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Another hugely successful Rail Ale, celebrating its 15th birthday, is captured for posterity by photographer
Paul Bigland.

Opening Shot...

Or perhaps a parting shot? The British
Pullman, a regular visitor to Barrow Hill, seen
from the Springwell Branch on 27th April.
Photo: Dale Holford
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From the Manager

HAVE YOU GOT A MEMORY
OF BARROW HILL IN
STEAM OR DIESEL DAYS?

Hello, and welcome to the
Summer 2016 Barrow Hill
Newsletter.

Do you have photographs of
the depot which we could use in
future issues of the Newsletter?
Please get in touch with Alexa Stott
by post: Barrow Hill Roundhouse,
Campbell Drive, Barrow Hill,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S43 2PR.
Or email: alexa@alexastott.com

In my introduction in the last Newsletter
I said what a special year 2016 had already
proved to be – and it is continuing to
prove to be a very special year.
This year’s Rail Ale festival was a huge
success with visitor numbers up on last
year. The Roundhouse, once again, proved
to be a fantastic venue and a huge draw
for visitors from near and far.
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On Wednesday 22nd June, the Belmond British Pullman returned to Barrow Hill for servicing, this time
top and tailed by 67018 and 67015. Dale Holford, Bill Newton and Mick Stokeley took all the rubbish off
and gave all the Pullman coaches fresh water. The train arrived at 13.30 after dropping passengers off at
Chesterfield station for a trip to Chatsworth. It departed at 16.15 to pick up passengers.
Photo: Dale Holford

The site continues to be used
increasingly by the commercial industry
and in turn is providing increasing
local employment opportunities and
continued income to help support the
Roundhouse.

Newsletter and a new members bulletin,
which will be detailed further later on in
this Newsletter.
And looking even further ahead, 2017
looks like it’s going to be a fantastic year
for events so watch this space.

After a slight delay we are now poised
to make a start on the Heritage Lottery
funded improvements which will bring
huge future benefits whilst retaining the
fantastic atmosphere of our Roundhouse.
Exciting times!

Here’s to the next chapter in the
fantastic story which is Barrow Hill
Roundhouse!
Mervyn Allcock
General Manager
August 2016

We will keep you appraised of the plans
and the progress via the website, the
3

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
Another Rail Ale and another
great success. This year there
were more bars, more beers, and
longer opening hours.

coordinating all aspects of the project.
He is Glynn Wilton who spent several
years successfully implementing HLF
schemes at Crich Tramway Museum.

It’s easy to come along and be unaware
of all the hard work that goes into
making these events the success they
are. Many thanks to the organisers, the
sponsors, and the volunteers who put in
all that hard work.

We shall also be appointing a Learning &
Access Officer to draw up and implement
the learning plans for all the new visitors
we want to attract. These will range
from primary school children to retired
visitors, not forgetting the specialist
requirements of our existing audience of
rail enthusiasts. To help in this we shall be
appointing an interpretation consultant
to devise all the displays and other ways
of getting information across. In doing
this we are very aware of the need to
preserve the special and unique nature
of the site as a working depot and not to
turn Barrow Hill into a sterile museum.
This point was made very forcibly to
Mervyn on a recent visit to the National
Railway Museum!

This will be the last event this year as
we get into delivering the HLF project.
We aim to re-open again next year with
Rail Ale in May.The site will still be open
for volunteers and weekend visitors for
a little longer, but the intention is that
building work will start in September,
and we shall have to hand over the
Roundhouse complex and part of the site
to the contractors at that stage.This will
probably mean that we cannot accept
visitors, although hopefully we can still find
work for volunteers, even if they have to
manage without the cafe and eating area.

We have been thinking about how to
keep you all informed about progress on
the project. Obviously we shall continue
to use the Newsletter, but we need to
do it more frequently because we want
to keep you all in touch on a regular
basis. This is because we want your help
in devising the content of our displays.
What do you think are the important
stories about Barrow Hill?

During the last few months we have
been tying up all the loose ends of the
HLF contract and, as I write, we still
await final clearance from HLF to start
spending money. That should have been
received by the time you read this. In
the meantime we have been recruiting
the new full-time staff and consultants.
Subject to final HLF clearance we have
appointed the architect for the job. This
is Carl Andrews of Soul Architects, who
drew up the initial plans. He will be
responsible for drawing up the detailed
plans and appointing contractors
to carry out the repairs and the
construction of the new building.

We also want to recruit more
volunteers to carry out a wide range of
new jobs, particularly in guiding visitors
around the site and helping with the
educational programmes. We intend
to introduce a monthly electronic
newsletter. We already have the email
addresses of most volunteers, but if you
want to be included in the circulation
list, let Sandy Crawley know. We shall
also use the website and Facebook but

We have also appointed the Project
Manager who will be responsible for
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if there is anyone not using email, etc.,
who still wants to be kept in touch let us
know and we shall see what we can do.
I would like to welcome Sandy as our new
Volunteer Coordinator, taking over this
very important role from Paul Millington.
Paul has decided to stand down from
the role, having dedicated much of the
last couple of years to helping to set up
and implement the systems required for
voluntary work at the Roundhouse. On
behalf of the Committee, members and
volunteers, I would like to thank Paul for
all his hard work.

and an honour to be Chair of the
organisation and to be involved in all its
successes. Fortunately Professor Mark
Robinson of Newcastle University, who
some of you will know from his work at
the Rail Ale Festivals, has agreed to join
the Board and to be its Chair. I wish him
every success and I am sure you will give
him all the support you have given me.

This is my last Chairman’s message. I
have realised in the last few months that
I just don’t have the time to act as an
effective Chair of the Society and work
on the HLF project. I have therefore
resigned from the Society’s Board to
devote myself entirely to delivering
the HLF project. It has been a privilege

Thanks to you all.
Mike Kennedy
Chair

Message from Mark Robinson
me from the essential role I perform at
Rail Ale – providing beer tokens!

I am honoured to have been appointed
Chairman of Barrow Hill Engine Shed
Society. I am looking forward to
supporting the team in maintaining the
historical significance of the Roundhouse.

I hope to be an objective Chairman
providing support with as little
interference as possible to a team that
have demonstrated their commendable
ability. As I grow into the role I intend
to explore funding opportunities and to
promote Barrow Hill internationally.

I have been involved commercially with
Barrow Hill in respect of my “day job”
as Professor of Rail Systems Engineering
at Newcastle University and Director of
NewRail, the largest university-based rail
research centre in Europe.

I look forward to meeting you soon.
Mark Robinson

Since 1997 my family and I have
supported the fantastic events organised
at Barrow Hill. Some of you will know
5

ROUNDHOUSE NEWS
CLASS 40 ANDANIA TAKES TO THE RAILS AFTER 30 YEARS
Class 40213 Andania, for so long part
of the scene on shed at Barrow Hill
has temporarily departed to visit other
heritage railways where, after such a
long time out of service, it will be a big
attraction for haulage fans.

