Hill used many gallons
of lubricating oil for locomotives. This was
kept in large tanks in the stores (where the
café was – and will be again).

• Saturated oil was a very thick black
oil used on locomotives which
used saturated steam rather than
superheated. This was applied by a
sight feed lubricator fitted in the cab
of locomotives and it was the fireman’s
job to fill it and keep it working as
part of his duties.

These were heated by gas jets to keep the
very thick oil warmed through enough to
run into the 1 gallon containers issued to
drivers by the storeman for oiling their
locomotives before departure from the
shed.

The oil for these tanks came by rail and
the 45 gallon drums would be stored next
to the garden siding until required. Then
they would be rolled into the stores to be
hoisted up over the appropriate tank by
block and tackle and the contents allowed
to empty into the tank. Paraffin also came
in 45 gallon drums, as did rape oil. Paraffin
was used in locomotive head and tail lamps
and rape oil used in the loco’s boiler water
gauge lamp for which paraffin could not be
used because the lamp was very close to
the boiler front, where it got very warm.
Rape oil has a higher flash point of course.

There were three types of oil in general
use:
• Bearing oil applied to the loco’s oil
points by oil can or feeder as they
were more commonly known.
• Superheater oil for locomotives
where the steam to the cylinders
was superheated. This required an
oil which could withstand the higher
temperatures. This oil was supplied
to the cylinders by a mechanical
Not something you see very often - the
steam heating boiler from a Deltic loco
Photo: Dave Darwin
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HISTORICAL CORNER NO. 44
routes either had their own exclusive
access rights, or an agreement by one
railway (which owned and maintained the
infrastructure) might grant permission to
allow designated “foreign” train services
to share the routes. This was for a fee,
of course and the RCH had an army of
clerks who recorded the passing traffic at
key points and apportioned the costs and
profits. A colourful book was published
by the RCH called “Railway Junction
Diagrams” and copies were issued to all
railways so that everyone understood
which railway owned the infrastructure
and who had shared running rights over
it. All the mileages of every route were
also quoted in minute detail. Another
useful tome was the RCH “Handbook
of Stations” where the facilities at every
passenger station and freight siding was
listed.

THE PRE-GROUPING
RAILWAYS IN CHESTERFIELD
In the Railway “Pre-Grouping” period
there were up to 123 independent railway
companies, many of which were competing
with each other to obtain their share
of the traffic that was available in their
locality, both passenger and freight. This
era came to an end on 1st January 1923 by
government decree, when most railways
were formed into the so-called “Big Four”
comprising of the GWR, LNER, LMS and
SR railways.
There were a few exceptions to this in the
case of some minor light railways which
remained independent. Two main line
railways were already amalgamated prior
to 1923, as the Lancashire & Yorkshire
Railway had previously been taken over
by the London & North Western Railway
from 1st January 1922. Another oddity was
the Cheshire Lines Committee, which was
a jointly managed enterprise operated by
the Midland Railway, the Great Northern
Railway, together with the Manchester,
Sheffield & Lincolnshire Railway. At the
Grouping, the CLC routes were absorbed
into the LNER.

Matters such as if the siding had a
stationary crane and what the lifting
capacity was, or a road vehicle weighbridge,
were clearly defined. All essential reading,
especially if you had dispatched a heavy
consignment of goods to be offloaded at
a wayside facility. When all the railways
were nationalised on 1st January 1948
you would imagine that the RCH was
effectively obsolete but this was not
the case. It still managed joint ticketing
arrangements and as late as October 1948
it was issuing decrees such as how freight
wagons would be lettered and drawings
were prepared to show the arrangements
in great detail. The RCH eventually
existed in name only but it was not finally
dissolved until 8th April 1955.

Many large towns in the UK had more
than one railway company within their
boundaries, usually with their own
independent passenger stations and freight
yards as well. To coordinate all of this, the
guiding hand was the Railway Clearing
House (RCH), which was formed in 1842
and dealt with financial matters such as
joint ticketing of passenger fares as well as
shared running rights over jointly operated
routes. This got quite complicated at large
main line junctions, where the respective

Chesterfield was no different to the
average town in the United Kingdom, in
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that it could boast at one time having
three independent railways competing
for the passenger services and especially
the lucrative coal traffic of the district.
The combined Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire
and Derbyshire coalfield covered an
area of 2,400 square miles and was the
largest such mineral field in the UK. As
an example, between 1931 and 1935, the
total coal output was 65.9 million tons.
Derbyshire itself had at one time 101
collieries within its borders.

instalment of Vignoles will examine the
NMR in detail.

