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From the Manager

HAVE YOU GOT A MEMORY
OF BARROW HILL IN
STEAM OR DIESEL DAYS?

Welcome to the final edition of the
Barrow Hill Newsletter for 2015.

Do you have photographs of the
depot which we could use in future
issues of the Newsletter?

The year is coming to a close but there are
some exciting prospects in store for 2016.
The lottery bid was handed in on Friday 13th
November and we should know the result
by March 2016.

Please get in touch with Alexa Stott
by post: Barrow Hill Roundhouse,
Campbell Drive, Barrow Hill,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S43 2PR.
Or email: alexa@alexastott.com

It was an excellent effort by all those
involved but particular thanks should go to
Anita Hollinshead who has done a fantastic
job of putting the bid together. If we are
successful then it will be the beginning of
another exciting phase in the life of the
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The crowds gather on a sunny September day
to view the fabulous LMS/MR line up at the
Roundhouse. Photo: Dale Holford

Roundhouse and will move us even further
up the Premier League!

help boost our annual tally.
The HLF bid, if successful, along with the
ongoing growth of the commercial side of
the business, plus the volunteer projects and
the 2016 Rail Ale Festival – and anything else
that crops up (there is usually something!) should provide us with a busy but satisfying
2016 and help Barrow Hill to continue to
grow and prosper.

Reflecting on the second half of 2015, the
September concerts (Rick Wakeman on
Friday 11th September and Paul Carrack
on Saturday 12th September) were a very
pleasant alternative to our normal events and
our fantastic LMS/Midland Railway steam gala
(on Friday 25th, Saturday 26th and Sunday
27th September) was a great spectacle
and received very good coverage in the
magazines afterwards.

Thank you to everyone who has played a part
in our success and here’s to a fabulous 2016.
Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year
to you all.

We can now look forward to our May 2016
Rail Ale Festival which will undoubtedly be a
big fund raiser for the Roundhouse and also
bring in a large number of visitors which will

Mervyn Allcock
General Manager
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
It has been a busy (sometimes
hectic!) and enjoyable year at
Barrow Hill, but they all are,
aren’t they?

Apart from all that, the main work has
been the preparation of our Round
2 Heritage Lottery Fund bid for £1m.
Following the success of our Round 1
bid we had to produce a much more
comprehensive submission setting out the
detail of our proposals.

The events are reported elsewhere, but
were probably more varied this year
than before, ranging from the one day
“Morayshire” event to the four day “Ticket
to Ride” Midland Gala. In between we had
the Diesel “Rarities”, a Classic Car Rally,
two concerts with Rick Wakeman and Paul
Carrack, and a wedding.

Most of this work was ably done by
our consultant Project Manager, Anita
Hollinshead, who led a team of specialists
to produce the detailed architectural,
interpretation and learning work. This was
reported to the Committee on a regular
basis and to the membership in our last
Newsletter.

Attendances at the two big events were
satisfactory, but we could have done with
more to justify the costs and time involved
in staging them. We shall need to think
hard about what sort of events to stage in
the future. Whilst we always want to put
on good shows we need to make money as
well to pay for improvements to the site.

The submission was finally made on Friday
November 13th, hopefully a lucky day for
Barrow Hill. We shall not hear the result
until March next year and, if successful, we
should get the go ahead in June 2016 and
work will continue until 2019.

In terms of personnel, 2015 sadly saw the
retirement of Don Cambridge from the
Committee, although his commitment to
Barrow Hill remains; he is team leader in
the Archive.

During some of this time parts of the site
and buildings will be shut for essential
works to proceed. The current thinking
is that the main disruption will take place
after the 2016 Rail Ale event until May
the following year when there will be reopening celebrations. We will publish more
details of all this in subsequent editions
when we know whether or not we have
been successful with our bid.

He was replaced on the Committee by
Paul Millington, who also acts as Volunteer
Coordinator, introducing new volunteer
policies and induction procedures to
ensure that everyone knows what they are
doing and what their responsibilities are.
He will be assisted in this work by Sandy
Crawley. Jon Pridmore has also come onto
the team to assist in ensuring the Health &
Safety of volunteers.