So another loco, Class 37 37275 had the
honour of hauling the loco on its first main
line trip since the 1980s.
Withdrawn from Longsight Depot in 1984,
the loco was saved from the scrap man
by the late Trevor Dean who took it to
the South Yorks Railway at Meadowhall,
Sheffield. When this closed down, it was
moved to the Midland Railway Centre at
Butterley, before coming to Barrow Hill in
2002. Following Trevor’s untimely death,
Shaun took over ownership of Andania and
completed the work of restoring the loco.

On Friday 11th March 2016, after 14 years
of restoration work by Shaun Wright and
his team of helpers, Andania left Barrow
Hill for RVEL at Derby for a final paint
job. Although capable of running under its
own power it did not have the necessary
safety equipment fitted, ie TPWS, OTMR.

Class 37 37254 hauling Class 40 D313 Andania on the main line
for the first time since 1984, en route to RVEL in Derby.
6

Andania is fired up, ready for the off.

D213 Andania is propelled down the Goods Line after coming off
the Shed arrival line by Class 37 37254, driven by Robin Prince MBE.
Photos: Dave Darwin
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ROUNDHOUSE NEWS continued...
Bee Happy Sessions filming at Barrow
Hill Roundhouse...
A new online music channel created
by Bee Happy Media Video Production
Company launched in June 2016. It
supports up and coming music artists
creating cinematic live acoustic videos in
unique and quirky locations around the
UK.
The first video in the series was filmed
in a carriage at the Roundhouse in May
2016 featuring Mark Elliott, an upcoming
singer songwriter hailing from Leicester.
Mark’s recording of Drink to Thunk
performed at the Roundhouse and
recorded by Bee Happy Sessions can now
be seen on You Tube.

On 3rd May 68018 Vigilant and 68019 Brutus
delivered the Scottish Railway Preservation
Society’s Class 37 37403 Isle of Mull to the depot
for further attention. Once work is complete,
37403 will be going on hire to DRS.
Photo: Ian Beardsley
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A DRS train being formed at
Barrow Hill on 21st July 2016.
Photo: Dale Holford

Mike Jacobs and his group, Pioneer Diesel Locomotive
Group, have been running two of their locomotives at events
and 45060 has been used on The Polar Express. A lot of
work goes in to keeping these engines running and looking
pristine. 12th May saw 33035 depart with an unusual train
consisting of 66735, D9002, 55019 and 33035 at the rear.
Mike and his workers were still putting on decals and doing
finishing touches right up until the engine left the shed to
join the train bound for Severn Valley Railway for a diesel
gala where it ran perfectly and proved to be very popular.
Photos: Dale Holford
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ROUNDHOUSE NEWS

The British Pullman made a return visit to Barrow Hill on 27th April for fresh water and disposal of
rubbish. After dropping off its passengers at Chesterfield station for an excursion to Chatsworth,
67006 arrived on the main line connection to be shunt released by HNRC engine 08685 with Dave
Darwin at the controls. Barrow Hill volunteers Mick Stokeley and Bill Newton did the watering of the
beautiful Pullman coaches in some awful weather.
Photo: Dale Holford

AC Electric Group’s engines 86235 and 86701 being
loaded and waiting for transport to Bulgaria via Hull
Docks on 30th March 2016. Photo: Dale Holford
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West Coast Railways Class
47 47760 arrived at Barrow Hill on
28th April to pick up Class 37 37669 after the
completion of the installation of ERTMS equipment by
Vosloh and Hitachi, another example of some of the important
commercial work being undertaken on the site.
Photo: Dale Holford

Vulcan, one of Barrow Hill’s regular work horses, departs for a stint at Beamish Museum. This time one of the
hauliers was John Antell. He used to move engines at Barrow Hill for many years along with his brother David
and his Tractor Dreadnought. A real character. Now aged 70 he said to me ‘I tried retirement, I lasted a bloomin
month’. Instead of being in charge he now takes orders from somebody 20 years his junior. After watching
him work you would never guess his age, he worked as hard as a lad in his prime with a smile on his face. It
brought back many great memories I and many other people have from his days with Dreadnought.
Photo: Dale Holford
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ROUNDHOUSE EVENTS
RAIL ALE 2016
Rail Ale celebrated its 15th birthday in
great style as 6,500 people flocked to the
Roundhouse to join the party! This year
the Festival took place over three full
days. We had over 300 beers and ciders
on offer, making it our biggest Rail Ale yet.

once again allowed the Bombardier bus
to visit Rail Ale and it looked fantastic in
its usual spot by the entrance.

Thursday is now a full day session and is
showing a growing popularity with beer
drinkers wanting to make the most of the
selection of beers and ciders on offer. We
were also delighted to welcome Roger
Protz, the well known beer critic, as our
guest speaker at a ticket-only VIP lunch
which kicked off proceedings at this year’s
event.

Thanks must also go to all the ticket
outlets for their support of this year’s
event and CAMRA with many members
from near and far helping again this year.
We were entertained throughout the
three days by a wide variety of music
from New Orleans Heat Jazz Band and
Ashover Brass Band in the Marquee to
The Shaydes, Redwood, Facsimile and
Doc Marten & the Ill Fitting Suits on the
Main Stage, with invited guests courtesy
of Shaun Bryne entertaining us with
acoustic sessions in between. Pecket 2000
ably performed duties on the Rail Ale
steam train on Friday and Saturday and
the brake vans in the platform were a
popular meeting point too.

Many of our sponsors, as well as brewers,
publicans and suppliers to the trade
visited the event during the afternoon
and evening. Many of them took part in
the tasting panels that decided this year’s
Beer of the Festival, which was awarded
to Shiny Brewery’s Affinity.
Once again there is a big list of thank
yous. The first and biggest thank you
goes to all the volunteers without whom
this event simply couldn’t take place.
Whether behind the bars, on the gate or
in the cafe, emptying bins or sweeping up
the deluge of water from a sudden storm
that at one point threatened to flood the
token table, everyone’s contribution is
gratefully acknowledged.

The 15th birthday celebrations also gave
us a chance to have a nostalgic look back
at just how far the festival has come
since its first outing on 31st May and
1st June 2002. Taking a look back at the
very first programme (a double-sided
sheet of A4!) there were 60 ales on offer
from 18 breweries from as far afield as
Scotland, Norfolk, Somerset and Devon
as well as closer to home from Derby
and Chesterfield. Sadly some of the
breweries have passed into folklore but
several had their beers at Rail Ale this
year. Many beers were re-named specially

Another thank you goes to this year’s
main sponsors – Fuller’s, Everards and
Batemans – and the supporting sponsors
– Cornish Orchards, Marstons, Navigation
Brewery, Oakham Ales, Timothy Taylor’s
and Titanic. The Wells & Young’s team
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for that first Festival: Hop on a Train,
Railway Sleeper, Firebox, Roundhouse
Bitter, Railway Porter, Whistle Stop and
Double Header are just some of the
names to be found in the programme.
There was cider too and clearly there
is longevity in cider production as the
suppliers to the 2002 Festival are all still
going strong!
What is fascinating – and perhaps goes
to prove that if you’ve got a good thing
then don’t mess with it – is how little
Rail Ale has actually changed. That first
Rail Ale, which took place on a Friday
evening and all day Saturday, offered
plenty of interesting ales and ciders, a
commemorative glass, live music, good
food, the obligatory free bus service and
a discount for CAMRA members. And it
even had the same marketing – “the most
atmospheric beer festival of the year”. It’s
just the scale that’s changed!