The first railway to arrive at Chesterfield
in 1840 was the North Midland Railway,
which extended northwards from Derby
and eventually reached as far as Leeds.
The NMR became the Midland Railway
in 1844. The station was simply named
“Chesterfield” upon completion but this
was altered to Chesterfield Midland to
differentiate from the other two stations
which came later.

The abundant coal traffic in the area also
encouraged the MS&L to build no less
than 17 branch lines to serve them. The
detractors of the MS&L (perhaps with
good reason) called it the “Money Sunk
and Lost”.

Next on the scene was the Manchester,
Sheffield & Lincolnshire Railway which
arrived in 1892 and their station was
named Chesterfield Central.
The station building itself was located
adjacent to Brewery Street and it was a
modest single storey structure of timber
construction. There was an adjacent goods
yard on the Up side of the station.

For the later extension to London
(Marylebone), which opened throughout in
1898, the name was changed to the Great
Central Railway. Now its enemies declared
that the money had “Gone Completely”!

The original station was built in the
classic Jacobean style of architecture and
the design can be compared with that of
Ambergate station. When the “New Road”
direct route to Sheffield was built in 1870
the original station was demolished to
make way for the construction of Tapton
Junction. Consequently a new station
was erected further south at the present
location.

The GCR route in Chesterfield was
closed to passengers on 5th March 1963.
The last train was an enthusiasts’ rail tour
hauled by Flying Scotsman, which ran from
Sheffield Victoria Station to Marylebone
in London. Eventually freight services
were withdrawn on 11th September 1967.
The buildings on the Down side were
demolished soon after closure but those
on the Up side remained until they were
eventually demolished in 1971.

This design in the “Derby Gothic” style
was by the Midland Railway architect
John Holloway Sanders. He was also
responsible for the design of Sheffield
Station and many of the fine buildings
which still survive on the Settle & Carlisle
line. This second Chesterfield station was
demolished in 1963 when the present
station was built on the same site. A future

The last structure to remain standing was
the large warehouse in the goods yard. The
site was completely lost in 1985 when the
A61 Inner Relief road was built. Nearby
and opposite to Durrant Road is the 474
yard (434m) Hollis Tunnel which still exists
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HISTORICAL CORNER NO. 44 continued...
as the only surviving fragment but access is
not encouraged.

subsidence. It was demolished by the
Royal Engineers in spectacular fashion
using explosives on 24th August 1952.
For a short period following closure the
station building was occupied by Charles
Credland Ltd, a painting and decorating
firm. Demolition followed in April 1973.

Thirdly, the Lancashire, Derbyshire & East
Coast Railway built a line from Lincoln and
reached Chesterfield Market Place Station
in 1897; the station opened on 8th March
of that year. The line was known as the
“Dukeries Route” because of the number
of stately homes and large estates along
the railway. This was a difficult line to build,
especially on the approach to Chesterfield
with a series of limestone ridges to be
overcome, which required the building of
Duckmanton Tunnel (501 yards or 458m)
and Bolsover Tunnel (2,624 yards or
2,399m).

All of this conglomeration came together
at Horns Bridge in Chesterfield. The
Midland, being first on the scene took
their route at this point on an earthwork
embankment. Here the MS&L inserted a
steel girder bridge with brick abutments
into the embankment and the lines passed
under the Midland main line at roughly 90
degrees. The LD&EC Railway subsequently
passed above and adjacent to the Midland
route on a substantial brick viaduct (700
feet long or 213m), which crossed over
the MS&L line. This combination was
also known locally as Three Bridges in its
heyday. Nowadays, only the Midland route
survives intact.