For now, best wishes to you all for a Happy
Christmas and a happy and successful New
Year.
Mike Kennedy
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The Heritage Lottery Fund
and Barrow Hill Roundhouse
PROJECT UPDATE
Anita Hollinshead, our HLF
Project Manager, brings us
up-to-date on the progress
of the project since the last
Newsletter.
The Round 2 Bid for the Moving Forward
Project was submitted to the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) on Friday 13th
November. We will find out if the bid was
successful in March 2016.

the Coal Board Authority and Borough
Council advised that they required us to
identify any shallow coal workings on site
that would impact upon the construction
of the new entrance building. In October,
we commissioned borehole works which
would establish the situation. Happily, no
shallow coal workings were found and we
were able to reassure HLF that there was
no risk to the project in this regard.
Anita Hollinshead

The overall purpose of the project has
not altered since our Round 1 application
but the work the project team has
undertaken over the last year, coupled with
the feedback we got from the Heritage
Lottery Fund when we met with them
in October, has led to some additional
activities being included in the project.
These include: a Community Archaeology
Project focusing on the site of East and
West Railway Terraces which were adjacent
to the Roundhouse and demolished
around 1970, transforming the redundant
workshop space in the Roundhouse into
an engineering conservation and training
workshop and refurbishing the office
in the Roundhouse to provide office
accommodation for the new Project
Manager and Learning & Access Officer
when they are appointed.

So that’s it for now: the hard working
team can take a well-earned breather!
However, the fundraising for the Moving
Forward Project continues. The HLF has
made it clear that it considers sustainable
fundraising a key part of the project as it
moves forward. If you would like to be a
part of the next chapter in the story of
the Roundhouse, please take a look at our
fundraising page on the Barrow Hill website
or email Alexa Stott at alexa@alexastott.
com. Thank you for your support.

In September Chesterfield Borough Council
awarded full planning permission for the
project proposals including listed building
consent. During the planning process

Now it’s all fingers crossed for a positive
result in March 2016!
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HEADLINE NEWS
In early September we
discovered some issues with the
heart of the Roundhouse, the
turntable.
So in November Victoria Fabrications
commenced the vital repairs, initially
dealing with a fault on one of the support
wheels which runs along the outer rail in
the turntable pit.
They then levelled the turntable to stop
any loco wheels catching the raised rail
as they enter the turntable. However, in
doing this, some further small issues have
been identified which will need to be dealt
with. Work is continuing but the table will
be running smoothly well before the 2016
Rail Ale event in May.

In late October, long term resident and a
familiar sight at the side of the Roundhouse,
Manning Wardle The Welshman left by lorry to
go to its new home at the Foxfield Railway.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock
On 15th September Alma Rail used the site
to test some new re-railing equipment that
they had just acquired. They also trained
personnel in the competent use of the
equipment.
Photo: Dale Holford

The team from Victoria
Fabrications inspect the
turntable mechanism.
Photo: Dale Holford
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On 2nd November 2015 50007 arrived at Barrow Hill to drop off a
Colas Class 37 37175. Not in itself that remarkable for a depot used
to locos coming and going every day. However, this was a noteworthy
event as 50 007 was the first ever Class 50 to visit Barrow Hill in
1999, in the early years of preservation.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

On 18th November 31601, 45060, 33103 and
47701 departed Barrow Hill in convoy, having
picked up 45060, and headed for the Dartmoor
Railway where they will be working on the
popular Polar Express Christmas specials.
Photo: Dale Holford
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NEWSLINES

The recently renamed Belmond Pullman (previously known as the Orient Express) once again used Barrow
Hill’s excellent services to water and service their coaches on 30th September. Arriving at 1.00pm, 67016
and 67005 Queens Messenger top and tailed the consist. Volunteers Mick Stokeley and Lol Dormer helped
to water the set. The train departed at 4.30pm to pick up its passengers, who had enjoyed a glorious day
at Chatsworth House, from Chesterfield railway station.
Photos: Dale Holford
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EVENTS UPDATE
BARROW HILL ROUNDHOUSE
AND ENGINE SHED
CONCERTS PRESENT….

Suffice it to say that our expectations were
met and exceeded!

Rick Wakeman & The English
Rock Ensemble on Friday 11th
September 2015 and Paul
Carrack in Concert on Saturday
12th September 2015.

Once again this hidden corner of
Derbyshire rocked with fantastic music
from some of the world’s most talented
musicians. The audiences on both nights
were unanimous in their praise both on
the night and in the days following by email,
letter and through their ‘tweets’. Rick and
Paul both commented (as Jools did last
year) on what an amazing and atmospheric
venue it was and how much they had
enjoyed their night too.

Following on from the sell-out success
of Jools Holland and Mel C in the
Roundhouse last year, we were hoping to
cement our reputation as a unique music
venue with this two-night extravaganza
featuring the legendary Rick Wakeman on
Friday 11th September followed by the
multi-talented Paul Carrack on Saturday
12th September.