After working the last shuttle train at Rail
Ale 2016 on the Saturday Peckett 2000
was withdrawn from service for a ten year
overhaul. We hope to have the loco back in
all its glory very soon!

SOCIAL EVENING UPDATES

The remaining presentations for 2016 are:

In anticipation of the closure of the
Roundhouse as the HLF funded building
works get underway, our monthly
Thursday Social Evenings have now
moved to their new temporary venue
at the Hollingwood Hub, next to the
Chesterfield Canal and just a short
distance from the Roundhouse.

15th September 2016
GB Productions - Steaming Through Britain

Don’t forget to put the dates for
Rail Ale 2017 in the diary. They
are Thursday 18th, Friday 19th
and Saturday 20th May.

18th August 2016
John Zabernik - 125 Group Preserving
The High Speed Train

20th October 2016
Gavin Lake - Travels With A 645
17th November 2016
Les Nixon - From The West Riding To
South Yorkshire (And A Bit Of Derbyshire)

Start times, entry prices and talk details
remain unchanged.
Parking is available at Hollingwood Hub.

15th December 2016
Christmas Social

Don’t forget to keep an eye on the Barrow Hill website and on our Facebook
and Twitter pages for detailed and up-to-date information on our exciting plans
for the 2017 events and, of course, our ever popular Social Evenings.
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DAVE DARWIN REMEMBERS...

From Steam Shed to Diesel Depot

With the demise of steam
locos, many of the sheds that
serviced and maintained them
were closed and stood derelict or,
worse, were razed to the ground.
Some were more fortunate. My
home shed, Barrow Hill 41E,
was one that changed over from
servicing steam locos to become
a diesel depot (BH).
In some ways, although after October 1965
diesels were the staple motive power, the
method of working was very similar to
steam days when a crew would book on,
prep their loco, work a train, come back
with a train, put the engine back on shed,
job done. When diesels took over it was
much the same. Prepare loco to work to a
certain point, return, put the engine back on
shed, where it would be fuelled up, perhaps
only wanting 100 gallons, checked over and
ready to go again. Locomotive running back
and forth to shed was just like steam days.
Of course we know this changed over the
next few years, with locos left on trains
in sidings and not visiting depots so often.
Today they hardly ever visit depots: a bit like
modern motor cars they go a lot further
without attention than they used to.
To cater for the diesels, Barrow Hill shed
had some alterations and improvements
made. Some of the pits, mainly the long
corner pits, were cleared of years of steam
loco oil and grime and fitted with lighting.
Lubricant oil tanks and coolant tanks were
fitted with pipes to the pits and supply
pumps as well as fuelling. Outside, two
large fuel tanks were erected and a fuel
point provided outside. Locos coming on
shed went on the fuel point line to be filled
up and examined by the fitting staff.

After receiving attention, if it needed any
repairs, the loco would be taken into the
shed and turned off onto a vacant pit. The
shed crew – consisting of a driver and
second man – had a very busy job. Thirty
or forty locos might be on shed ranging
from shunters (03s and 08s) to Class 20s,
24/25s, 31s, 37s and 47s, with 45s and 46s
visiting. Later the Class 56s and 58s came
along. The shed crew did six hours on a
shed shunt without a break, climbing up and
down loco steps, changing points, setting
the loco on the turntable. Sometimes, after
a particularly busy time, we would say it
was easier in steam days, but nobody really
wanted those days back.
The fitting staff were all ex-steam fitters
and, like drivers, took to the new traction
like ducks to water. They went on courses
to learn all about the new type of motive
power. With it all being new to them and
with new types of loco coming along, it was
a constant learning curve for all concerned.
It was always said that the most
knowledgeable drivers and fitters were
the ones that had the most loco failures.
Failures were not uncommon, worst of all
when on the main line, stopping the job so
you made sure you knew where to look the
next time it happened.
There was nothing worse than being hauled
back to the shed, the fitter or electrician
going into the engine room, coming out
a few minutes later to press the start
button and the loco firing up straight
away and running. The drivers would ask
what had been done and the fitter would
nonchalantly reply “Oh just reset this circuit
breaker,” or “Done this,” as if he’d been
doing it for years.
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Barrow Hill was a servicing shed and
undertook small repairs as well as loco
examinations at set engine hours. Brake
blocks would be changed, sanders made
to work, windscreen wiper blades
changed and other faults booked by the
driver. For any major repairs and big
exams the locos would go to Toton or
Tinsley, hauled if necessary.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Ever since the days of Rocket certain
locos have been bestowed with a name.
Famous people, race horses, literary
figures and many more and the practice
still carries on today.
Some of Tinsley’s large fleet of
locomotives had very official looking
nameplates. One Class 47 loco was
named Kenny Cockbird 41E.

Barrow Hill was a freight depot and the
locos worked on poor railhead conditions
in colliery yards and on branch lines, using
a lot of sand as a consequence. The sand
boxes always needed filling when coming
on shed. In steam days and early diesel
days this was the fireman’s (later driver’s
assistant) job but the fitting staff decided
it was to be their job. Sand came in bags
ready for use, unlike in steam days when
it came in wet and had to be dried and
riddled. A sand hopper was erected, filled
by a bulk road transport tanker and the
loco sand boxes were filled by a flexible
pipe operated by the fitter’s mate, much
to the disdain of the driver’s assistant.
But they had the last laugh as the plant
was not a success because the sand got
damp and clogged the pipe. The hopper
eventually became a water tank.

Kenny’s real name was Kenny Rotherham.
Kenny had been a fitter at Barrow Hill
and, on its closure as a Diesel Service
Depot, along with the other fitters Kenny
had transferred to Tinsley where he
became a popular member of staff.
Phil Hodgkiss, a fitter here at Barrow Hill
today with HNRC, was instrumental in
this naming and spent many hours of his
own time making the name plates.
In 2006, after an extensive overhaul at
Barrow Hill, Peckett 2000 briefly carried
the name Mervyn. Coming right up-todate in September 2015 Class 68 68003
Astute made its first visit to Barrow Hill.

In 1965 shortly after steam finished the
coaling stage was demolished. The rubble
was put in the nearby ash pit to level it
off. The water cranes went at the same
time. But one thing that did carry on
from steam days was the breakdown train,
a tool and re-railing coach conversion
with a riding van for the staff from the
shed’s fitters team. (Editor’s note: you can
read more about the breakdown train in
Newsletter 49).
It is now over 25 years since Barrow Hill
closed its doors for the last time on 9th
February 1991 but for some time before
this the fitters had gone and the shed was
just a crew signing on point and holding
sidings for locos.