The main station building was a large
three storey brick built structure with
a long glass front awning. There were
four platforms, all with canopies and
an extensive goods yard. The LD&EC
had grandiose plans to be a coast-tocoast route and two extensions were
proposed. These were for an eastward
route between Lincoln and Sutton-onSea and then a westward extension from
Chesterfield to serve the ship canal at
Manchester and onto Warrington.

What was seen in the late Victorian and
early Edwardian eras as being healthy
competition for the railways faded with
nationalisation in 1948. After two world
wars with reduced maintenance and
much destruction of infrastructure and
rolling stock, as well as the Depression
of the 1920s, the railways were run
down and utterly worn out. Duplication
of railway routes was now considered
to be inefficient and wasteful. Early
line closures started in 1950 but the
trend was accelerated from 1961. The
government of the day had appointed
Lord Beeching as Chairman of the British
Railways Board and the closures process
was accelerated with the remit to close
down all unprofitable railway routes

Neither of these extensions came to
fruition and the LD&EC was purchased
by the Great Central Railway in 1907
as it gave them access to the lucrative
coalfield traffic. The station at Chesterfield
closed in 1951 but the tracks were not
lifted until 1957-8. The justification
for closure was said to be due to the
excessive maintenance costs of the
adjacent Bolsover tunnel, caused by severe
water seepage and mining subsidence.
Doe Lea viaduct (370 feet or 110m) was
also problematic, again due to mining
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which were duplicated and services that
were uneconomic. A document entitled
“The Reshaping of British Railways” was
published in 1963. This proposed that
around 6,000 miles (9,700km) of railway
routes, together with 2,363 stations,
were to be closed. Broadly, this plan was
largely carried out with only a few minor
exceptions. Readers interested in the
whole story of the Beeching Cuts should
watch “Ian Hislop Goes off the Rails”
which is a BBC documentary available on
YouTube.

could one day see train services reinstated.
A good example of this resurgence is
the reopening of the former LNWR line
between Oxford to Cambridge which was
closed in 1967.
The first rebuilt section between Oxford
and Bicester was reopened in 2016. Now,
the first phase of the new High Speed
2 (HS2) railway has been authorised by
Parliament to run between London and
Birmingham. The construction project
will generate about 25,000 jobs, which
gives a scale to the enormity of the work
involved. Proposals include a spur line for
Chesterfield and Sheffield diverging from
the main HS2 route. Projects such as this
will reflect back onto the established
railways and at last we shall hopefully see a
renaissance of more reopened rail routes
in the coming years.

Today, however, there are increasing
pressures on the railways to carry more
passengers than ever before. Furthermore,
in efforts to keep heavy lorries off the
motorways, freight services by rail are
now on the increase. Some of those
duplicated rail routes which were
previously considered to be unwanted

Vignoles

Photo: Mervyn Allcock
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STEAM LOCOMOTIVE DEPARTMENT NOTES
Work has continued with re-wheeling
Steve William’s Hunslet Austerity loco
number 68006 which is now an 0-6-0
again. Major work has stopped on it for
now and will re-commence once the HLF
work in the Roundhouse is completed.
Peckett 2000 left site in January for her
ten yearly boiler overhaul as predicted.
Work started immediately and is now well
underway.
It is hoped to have her back in traffic by
the end of August so she can take part in
the September events at Barrow Hill.
While the boiler is
being overhauled we
are also taking the
opportunity to do a
piston and valve exam,
fit new piston rings and
overhaul the badly worn
crossheads.
Andrew Whitehead’s
large Hawthorn Leslie
0-4-0ST Swanscombe is
now not far away from
making her first moves
under steam.
The saddle tank has
been put back on and
she looks like a loco
again.Vacuum brake
equipment is still to be
fitted but this project
is definitely nearing
completion.
41708 is still patiently
awaiting the day we can
start work on her major
overhaul, which hopefully

Peter Kennan, owner of Barrow Hill stalwart Peckett
2000, captured these shots of the loco’s overhaul
at Loughborough. Photos: Peter Kennan
30

will not be too long away now and the rest
of the locomotives on display are all kept
clean and oiled on a regular basis.
Several of the exhibits are on loan to the
Roundhouse courtesy of the National
Railway Museum with whom we continue to
enjoy an excellent working relationship.