We will be
continuing
with this new
activity for the
Roundhouse,
having proved the
venue is perfect,
so watch this
space for the next
artist/s to make
their appearance
sometime in 2017.
Photo: Phil Tooley

Photo: Steve Hull

Photo: Steve Hull

Photo: Phil Tooley
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EVENTS UPDATE

continued...

“BARROW HILL ’65 – THE
LONDON MIDLAND REGION
STEAM GALA OF THE YEAR”
Martyn Ashworth looks
back at the highlights of our
September gala.
Well, we did it! We finally presented our
long awaited and anticipated Midland
Railway/LMS/BR steam themed gala at the
Roundhouse – and almost fifty years to the
day that steam was withdrawn from the
depot.
As the Barrow Hill Steam Manager I
certainly felt the pressure at this one – we
only had one chance to get it right! It was
well over a year in the planning and yet it
seemed to be over in an instant. I really
do hope that the visitors enjoyed it - it
was quite a spectacle and we will probably
not see the likes of it again for a very long
time, if at all, so those who came along had,
on reflection, a real treat. I really believe
that this event was as near as we are ever
likely to get in attempting to recreate
Barrow Hill shed as it was at the end of
steam in 1965.

“The Roundhouse Theatre presents”... the
movement of steam locos in and out of the
Roundhouse proved a popular draw for visitors
during the “Ticket to Ride” gala. On this
occasion with Mervyn Allcock at the controls.
Photo: Dale Holford

the loco at short notice; she was a very
popular and able substitute for 45337.

The only booked engine not to appear was
Black Five 45337 which had failed at the
North Norfolk Railway with badly leaking
super heater elements. I know that the
owning group were really looking forward
to being at the Roundhouse but such are
the vagaries of keeping LMS built steam
locos alive in 2015. Andy Booth stepped
in at the last moment and provided his
superb Lancashire & Yorkshire A class loco
as a replacement - now in its early LMS
livery and numbered 12322. Our thanks go
to Andy and also to the ELR for releasing

Other locos had been invited but were
unable to attend, for example 46201,
48151 and 46115. Unfortunately they were
unable to join us: 48151 was out of service
and 46115 was required to operate a
series of rail tours to and from London.
The GCR and the 5305LA provided locos
47406 (Jinty) and Black Five 45305 for the
event. Both locos performed superbly
well. It was a busy few weeks for the Jinty
as she had come to us by road directly
after the Llangollen September gala and
10

the week after our gala she was in action
again, this time at the GCR gala. Our
grateful thanks to the GCR, to Roger
Hibbert and to the 5305 Loco Association
for the loan of their locos. The 3F had been
to Barrow Hill before but 45305 had not
and as it turned out, she was our 100th
locomotive. This was meant to be Duchess
of Sutherland (well we did promise to top
the A4s!) but 46233 arrived just before
45305 so she became loco number 99
and to the Stanier Five fell the honour of
being our loco number 100. 45305 is a
personal favourite loco of mine so I am
not complaining. We have now had all the
locos in the care of the 5305LA (apart
from the NRM’s Class 33 diesel) at Barrow
Hill at one time or another so a big thank
you to Tom and all the group for their
support for our events and for trusting us
with their superb locomotives.

livery suits her really well. She has been to
the Roundhouse before of course but then
she was in her old red livery. Perhaps one
day we could get all four of the surviving
Jubilees together? We have had Leander
and Kolhapur at Barrow Hill but Bahamas
and Galatea remain on our wish list, as do
46100 and 46115.

Flying Pig or Mucky Duck number 43106
is a loco we had had right at the top of
our wish list for visiting locos to Barrow
Hill (along with the dub dee 90733 and Q6
63395) for a long time and in September
2015 she finally made it courtesy of the
Severn Valley Railway and the 43106 loco
owning group. Once again our grateful
thanks to both of them and to Duncan
Ballard for making this visit happen. It was
the first member of this class to be seen
at Barrow Hill since steam ended on 4th
October 1965. For the record the last
ones on shed in 1965 were 43089, 43111
and 43159.

For many I suspect that 46233 Duchess of
Sutherland was THE star of the show and,
again, she looked fantastic and performed
faultlessly. Our grateful thanks to the
Princess Royal Class Locomotive Trust
for the loan of the Duchess and to Nigel
Barber and the team who came along with
her. Was this the first member of this class
to ever be shedded at Barrow Hill? Both
46233 and 45690 arrived by rail and left by
rail - all the other locos came in by road
which meant, apart from 47406, a lot of
re-connecting of tenders and then splitting
them all down again after the event.