Photo: Dave Darwin
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Cab of new build Class 68. All the
controls are just to hand on the driver’s
desk from the comfortable driver’s seat
just out of sight in a central position.

answer is a little like asking an old farmer
which he likes best: his horse and cart or
his tractor. Of course he likes his tractor,
it’s there to do a job. A tractor is always
ready for work and when the work is done,
stops until it is required again. A steam loco
is like a horse; it is a living thing and wants
preparing for work and likewise when the
work is done wants bedding down.

STEAM OR DIESEL?
Being a loco man brought up on steam
locos before moving on to diesels, people
often ask me “Which do you prefer?” The

So the answer to the question is diesel. We
came on duty to do a job, to move a train
from A to B, and of course it was much
easier with a diesel loco. A quick check
over for fuel, oil and coolant, etc., then press
the start button ready for work. Anyone
coming on duty at some unearthly hour on
a cold dark winter’s morning to prepare
a steam loco for work will never forget
what an unpleasant task it was. Removing
Cab of LNWR Super “D” 0-8-0. Notice the very
oiling point corks with oily hands with only
small driver’s and fireman’s seats and the brake
the light from a smoky paraffin flare lamp,
handle high in the cab roof which could not be
perhaps under a Class 4 or 3F freight loco,
reached whilst sitting down. It was said that the
designer of this loco had a grudge against loco men! to oil the motion, scrambling up behind the
big ends, perhaps dropping a cork (although
Photos: Dave Darwin
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a wise man would have a spare in his
pocket), was no easy task.

THE BARROW HILL
SHED CAR CLUB

The fireman too had his work cut out.
There were numerous jobs requiring his
attention before the journey could start.
Checking the boiler, coal and water. Not to
mention filling the sand boxes on his loco:
what a job that was! Then making sure he
had a full complement of tools: spanners,
safety equipment, lamps, shovel, coal pick,
fire irons. Some things would be available in
the stores but more often than not it would
be “Sorry, I haven’t got that, you’ll have to
rob another loco!” So off he would go on
a trip around the shed to find the missing
equipment, tripping over things left lying
around the dim light of the smoky engine
shed. Clambering up and down locos out
of steam waiting for a wash out or repairs.
He would find a coal pick here and a shovel
there. There was no room for weaklings in
this job! One hour was allowed to prepare
a large loco such as an 8F, 45 minutes for
smaller ones, and you needed every minute.
Indeed you would often still be doing jobs
as you went off shed.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s
when car and motorcycle ownership
became more common a car club
was formed at the shed by some car
owning staff to help one another with
repairs and servicing. A collection
of equipment including a trolley jack,
axle stands, ramps and tools such as
socket sets, torque wrenches, etc.,
was purchased for members to use.
The Shed Master at the time was John
Abbott, himself a motorist. He was
very keen on the idea and made the
concrete cabin adjacent to the Drop
Pit line (still in use today as a store
for the bus people) for the storage of
the equipment.
Popular choices of car included the
Morris Minor Austin A35,Volkswagen
Beetle, Ford Anglia and Ford Prefect.
These were cars which could easily
be worked on to keep them in tip top
condition, unlike today’s cars where
the only thing you can do is change a
wheel (and that’s if they even have a
spare!).

So no thank you. The diesels were here
to stay and made a loco man’s job much
better. They must have allowed many
older drivers to keep working when steam
finished, probably suffering aches and pains
from rheumatism and arthritis after years
on steam locos. Hot on one side, cold on
the other, running tender first with the rain
and snow blowing in, getting wet through
and then drying out in the clothes you
were standing in. No wonder the drivers
in the early days had long beards; it was to
keep them warm, not because they didn’t
want to shave. To get in the nice warm cab
of a modern diesel loco worked wonders
for the old chaps. It eased their aches and
pains. Never mind the nostalgia, that’s ok
on heritage lines, we were here to do a job.
No wonder we loved them.

We had a membership card and on
production of this at some car spares
outlets like “Nancys” a small discount
could be had. The card could also be
used at a large trade only warehouse
“Hartleys”, enabling members to
make savings on a large range of
goods.
Small social events and outings were
organised. A popular one was a
treasure hunt where, having been
given clues, you drove around looking
for the treasure!
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The English Electric Class 40
Now that 40213 Andania is
up and running, it is worth a
look at what these impressive
machines were all about.

engine was a little underpowered
for the size. The 16SVT engine was
turbocharged but the charge air was not
intercooled. The same engine was used
in the later built Class 50 and the charge
was intercooled, giving an extra 700hp.

Introduced in 1958 when steam locos
still reigned supreme, they were built by
English Electric at the Vulcan Foundry in
Newton Le Willows. It is not beyond
the realms of possibility to imagine that
perhaps the works shunter steam loco
Vulcan, now based here at Barrow Hill,
moved 40213 around the works when
it was being built? Sadly the works is no
more but the legacy is carried on.

The locos were put to work on the
West Coast Main Line doing what
the LMS Pacifics and other Top Link
locos had been working, such as The
Royal Scot and other prestigious
trains between London, Liverpool and
Glasgow. Steam heat was the order of
the day during this period of time so
the Class 40s had a steam heating boiler
fitted with a water scoop to fill the
water supply tank, scooping water out
of the trough between the rails whilst
running along like the steam locos did.

199 Class 40s were built with 25 being
named after ocean liners. At 133 tons
they were heavy locomotives but on a
1-Co-Co-1 wheel arrangement gave a
very good ride. However, the 2,000hp

continued...

A Class 40 taking water
from the troughs.
Photo: Dave Darwin Collection
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Soaking up the atmosphere of Rail Ale 2016 - there were some interestingly named beers on offer too!

The Beer of the Festival was awarded to Affinity from Shiny Brewery. Roger Protz presented the award to Roy
Shorrock on behalf of Shiny. accompanied by Rail Ale organisers Kim Beresford and Alexa Stott. Photo top left:
Paul Bigland. All other photos: Andy Dowson

Picture This. . .
On 21st July 2016, 37612, 37424, 20303, 20305 and 37606 all departed for the Crewe Open Day due to
take place the following weekend. 37424 had its name plate covered over to be unveiled at the event. It is
to be named Avro Vulcan after the iconic aircraft that wowed the country on its farewell tour in 2015.
Photo: Dale Holford

A busy Rail Ale with our volunteers hard at work serving
thirsty customers. Some visitors certainly stood out from
the crowd. All photos: Paul Bigland

The English Electric Class 40 - continued...
However, instead of the fireman turning
a heaving wheel to operate it, he just
operated an air controlled control valve.

The Class soldiered on until the mid
1980s, mostly at Longsight Depot and
Healey Mills. As a driver trained on the
40s, to me they did not seem any more
powerful than the 1750hp Class 37 but
the ride was very good.

The Class 40s also worked on the East
Coast Main Line and out of Liverpool
Street to Norwich but, with the coming
of more powerful motive power in the
1970s, they were relegated to secondary
passenger and parcel work. They were
actually very suitable for working
freight trains; their heavy weight also
made them a good choice for working
unbraked mineral trains.

I only worked them towards the end of
their life and of course they were getting
a little run down by then. We worked
a Cleethorpes to Sheffield with a Class
40 and my second man spent most of
his time in the engine room trying to
persuade the boiler to keep working
and the draughts and fumes in the cab
were terrible. They had certainly seen
better days!