One surprising piece of information to come
out of Peckett 2000’s overhaul has been the
discovery that it is still carrying its original
builder’s plates, as seen here. Replicas
have now been ordered from Procast in
Cleckheaton - the original plates are safely
stored in a secure location!

Vulcan went on hire to Beamish Museum
in 2016 and she was performing well there
on the shuttle service at Rowley station
until a small but nasty steam leak appeared.
Initial thoughts that it was a foundation
ring rivet leaking were discounted and it
turns out to be a pin hole in the outer
wrapper so she is now stopped awaiting a
boiler lift and rectification work.

Photo: Peter Kennan

A3 Class loco 60103 Flying Scotsman and
the working replica Rocket for the relaunch of Barrow Hill after the HLF work
is completed. It is a mouthwatering line
up and one we hope will be seen by many
thousands of people.

While the boiler is out we will retube it and start again with a clean ten
yearly certificate. As already mentioned
A1 60163 Tornado will be back at the
Roundhouse in September along with the

Martyn Ashworth

Martyn Brailsford and Nigel Atkinson discovered a
first edition of “Rail” magazine whilst clearing out
the shop. Photo: Becky Atkinson
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VOLUNTEERS’ REPORT
I hope you all have had a better
start to 2017 year than I have
had on a personal basis but I am
optimistic that things should
improve from now on.
I was really looking forward to helping get
the Roundhouse cleared up ready for the
HLF work to begin but just could not get
any spare time to come across and help
due to personal reasons, which was rather
frustrating to say the least.

An emptied shop prior to the HLF
works starting.
Photo: Becky Atkinson

However, my spies have informed me that
all the volunteers who were able to attend
during those weekends in January did a
completely brilliant job clearing up so that
the work could get underway. Thank you
all very much.

there should be no further delays in
communication.
We are also still looking for someone to
take up the role of Assistant Volunteer Coordinator? If anyone is interested in this
role please contact me on ramoth150@
aol.com and I will forward you a job
description and we can work from there.

Alan Rutherford has written a volunteer’s
eye view of the work that has taken place
so far for you all to read, which is brilliant
(see next page) – thank you Alan.

The next big event will be the annual Rail
Ale Festival on 18th, 19th and 20th May.
Volunteers will be needed to help prepare
the Roundhouse for the event, during the
event and for taking down after the event.

As you may know Glynn Wilton is also
posting information on to the website and
keeping us up to date with the progress on
site. For those of you who do Facebook,
information is also being sent out that way.

Details will be sent out in April regarding
this to all volunteers, however please
contact me on the same email address
ramoth150@aol.com as soon as possible if
you are willing to assist with this event it’s
hard work but great fun!

Grace has created an information pack
containing the volunteer opportunities and
roles that will be a key part of the new
Learning & Access programme.
Training will be provided for any volunteer
who wishes to take up any of these
opportunities. Please let me know if you
would like a copy of this pack and if you
are interested in any of the roles I will pass
on your contact details to Grace.

It looks as if 2017 is going to be a really
positive move forward for Barrow Hill and
for all those of you who volunteer your
time here.
Sandy Crawley
Volunteer Coordinator

Now that all my Barrow Hill data has at
last been transferred to my new laptop
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Alan Rutherford gives us a
first hand update on volunteer
activities over the past few
months...

Barrow Hill’s NE pattern brake van had a
great deal of rotten timber and all of this
has been cut out and replaced. The floor of
the entrance vestibules was replaced with
concrete and new footboards were made
and fitted.

The engine overhaul of Drewry shunter
Harry has now been completed and after
careful bleeding of the fuel injector pipes it
ran very well.

A complete repaint was then applied. At
the moment the van is “through piped” but
it is hoped to replace it with full vacuum
brake gear.

The compressed air system had many
faults from broken pipes, sticking valves
and poor compressor performance and
all these have been put right. The change
speed gearbox was found to have no
adjustment left on first gear so the box
was removed from the loco and has been
sent away for overhaul.

Parts are hard to come by so much of it
will have to be made from scratch. The
LMS pattern van has been given a new coat
of paint.