Their RA6 rating was a little high so it
limited their route availability. When
working into a hump shunting yard they
could not pass over the hump. Also
because of the pony wheel they could
not be used for snow plough duties.

Dave Darwin

4472 Flying Scotsman, a loco that is very much in the news at the moment
following its return to steam after a protracted overhaul, seen here arriving at
Barrow Hill in 1973 when she was the star exhibit at a BR Open Day. Might this
scene be replicated one day?
Photo: Unknown
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HISTORICAL CORNER NO. 42

The Derby Railway Technical Centre
The Midland Railway was at the
forefront of technical research
into the durability and quality
testing of materials. As early as
1841, experimentation started
in using coal as a fuel for steam
locomotives instead of coke,
which was much more expensive
and less efficient in use.

site, the beginnings of their Scientific
Research Department. One of the first
wind testing tunnels in the UK was built
here in 1935 to test the aerodynamic
effects of locomotive streamlining.
Models of locomotives in 1:24 scale were
carved from wood and then tested in
the tunnel. This led to the development
of a prototype which was to become
the Coronation Class 4-6-2 locomotives.
Further testing subsequently took
place in analysing the design of steam
locomotive smoke deflectors, as well as
roof mounted air ventilators and sliding
windows for passenger carriages. With
the development of diesel locomotives
work followed on the design and
positioning of louvered grilles and
exhaust vents. The premises of the
Scientific Research Department were
requisitioned by the War Department
from the outbreak of World War Two
and became the training school for the
railway division of the Royal Engineers.
This school operated as part of the
Melbourne Military Railway based at
nearby Chellasden. We discussed the
Melbourne Military Railway in a previous
Vignoles in the Summer 2010 Newsletter.
Today the twin buildings of the school
still exist; they are now known as Faraday
House and Hartley House.

Experiments were conducted at a depot
in Litchurch, south of Derby station.
Out of this extensive testing came
several fundamental inventions and
improvements in locomotive designs
such as the brick arch, the fire door
deflector plate and the steam blower
jet. These improvements allowed the
efficient burning of coal in locomotives
and the rest is history. In track
construction of this era, wrought iron
rails was the only option, but they were
prone to breakages and wore out very
quickly. Extensive testing began in 1870
into the use of rolled steel for rails. A
drop testing rig was installed and sample
lengths of the new steel rails were bent
double in the rig to demonstrate their
ductility and resistance to cracking.
From 1910 a textile research department
was established in Derby, with the
responsibility for testing the durability of
fabrics such as passenger seat covers and
window roller blinds. Here, abrasion tests
could be carried out using a scrubbing
machine and the accelerated fading of
various fabrics could also be studied. In
1933 the LMS established, on an adjacent

British Railways expanded the south end
of the site opposite Etches Park rolling
stock depot and construction began
in 1961 at a cost of £1.25 million. The
centrepiece was the Test Hall, which
Prince Phillip officially opened on 14th
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that it is today. Later, further experiments
took place to measure the effects of the
lateral stability of track installed with prestressed concrete sleepers and all-welded
rails. The track bed in the permanent
way testing house could be distorted
artificially by applying hydraulic rams
and winches. The deflections were then
measured by using laser beams.

May 1964. Several new office blocks for
technical staff were built adjacent to the
Test Hall, named Kelvin House, Derwent
House and Trent House.
Experimenting and testing of all kinds
took place at the RTC. The 1970s
were probably the heyday of this era
and numerous projects were going
on simultaneously. Among the minor
discoveries was a cleaning solution for
the external treatment of carriages in
automatic washing machines, which
was called “Exmover”. This was a mildly
acidic solution which was found to be
successful in removing the troublesome
brake dust from vehicles, although it did
leave a white powdery residue which
was distinctive on the “Rail Blue” painted
stock of the day. A similar solution was
used for manual cleaning applications, this
went by the name of “Wundergunge”
and could be used as an all-round general
purpose cleaner.

A dedicated laboratory was established
for testing the durability of plastic and
composite materials in all types of
railway applications, including station
buildings and rail vehicle bodies. This
included fatigue testing and examining
if the extended effects of sunlight
would weaken the material. The work
culminated in the design of plastic
assemblies which were strong enough
to be used for the fabrication of the
High Speed Train (HST) and Advanced
Passenger Train (APT) driving cabs.
A unique project undertaken at the
RTC was the construction and testing
of a “Mag-Lev” or Magnetic Levitation
guided passenger vehicle. This included
the installation of a special elevated
concrete test track within the yard. The
intended use for this vehicle was to
provide a “people mover” link between
Birmingham International station and the
nearby airport but in the event this did
not happen in this form. The vehicle itself
is now in the reserve collection of the
National Railway Museum at York.
The RTC had two outposts where long
duration and high speed testing could
be carried out. The Old Dalby test track
is located near to the town of Melton
Mowbray and has 13 miles (20.9 km) of
line, plus a spur which serves additional

The first tests for the electric welding
of rails initially took place on a half-scale
flash butt welding machine using narrow
gauge flat bottomed rails. The technique
involved passing a high voltage current
through the ends of two rails, which
were set up with a small air gap between.
With the voltage applied, an electrical
arc was produced between the two rail
ends, which were then heated to a high
temperature, thus allowing the rails to
be permanently fused together under
hydraulic pressure. This eventually led
to the production of full size rails of 60
foot length (18m) being welded together
into overall lengths of up to 600 foot
(183m). So Continuously Welded Rails
or CWR became the standard practice
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HISTORICAL CORNER NO. 42 continued...
to operate over the test section, as well
as being easily closed by possession
arrangements if inspections for condition
monitoring were required. The London
Underground shared responsibility for
one of the designs, intended for the then
proposed extension of the Piccadilly line
to Heathrow Airport. Several prototype
designs for the as yet unbuilt Channel
Tunnel were also tested. British Railways
later developed a design called “PACT”
or PAved Concrete Track as one of the
outcomes of these tests.

sidings at Asfordby. This complex is
probably the more well known of the
two, especially as this is where the
Advanced Passenger Train had its first
opportunity to stretch its legs. Sadly,
the APT never reached its full potential,
mainly due to the spiralling costs of
maintaining the very complex “tilting
train” technology, which at that time
was in its infancy. Old Dalby in particular
specialised in the study of various types
of 25kV overhead electrification. The
facility is now managed by Network Rail
under the name of the Rail Innovation
& Development Centre. The other RTC
test track of four miles (6.5 km) length
was at Mickleover, near to Stenson
Junction on the Derby to Crewe
line between Egginton Junction and
Mickleover.

The testing of locomotives out on the
main lines was also the responsibility of
Derby Research. A fleet of test vehicles
such as dynamometer cars for speed
recording and measuring of drawbar
forces over long distances were available.
For permanent way inspections, track
geometry measuring cars were kept to
serve all regions of British Railways. These
cars were fitted on the underframes
with paint spraying equipment, which
automatically marked the track where
faults had been found. This then allowed
track maintenance gangs to quickly locate
and rectify the problems.