Right: One of the Barrow Hill brake vans at
the start of its comprehensive overhaul.
Photo: Don Cambridge
Below: The newly overhauled Barrow
Hill brake vans look splended on the
Roundhouse turntable. All credit to the
weekend volunteers! Photo: Alexa Stott
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VOLUNTEERS’ REPORT continued...
The volunteers have had much to do as
part of the preparation for the HLF works.
When the diesel side of the shed had been
emptied ready for the HLF renovations
works, the volunteers cleaned out the
pits and a great many new pit boards
were made and fitted to accommodate
the contractor’s access platforms. The
window between the shop and the foyer
has had a new window frame made. Much
of the timber has been recycled from
the underdrawn ceilings which the HLF
contractors had removed.

Frank Rowley has made the Foreman’s office
window from scratch. Photo: Alexa Stott

In the kitchen, all the kitchen equipment
was removed before the contractors
demolished it and all the display cases in
the foyer were emptied and removed to
storage in the main shed. Back outside and
a large quantity of worn out 60ft bullhead
rail stored by the brickyard fence was
reduced to short lengths so they could
be palletised. This was done as weather
permitted mainly using the petrol powered
rail saw from the PW department.

The main gate opening mechanism was
broken by Storm Doris. We were able
to make a temporary repair before rain
stopped the job.
The gate to the car park area also
suffered the some serious bending to
the hinges which have been repaired and
strengthened. The job was finished off the
following weekend when the welder could
be brought out in fine weather.

Our resident joiner, Eddie Wilkinson, is now hard at
work on the creation of the second floor in the water
tower, which will provide valuable extra storage space.
Photo: Eddie Wilkinson
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FROM THE COLLECTIONS TEAM
We have in our Collection a book
which dates from around the turn
of the last century. The dates in
the book start from 1900 to 1917.
The book is very delicate and so to
reduce handling we decided the best thing
to do was to photograph every page as
this would be less harmful than trying to
digitally scan it.
The book contains 362 pages plus an index
of names which I found was incomplete
after I had gone through all the pages.
As I started to look at the entries I found
some quite interesting ones so I thought I
would write them down. This has been a
slow process as some entries are in ornate
“copperplate” handwriting, others are
more hurried. Any entries I have been a
bit uncertain of I have put a question mark.

names in this book and indeed the staff
book that we have can, be found on our
Collections website for family research etc.
which is linked to the main Barrow Hill
Roundhouse website.

The list is in the form of a table and I
have purposely left out the names of
the accused and only put in the page
numbers. However, a full list of the

Should we receive
enquiries from
families it is
possible to supply
the relevant pages
either printed or
as a .jpeg file.
This is a review
of the first 50
pages only, so as
you see we could
get another 6 or
so articles out of
it if people were
interested.
Don Cambridge
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FROM THE COLLECTIONS TEAM continued...
BH Discipline Book
Fine/Payment

Reason

1

3d

for losing Check

1

Cautioned

For running E 2424 into turntable hole at Staveley 9/9/12

1

fined 2/6

Failing to hold points properly at Buxton

4

Cautioned

For putting E 1758 with back part of R tender brake adjusting rod broken in the eye and not
reporting it

4

Reprimanded

For putting E1759 away with long steam pipe flange ? flange broke and not reporting it

4

Reprimanded

Putting E 1963 away with R injector short feed pipe cracked against flange and not reporting it

4

Cautioned

To avoid causing annoyance to residents near the railway by allowing engine to blow off steam
Totley Brook

4

Sharply Cautioned

Losing time through bad judgement working ? Northwich to Staveley

4

Cautioned

For negligence when assisting in rear, whereby train being divided and delay caused, Bell House
Curve and for not properly reporting the case.