Another location which had been
previously developed jointly with the
London & North Eastern Railway, was
the Locomotive Testing Station at Rugby.
Here, a rolling road was eventually
opened in 1948 by the Railway Executive
for the high speed testing of steam
locomotives. All the principal classes of
locomotives for the newly nationalised
railway were tested here, including
efficiency measuring, smoke monitoring,
fuel consumption and overheating of
driving wheel bearings. In the early 1970s,
another site for the evaluation of various
designs of concrete paved track was built
at Radcliffe on Trent, conveniently chosen
to be close to Derby. Here, several
sections of differing designs of pre-cast
and cast in-situ concrete track were laid
in a running line which could be switched
over from an adjacent operational
freight line. This allowed normal traffic

Probably the most disappointing project
was the one for impact testing of a new
type of sliding friction buffer stop at the
Mickleover test track. A section of siding
with the new buffer stop installed had
been specially created at the bottom of
an incline on the test track. The intention
was to release a locomotive at the top of
the line and allow it to strike the buffer,
where slow speed cameras and other
instrumentation would record the event.
Everything was ready but due to failing
light conditions it was decided to cancel
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The flask was rammed at full speed with
a Class 46 locomotive number 46 009,
which was piloted by remote control and
hauling three Mark 1 coaches.

the event until the next morning, so it
could be done in good sunlight. The test
crew duly arrived at the location the
next day, only to find that the experiment
had already been concluded! The errant
locomotive had been left at the top of
the incline but its handbrake had not
been correctly applied and it had rolled
away down the incline under the cover
of darkness. Sadly there had been nobody
in attendance at the time to record the
event for posterity. Unfortunately, the
speed of the locomotive was in excess of
the requirements and the buffer stop was
utterly destroyed, rather than just being
gently tested.

The event was screened live on national
television and fortunately the flask
escaped unscathed. Just to be on the safe
side, the flask itself was not carrying any
nuclear items but it was filled with water
at high pressure to see if any cracks or
leaks had occurred. The locomotive was
completely destroyed and the diesel
engine sheared its mounting bolts and
exited through the roof. Fortunately, the
flask itself was unscathed, apart from a
few scratches.

A more famous experiment which was a
total success was carried out at the Old
Dalby test track in 1984. This was called
“Operation Smash Hit” and involved the
testing to destruction of a nuclear flask
and its attendant wagon, on behalf of the
Central Electricity Generating Board. This
was done by placing the flask and wagon
across the track, to simulate a derailment.

Today, the Derby site occupies 23 acres
where testing and experimentation
continues under privatised railway
companies. The names have changed but
the good work continues.
Vignoles

Class 46 46009 hits the nuclear flask at an
estimated 90mph in “Operation Smash Hit”.
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STEAM LOCOMOTIVE DEPARTMENT NOTES
In the Roundhouse work is
going very well on
Steve William’s Hunslet
Austerity loco number 68006.

the frames, the cab restoration work
is largely complete as is all the motion,
brake and lubrication work. The cladding
and lagging are now back on round the
boiler barrel and secured by the boiler
bands. The next step will be fitting the
saddle tank and then the vacuum brake
equipment.

The J94’s re-tyred wheel sets were
returned to the Roundhouse from the
SDR and following extensive work on
the horn guides and axle boxes she was
duly re-wheeled and became a rolling
chassis again in time to be shunted
out of the way ready for the annual
Roundhouse Rail Ale Festival on 17th
May.

41708 is still patiently awaiting the
day we can start work on her major
overhaul, which hopefully will not be
too long away now, and the rest of the
locomotives on display are all kept clean
and oiled on a regular basis. Midland
Compound number 1000 and Stanier
tank 42500 and several other exhibits
are on loan to the Roundhouse courtesy
of the National Railway Museum with
whom we continue to enjoy an excellent
working relationship.

With this event now out of the way
work has got fully underway again on
68006 and a new bunker has already
been fitted, the brake hanger fittings
have been riveted on to the frames
and the slide bars are being carefully
shimmed and set up ready for the
crossheads, etc., to be re-assembled.

Vulcan has had a quiet season so far in
2016. We had a list of jobs we wanted
to do on her over the winter period
ready for this season and these are now
done. At the time of writing these notes
we are awaiting the boiler inspector to
carry out the annual live steam exam
then she will be in full working order
again and with a fresh boiler certificate
she will be available for traffic as and
when required. As noted in Newslines,
Vulcan has now gone on loan to Beamish
Museum for the rest of the season.

Peckett 2000 has been available all
season but her boiler certificate has
now expired for the last time in this ten
year ticket – where does the time go?
I have given 2000 a good clean down
and “Winterised” her and we now need
to decide where we go from here – a
decision that will principally be the
owners as a ten yearly boiler overhaul
now awaits.
Andrew Whiteheads large Hawthorn
Leslie 0-4-0ST Swanscombe is now
making massive progress and is not
far away from her first moves under
steam. The boiler is secured down in

Martyn Ashworth
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19th July saw Vulcan pass its steam test under
the watchful eye of Martyn Ashworth prior to its
departure for Beamish a couple of days later.
Photo: Dale Holford

Class 20s 20168, 20303 and 20308 outside the Deltic shed. Photo: Dale Holford
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A Day in the Life of a Midland 1F
PART ONE – 41708
Barrow Hill was a Midland shed
and it was essentially a freight
shed – no express passenger
locomotives were based here
but every day the hard working
locos would go off shed and
perform their day’s duties,
returning in the evening, ready
for the next working day to
begin.

1

No class of loco sums this routine up
better than the little Midland 1F Class
of 0-6-0 tank locos, many of which were
based at the Roundhouse and operating
under the terms of the 100 year
agreement signed between the Staveley
Coal & Iron company and the Midland
Railway in 1865 (later taken over by the
LMS and then by BR).

2

Every day these locos would
be prepared by their crews
at the Roundhouse, then
they would steam out of the
depot, down the spur line,
across the Midland lines and
down in to the extensive
works rail system of
the Staveley ironworks
where they would shunt
all day, returning to the
Roundhouse at night for
disposal.

3

I recently acquired an
extensive collection of
photos of Barrow Hill
and Staveley and many of
these were taken within
30

4

the works showing the 1Fs
going about their work. With
the editor’s permission I have
entitled this “A day in the life
of a 1F” and for the first part
I have focused on Barrow Hill
survivor 41708.
I have said before about
41708 being very much
a part of the Barrow Hill
story and fabric and these
photographs explain better
than I can ever do why this is the case.
It is a bit like Dolgoch not being at the
Tayllyn Railway – unthinkable!

the copyright holder is known but the
majority are not dated or the copyright
holder is not marked. They cover mostly
the period from 1948 until the end of
steam at Barrow Hill in 1965 and were
taken at a variety of local locations or in
the shed itself.

Other 1Fs that will hopefully feature in
future articles are 41804, 41739, 41734,
41835, 41875, 41803 and 41763. The
photographs are all credited where

Photos one to three were taken by M A
King on 9th May 1964 and show 41708
busy shunting in the Devonshire area of
the works.