5

Fined 2/6

For allowing 309 to leave the rails through allowing the point handle to slip

7

Cautioned

Not exercising more care and damaging Staveley Cos wagon, Furnace Yard Staveley

9

Fined 3/6

Negligence whereby a collision was caused between engines and slight damage done Staveley

10

Cautioned

Dropping Tablet Ireland colliery and causing it to be broken

11

Suspended 2 days

Irregular conduct by larking in mess room and thereby causing a Driver to be injured

11

Discharged

Irregular conduct Striking J G Taylor in Shed and Stores

13

Suspended 2 days

Idling time away

Cautioned

Washing hands in Company time

14

Cautioned

For disregarding rule 55 Stretton Goods Home signal

16

Fined 1/-

Taking keys to engine home

19

Cautioned

To Strictly obey orders in Future, (Had been instructed to Lodge at Canklow being on
excessive hours, but having no food, came home)

19

Gratuity 2/-

For extinguishing fire in wagon of Coke, Holbrook

21

Reprimanded

For allowing trimmings of engine to get into a very dirty condition resulting in axlebox getting
hot when working mineral train

22

Cautioned - Lost
one Day

For omitting to come on Duty to work 7-50am Eckington Shunt

23

Fined 1/-

For Smoking on Duty

24

Fined 2/6

For Causing slight collision & Damage to Engine through not keeping a proper look out at
Staveley

24

Reprimanded

For allowing both injectors to become frozen through disregarding regulations

36

24

Fined 1/-

For failing to give up card pass

24

Fined 3/6

Neglect of Duty, Failing to observe that portion of train had broken loose and causing serious
delay to traffic

24

Fined 5/-

Neglect of Duty by proceeding with train before receiving a proper signal.Thereby causing
slight collision at Chesterfield.

24

Suspended 2 days

Passing Barlow Colliery up line shunting signal at Danger

24

Gratuity 5/-

For Promptly sounding his Engine whistle Thereby drawing attention to the fact that a collision
was imminent with his train Holbrook

26

Cautioned

For failing to come on Duty for work 4am Workmans train

27

Cautioned

For carelessness in causing Iron Stop Block ? to be damaged G.C. exchange sidings Clowne

28

Cautioned

Omitting to sign off Engine1689 in repair book “Relieved”. L Piston blowing

30

Cautioned

Omitting to call P F G Salt on duty whereby he was 1 hr 5 mins late

30

Discharged

Refusing to obey orders

31

6d

Going firing without domino

32

Reprimanded

For taking the Sheepbridge Shunters on his engine up the Nestfield Branch to visit Barlow Feast

33

Cautioned

Not exercising care whereby engine 2522 was derailed Normanton

35

2/6 Gratuity

For vigilance & calling attention to timber lying on the rails of main line between Hathersage
and Bamford

37

Reprimanded

Omitting to stop at Bamford

37

Fined 2/6

Disregarding instructions by locking engine steam brake valve, Sheffield

37

Gratuity 2/6

Vigilance in noticing a plank falling from a wagon and prompt action in the matter,Whittington

38

Fined 1/-

Causing gauge lamp to be destroyed

40

Cautioned

Not complying with Rule 48 (b) & causing damage to wagons at Creswell

40

Cautioned

Not taking proper rest at Toton Lodginghouse ( signed off 2-35pm and went to bed at 9-00 pm
thereby being unready when required for relief duty) has promised will not occur again

41

Suspended 14
working days

Failing to strictly carry out rule with regard to going into signalbox reminding signalman of
position of engine & remaining there until the signalman could give permission for it to go
forward thereby contributing to a serious collision Tapton Jc.

41

Suspended 3
working days

For aiding & abetting Driver Dakin in Making a false representation& for obtaining double
lodging expenses when not entitled to them.

41

Cautioned

For neglecting to remind Signalman of the position of train when detained at signal. Hollis Lane,
Chesterfield

46

Reprimanded

Going out firing without domino

47

Suspended 2 Days

Irregular conduct by Larking in Mess Room & Thereby causing a Driver to be Injured

47

Cautioned

Omitting to produce No 1 Supp & No 22 Appendix when called upon to do so (lost)

47

Gratuity 10/-

Vigilance in Noticing Obstruction on the Line & Prompt action in the Matter between
Seymour Jc. & Markham

48

Reprimanded

Disregarding Instructions by not applying for reliefand thereby making excessive hours

49

Fined 1/-

For loosing Long Oil Feeder

50

Suspended 6 Days

For not keeping train under proper control and causing collision with goods Train Kegworth
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MONEY MATTERS
Welcome to the first “Money
Matters” of the year, and what an
exciting year it will be for Barrow Hill!

is much appreciated and keeps some funds
flowing into our bank account.
Happily, the commercial activity on site is
able to continue unaffected by the building
work and the rental income and fuel sales,
although largely unseen, make an enormous
contribution to our funds.

SHOP! AND CAFÉ
As expected, Sunday 18th December
was the last day of public admission and
trading for our shop and cafe, with both
departments using their premises for the last
time before moving into our new Heritage
Lottery funded facilities later this year. The
last shop keeper in the old shop was David
Williams and the last customer, a gentleman
visiting Britain from Japan, was served at
1540 and thankfully he spent a small fortune
on books and Barrow Hill souvenirs.

THE HLF PROJECT, OTHER
SPENDING AND GRANTS
RECEIVED
“Moving Forward”, the Heritage Lottery
Fund financed project is now in full swing
and by the end of February we had paid our
first large building works invoice together
with several smaller project-related bills.
Our Project Manager Glynn Wilton is on
the ball, and quickly recovered most of the
amounts paid by reclaiming them from the
HLF. He has now submitted three claims
and I am most impressed by the quick
turnaround, both by Glynn and the HLF,
which means that our bank account balance
is restored as quickly as possible.

We had a busy weekend on Saturday 7th
and Sunday 8th January packing up the
entire contents of the shop and stock
cupboard and transferring everything to
a new storeroom in the Intertrain cabin
so that the old shop was completely
empty to enable the building contractors
to start work. Many thanks to all those
who volunteered to help in this task. The
gentlemen who assisted in moving the
shop stock, using the sack trolley, were
marvellous and enabled us to finish at a
much more sensible time on the Sunday
than I had envisaged. Thank you very much,
you know who you are!

Other spending is, of course, severely
restricted whilst the project is absorbing
such a substantial percentage of our funds
but we have also paid the annual charge
to Chesterfield Borough Council for the
maintenance of the Whittington Road
bridge (which carries our rail connection
to the main line) and an invoice for some
more of the ongoing turntable repairs.
Hopefully we have just about reached the
end of our spending on the latter item. The
Trustees have also authorised expenditure
on replacing some of the lights in the
Roundhouse with LED lighting as these are
much more energy efficient and the savings
will relatively quickly repay the capital outlay.

I was delighted to find on a recent visit
to “Model Rail Scotland” in Glasgow that
Bauer’s “Model Rail” stand had some
Hornby model Barrow Hill signal boxes
for sale, described as “the last few left”. I
bought the last three at a favourable price
for resale in the shop when it re-opens.
One lady asked me if I collected them!
Fortunately, despite the closure of the old
cafe as we know it, Bill and Ellen are very
kindly turning up at weekends to feed our
volunteers from a temporary catering
facility in the Intertrain cabin, which I know

We have also received several grants
recently thanks largely to our project team
of Glynn and Grace Tebbutt, our Learning &
Access Officer.
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On 18th December 2016 David Williams served
our last customer before the site closed for
Christmas and the old shop closed for ever.
Photo: Nigel Atkinson

The Arts Council has furnished us with half
its agreed contribution to our theatrical
production “Down The Line”, a play about
the Barrow Hill story. Museum Development
East Midlands have provided finance for
display cases and we have also received a
Sandford Cascade grant as a contribution to
our education budget which can be used as
match funding for the HLF project.

“on shed” again at Barrow Hill exactly
43 years later to the day on the Friday
22nd September 2017. Unfortunately,
some railway magazines incorrectly quote
the year of its last visit to us as being in
1973. Perhaps they deserve a “one year
out” T-shirt; regular Radio 2 listeners will
understand this reference!
Looking back to the 1974 open day, there
was a wide variety of locomotives on
show. The only non-blue locomotive was
4472 Flying Scotsman in the London &
North Eastern Railway’s apple green livery.
All other exhibits wore the standard
rail blue of the time and were long term
resident shunters Class 03s numbers
03129 and 03189 (the latter operating
passenger shuttles) and Class 08 number
08871, together with main line diesels
20033, 20162, 20197, 25026, 31307,
37106, 47311 and 55015 Tulyar, which is
incidentally now resident at Barrow Hill in
the Deltic Preservation Society’s shed, and
Woodhead electric 76054. In those times,
most of the regular freight locomotives
were ousted from the depot and stabled in
Barrow Hill Down Sidings for the duration
of the open days. I imagine Mervyn would
give anything for that luxury nowadays!