5

In photo three can be seen the water
tower for the Aniline shed. This area was
known as the Summit sidings and lay
close to the line from Barrow Hill station
to Bolsover and Markham pits via Hall
Lane Junction. The benzene refinery also
formed a prominent landmark at this part
of the extensive site.
6

Photos four to six were taken in the
same part of the works but on an
unknown date. Photo seven shows 41708
doing some shunting at the loco shed
in the works itself and the allocation
of industrial locos based here may well
form a separate article, along with the
Deeley tank locos and various interlopers
including some GER J69 class locos!
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7

The 1F survived but sadly the WD did
not and in fact there is only one of
these now in existence – 90733 on the
Worth Valley Railway – and even she
had to be brought back from Sweden
as SJ number 1931. 1932 was cut up in
Sweden in the 1970s “by mistake”!
Photo twelve shows 41708 sat on the
ramp up to the coaling stage at Barrow
Hill in April 1964. Presumably she
had just taken up a train load of coal
wagons to replenish the coal stage. The
brick wall is still there but the steps
are long gone. The area where 41708
sits here is now the photographers’
vantage point.

8

One day we hope to restore 41708
back to steam again. It will be an
extensive overhaul but we owe it to
this grand old lady to get perhaps one
more ten yearly cycle out of her.
Built in 1883 she is already 133 years
old so consideration has to be given
as to just how long she can realistically
be expected to go on for and my
own view is that she should be finally
retired after the next ten year working

Photo eight depicts 41708 either having
her fire cleaned or dropped at the end
of the day – the village of Barrow Hill is
clearly visible in the background here.
Photo nine, taken in glorious sunshine
depicts a rather grubby 41708 waiting for
her next turn.

9

Photos ten and
eleven show 41708
in the Roundhouse
and surrounded
by the new diesel
locos, including a
Clayton and a Brush
type 2 (now known
as a Class 31). WD
90706 keeps 41708
company.

32

spell and a working
replica built for future
generations to enjoy.

10

82045 is paving the way
for the construction of
“sensible” new build
locos for the future
and a 1F (or a batch of
1Fs) would be relatively
easy to construct using
41708 as a pattern.
For now 41708
sits patiently in the
Roundhouse where
she was based all
her working life and no doubt
reminiscing about those days,
awaiting our attentions.

11

A classic Midland loco in a working
roundhouse railway depot – both of
which are remarkable survivors.
In part two we will feature Barrow
Hill based 1F number 41804.
Martyn Ashworth

12
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VOLUNTEERS’ REPORT
Following their successful work
at the LMS Gala in the final
quarter of last year and the
very busy Branch Line Society
visit on 27th February this
year, the volunteers continued
to shine throughout this
quarter.

space. For those volunteers who haven’t
provided mugshots, please do so as soon
as possible as we’ll be hunting about with
a camera otherwise!
This will be the last time I have the
opportunity to express thanks, once
more on behalf of BHESS, to all those
volunteers who continue to turn out
every weekend and mid week to work
in and around the Roundhouse and
those who attend events to support the
Society. It really couldn’t be the unique
and wonderful asset it is without you. I
have completed my stint as Volunteer Coordinator and I’m now handing that role
over to Sandy. I hope that I’ve provided
support where you’ve needed it and I’d
like to record how much I’ve enjoyed
working with you. I look forward to
helping Sandy with her new role and
continuing my work as a volunteer.

After a quiet March, we had expected
the Barrow Hill Village Open Day on
27th February to be fairly low key –
but this didn’t turn out to be the case!
Nevertheless, our group of volunteers
handled it in their usual intrepid fashion,
even turning their hands to working in
the cafe!
The Walking Festival on 15th May didn’t
require a large volunteer turn out and
ran very smoothly, with visitors being
entertained to guided tours of the
Roundhouse site by Don Cambridge,
wearing his “Sunday best” orange suit.
The following weekend saw the annual
Rail Ale event, with Sandy Crawley
coordinating the volunteer effort. Over
the three days, the volunteers assisted
in ensuring the success of the event,
including helping with clearing the results
of the heavy rainfall during the weekend!

Paul Millington

Firstly, I would like to thank Paul for all
the hard work he has done in the past as
Volunteer Coordinator for BHESS and
also for the support he has given me
whilst I settled into the role of Assistant
Volunteer Coordinator over the last few
months.

We finally managed to get the results
of the ‘Rule Book’ assessment papers
submitted by volunteers sent out; thank
you for your patience! The long awaited
ID cards have been manufactured for
those volunteers who have provided
photos, and lanyards bearing the Barrow
Hill logo are now available. So it shouldn’t
be long before we start to distribute
them along with the ID cards - watch this

My thanks also go to all the volunteers
who have helped out on 27th February,
9th April, 15th May and during the Rail
Ale event; your hard work ensured the
success of all the events and it was a
great working with and getting to know
you all.
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As Paul has mentioned, thank you to
all those who have handed in their
“Rule Book” assessments and for their
patience in waiting for their results.
There are still some outstanding
assessments to come in and I’m afraid
I will be chasing them up! So please
submit your assessments as soon
as possible - if you’ve mislaid your
assessment form let me know and I will
get another one out to you or we can
meet informally at the Roundhouse and
complete it there.

It’s likely that work will be available for the
volunteers to do on the site even during
those occasions when the Roundhouse
will be closed to the general public. We are
currently in discussion devising a means
of keeping both members and volunteers
up to date as to progress throughout the
forthcoming year.
Should anyone be interested in joining our
friendly team and becoming a volunteer,
has any questions about volunteering, or
would like a copy of any of the documents
referred to above, please contact me
or Paul, preferably via the usual email
address volunteers@barrowhill.org.
uk. Alternatively, pop along to the
Roundhouse on any weekend and have a
word with the volunteers there; they’d be
delighted to hear from you.

Also if you haven’t already handed in
your photo for your ID card please do
so as soon as possible; otherwise we will
be roaming the Roundhouse to catch
you for your mugshot so that we can get
everyone issued with their ID cards and
lanyards.

Thank you once again for the great work
you have done to date and I look forward
to working with you all. If anyone has any
concerns regarding their volunteering
please get in touch with me; I may not
know the answer but I will find out for
you.
Sandy Crawley

It is certainly going to be an exciting
time over the next few years as we
embark on the work that can now be
done in and around the Roundhouse
thanks to the success of the HLF
bid. This will include opening up
opportunities for volunteering to bring
the heritage of the site to life with ‘live’
roles as part of the new interpretation
layers - some costumed and involving
guided tours and demonstrations. To
this end it is planned to offer volunteers
who are interested in taking up any
of these new roles a range of training
opportunities to give them ongoing
support and to develop new skills. If
anyone is interested in participating
in any of these exciting developments
please get in touch with me or Paul or
any member of the Committee.

A big thank you goes to our
regular contributors for their
efforts with pen and paper
or keyboard and mouse.
WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO
HEAR STORIES FROM OTHER
CONTRIBUTORS. WE KNOW THERE
MUST BE MANY OUT THERE!
Please get in touch with Alexa Stott by post:
Barrow Hill Roundhouse, Campbell Drive,
Barrow Hill, Chesterfield, Derbyshire S43 2PR.
Or email: alexa@alexastott.com
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MONEY MATTERS
The Shop staff rota is working well and
I am pleased to report that the shop
has been open on all Saturdays and
Sundays so far this year, so thank you to
all who volunteer, even with the added
work load of charging our new modest
admission fees of £1 for adults (half a
lottery ticket!) and 50p for children.

EVENTS
In May, we held our only major event
of 2016 which was the annual Rail Ale
beer festival. This was again a major
success and boosted our funds nicely.
Unbelievably, this was the 15th festival!
It was good to see the Thursday session
growing in popularity. This is the best
time for sampling specific beers as they
have not had chance to sell out.

We held off charging for admission for
many years but have reluctantly had
to introduce these charges and hope
that they are viewed as cheap for what
we offer and that visitors will not be
deterred by them.

We were very busy on Friday and even
more so on Saturday, when we again had
to close to non-ticket holders in the
afternoon due to having reached capacity.
The message is clear: if you want to get
in from mid-afternoon to tea time on
Saturday, buy a ticket in advance!

With the HLF building works likely to
start soon and no more public events to
be held this year, I have held off ordering
much new stock for the shop. The
biggest addition to the shop stock since
the last Newsletter has been some more
good quality second hand books.

Thanks to Lynda Parish who collected
donations on the gate for Ashgate
Hospice, our favourite local charity,
on the Saturday, and thanks to all who
contributed. An amazing £731.38 was
donated by visitors, and Barrow Hill
added its own donation to bring the
total to £1,000.

Thank you to Barrow Hill member John
Whelpton of Dronfield, a former Barrow
Hill fireman, who has donated some
excellent second hand books for us to
sell, many of which feature the LMS and
include numerous Bradford Barton titles.

SHOP! AND CAFÉ
Both departments continue to trade at
weekends and usually at the monthly
Social Evenings and were doing brisk
business at the beer festival. As a
result of the Heritage Lottery Fund
(HLF) grant, both can look forward to
improved new facilities and a bright
future, helping to raise funds to keep us
going.

There are so many that I have had to
dedicate another shelf to them. Come
and have a browse, first come, first
served!
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ACCOUNTS, ANNUAL
RETURNS AND AGM

Class 03 03066 outside the signal box.
Photo: Dale Holford

I explained the latest Barrow
Hill Engine Shed Society
(BHESS) accounts (for the
year ended 31st December
2014) at the AGM on 15th
May to all members present.
Work continues on the 2015
accounts for both companies
(BHESS and Barrow
Hill Limited, our trading
subsidiary) with a view to
submitting them to Forrester
Boyd, our reporting
accountants, in time for
them to do their work and
meet the Companies’ House
deadline of 30th September.
Annual Returns for both
companies have been
submitted to Companies’
House.
We are looking forward to
getting started on the HLF
project and trust that the
improvements will encourage
more visitors to Barrow Hill
whilst maintaining its unique
atmosphere – exciting times
lie ahead!
Nigel Atkinson,
ACMA, CGMA
Treasurer
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AND FINALLY...
41245 AT BARROW HILL
In “And Finally” in the last
Newsletter Martyn Ashworth
shared a photograph of Ivatt
Tank 41245 taken at Barrow
Hill and asked if anyone
could shed any light on the
photograph, in particular who
the driver and guard might
have been.

which is attached to the loco is the top
of the ash handling plant on the Ash
Pit road. Behind the loco is the water
column, where it still stands today, and
from where the loco will have filled its
water tank whilst the VIPS from the
coach will have carried out their visit/
inspection of the shed perhaps?
The driver on the loco is the late
Harold Willis of Barrow Hill, who had
an extensive route knowledge of the
Sheffield area and Sheffield Midland
station where the train with its VIPs
will have started from, visiting different
locations throughout the day. Lunch
will have been taken in a quiet siding,
prepared in the coach’s kitchen.
Standing by the steps out of the coach
(incidentally when these are down the
brake is automatically applied so the

Dave Darwin, with his incredible
knowledge of the goings on at Barrow
Hill, has once again come to the rescue
with the following explanation:
The picture of Ivatt Class 2 2-6-2- Tank
41245 was taken on the Slip Road at
Barrow Hill (now removed). Behind
the loco you can see the 16 ton steel
wagons on the Coaling Stage and just
above the Divisional Managers Coach

Martyn’s photograph of
41245 which was printed in
Newsletter 50.
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41245 on a shunt at the north end of
Sheffield Midland in 1955. Note the old
style BR crest, a 19B shed plate and no
electrification stickers.
Photo: Dave Darwin

driver cannot move) stand the guard
and on his left the Station Master in full
attire, probably from Chesterfield, in
whose area Barrow Hill came under. I
would suggest that the year is 1958/9,
just after Barrow Hill came under the
Sheffield Division of the Eastern Region
and the ER management were having a
look at what they had taken over.

Valley Bay Line before it closed, 41245
moved to 72E Barnstaple Junction before
being withdrawn in December 1963 to
be cut up at Birds Newport in 1964.

The loco is quite correctly carrying a
Class “A” or Class “1” speed headlamp
code, indicating it is an officer’s special,
not stopping in section.

At Millhouses the two locos were mainly
used on station shunt duties at Sheffield
Midland, one at the north end, one at
the south end. My photograph shows
41245 on a north end shunt at Sheffield
Midland with the old style crest and no
electrification stickers but with its 19B
shed plate. This picture was taken in
1955.

130 of these Class 2 2-6-2 tanks were
built from 1946 onwards but they were
a very unusual visitor to Barrow Hill.
41245 and its sister 41246 were built
at Crewe in 1949 and were shedded at
19B Millhouses from 1950 until January
1962 when Millhouses closed. After a
spell at 82E Bristol Barrow Road where
it worked the last train on the Cheddar

As Martyn says, the picture at Barrow
Hill shows the loco with the new style
crest and electrification stickers, but no
shed plate, only the SC (self cleaning
smokebox). Perhaps it never had a 41C
plate fitted, which Millhouses became
after 1958. It is shown in the 1962 ABC
Shed Directory as being at 41C along
with 41246.
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AND FINALLY continued...

FROM NOEL MARSDEN, WASHINGTON, TYNE & WEAR
I was pleased to see that you have received an HLF grant for the Roundhouse.
I tried to visit you a few years, but it was on a week day.
You may be interested to see my photograph, taken in 1965 on a Society visit.

A CORRECTION
In the last Newsletter we
produced a list of the diesels,
electrics and gas turbines that
had visited the site since it reopened in 1998 up until 23rd
March 2016. Unfortunately
the list of Class 56s was
incorrect so, to complete the
record, here is the updated list:

CLASS 56 (17)
56312 (56003)

56081

56104

56006

56087

56113

56040

56097

56117

56301 (56045)

56098

56302 (56124)

56311 (56057)

56100

56303 (56125)

56061

56101
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A busy yard viewed from the Barrow Hill signal box.
Photo: Dale Holford

60103 Flying Scotsman at Slitting Mill on 4th June 2016
Photo: Ian Beardsley