EVENTS, 1974 AND ALL THAT
Despite being closed at the moment for
the HLF works, 2017 should be a great
year for special events at Barrow Hill and
should compensate financially for our lost
admissions, cafe and shop income during the
building work. Rail Ale, our popular annual
beer festival goes ahead as usual in May
(Thursday 18th to Saturday 20th) because
we have permission from the contractors
to open for that event only. A visiting High
Speed Train charter, shuttle trains from
Chesterfield… oh, and some beer too!
Our grand re-opening celebrations in
September should be unmissable with a
mouth-watering steam gala and our own
play “Down The Line”. Once agreement
was reached for Flying Scotsman to attend,
I dug out my old trainspotting note book
to search for the date of its last visit to
our favourite engine shed. This proved to
be the Open Day held on Sunday 22nd
September 1974, meaning that it will be

I look forward to seeing you at one or all
of these events.
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Nigel Atkinson, ACMA, CGMA
Treasurer

AND FINALLY…
Customs Form would not bring a heavy
bill. The week passed and no crate arrived
so John tracked it from his end and TNT
tracking said it was in Northampton
and Rotherham but status unknown and
“Recovery in Operation.” Well that was
worrying but at least it was in the country.

BY OUR ROVING REPORTER,
DON CAMBRIDGE
FROM NEW ZEALAND WITH LOVE!
It all started when Simon Hartshorne
saw a conversation on Facebook about
someone wanting to find a good home for
the name board off Chesterfield Central
Signal Box and flagged it up to me thinking
Barrow Hill would be a good home.

A few days later I decided to get on the
phone as the status still hadn’t changed. A
nice lady I spoke to with a Dutch accent
told me the package was actually in
Arnhem. She was most put out when I said
“What in Germany?” “Sir, Arnhem is in the
Netherlands!” was her reply. “I will have
our representative call you.” Ten minutes
later I got a phone call with the full story.

So it was discussed at Barrow Hill and
as it came under our collections criteria
because it was local, I expressed an
interest. It turned out that the board was
actually owned by John Windle who is a
Life Member of Barrow Hill.

The plane had arrived from New Zealand
into Amsterdam but although the
paperwork said it was on that plane it was
not and they had spent a week trying to
locate it, which they did, and it had arrived
in Amsterdam the day before my phone call.

He had purchased the board along with
the tunnel plate from the South end of
the GC Tunnel for 5/- but unfortunately
someone had thieved the tunnel plate
before he could collect it. On emigrating
to New Zealand John took the signal box
board with him.

It would take 36 hours to get to England
by road if cleared by Customs. I was very
happy we had found it and I let John know in
New Zealand. Lo and behold it turned up at
Barrow Hill the day after, hopefully to be put
on display when we re-open in September.

After discussions John agreed that Barrow
Hill would be a fitting place for it to
be kept and hopefully displayed and he
packaged it up and sent it, totally at his
own expense, by air freight with TNT.
That’s when the fun began. As John had
sent stuff to Didcot Museum in the past,
he knew that it would take around seven
days and that HMRC might want a duty to
be paid.

And finally the answer to the
question we asked in the last
Newsletter...
Ken Sanderson knew the make of the
car featured on page 39 of the last
Newsletter.
He was pretty sure of the model
too. It is an Armstrong Siddeley and
almost certainly a Whitley, which was
manufactured in the years 1949-54.

So, before it was shipped, I sent John the
relevant Museum Form to be signed and
John also put our Charity number on
the outside of the packaging and marked
the board as a “Gift” so that the value
of £1000 that he had to declare on the
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Above Chesterfield Central Signal Box prior to demolition. Photo: John Windle
Below: Don Cambridge with the signal box board after its long journey to its new home at the
Roundhouse. Photo: Don Cambridge

40012 is caught having a little look at the work being done in the Garden. In the
foreground you can see the excavations for the new cafe and eating area.
Photo: Dale Holford