I had a moment on the Monday after the
gala when I was taking tools off the locos
cooling down on the Coal Road. As I
collected up all of the borrowed oil bottles,
etc. it suddenly occurred to me that fifty
years ago, almost to the day, members of
BR’s Barrow Hill staff would have been
performing the very same task. I thought
this as I walked down past the row of
Black Five, 8F and 43106. Who would have
thought that would be possible in 2015?

45690 Leander had been booked for this
event some time ago and once again our
grateful thanks go to owner Chris Beet and
family and all his support team for coming
along and taking part in our event. I would
not have been the same without her and
the consensus seems to be that the black

The 8F was another star of the show and
our grateful thanks go to Mike and Kevin
Hoskins, Chris Brooks and all their team
for providing their superb locomotive
for our event. It arrived from Ruddington
on time, was put together, steam tested
and prepared and then worked faultlessly
11

EVENTS UPDATE

continued...

throughout the whole event. The team
enjoyed themselves thoroughly and
really absorbed the whole Barrow Hill
experience and it was a pleasure to work
alongside them. After the event the
process was reversed and the following
weekend she was pulling trains at
Ruddington again.

the final fitting of the bogie. The cylinders,
etc. are all on now and the last major item
to construct and fit is, of course, the boiler,
which is underway at the LNWR Crewe
works. We wish the project well and look
forward to seeing her in steam before too
long.
I would like to thank Messrs Allelys heavy
haulage for kindly sponsoring the move
of 45551 from Llangollen to Barrow Hill.
Mortons Media, publishers of The Railway
Magazine, Heritage Railway magazine and
Rail Express not only supported the event
generally but also sponsored the moves
of 43106 to Barrow Hill from the SVR
and back so our grateful thanks go to
them as well. All our hauliers performed
extremely well and despite the number and
complexity of the moves everything arrived
and departed on time.

Sunday 27th September marked the fiftieth
anniversary of the death of the great Sir
William A Stanier, FRS and we noted the
occasion by lining up 45690 Leander, 46233
Duchess of Sutherland, Black Five 45305
and 8F 8274 across the top end of the
yard. Paul of the Leander team popped out
and came back with some small wreaths
which were placed on the smoke box
doors of all the four Stanier locos and
many photographs of the occasion were
taken by the assembled crowd. We tried
to explain to them the significance of the
occasion but we had only just realised
ourselves when Mike Hoskins mentioned
it. Those are the moments that make all the
hard work worthwhile.

The other locos in steam at the LMS event
were the ever faithful Peckett 0-6-0ST
2000 and the unique Vulcan Foundry 0-40ST Vulcan. 2000 missed its normal slot
on the Friday and this day saw the unusual
spectacle of the A class on the bottom
end of the passenger train. The boiler
inspector visited and pronounced himself
happy with the 2000 steam test on the
Friday so on Saturday and Sunday she was
back in her usual role as the bottom end
engine on the passenger shuttles and the A
class was able to take her turn at the top
end of the train. Vulcan was rostered on
demonstration freights on the spur line all
weekend.

Some months ago Kevin West of the
LMS Patriot project had contacted me
and asked the question “would you like
the Patriot for your LMS gala at Barrow
Hill”. I think it is worth pausing for a
moment and reflecting on just how far
the heritage railway world has come that
such a question can be even be posed in
the year 2015. The answer was, of course,
a resounding yes please. The Patriot team
then pulled out all the stops aided by Dave
Owen and his team at Llangollen and the
end result was a new build Patriot loco
with many major parts now attached. She
really is looking the part now. After our
event she went off by road to Tyseley for
more work to be carried out culminating in

My final thanks must go to all the footplate
staff who were all, as always, a pleasure to
work with. We have a very professional
steam crew roster at Barrow Hill and I am
proud of them all. We have never had an
12

incident or an accident with any operating
steam loco on site; we have never had a
steam loco failure and, as you can see from
the list on pages 29 and 30, we have had an
amazing array of 103 different steam locos
on site in less than eighteen years whose
ages date from 1803 to 2008. We have had
themed events for all the BR regions apart
from the Southern in that period and we
have created some remarkable cameos
on site, as recorded in this Newsletter
and in the monthly magazines, often taking
the front page as we did with The Railway
Magazine edition for October 2015. Team
work and professionalism are the keys to
this success.

heritage lines we have to get our engines
ready for the day which includes lighting
them up and oiling them up, etc. so it is
a real pleasure to book on duty and find
your loco in steam, oiled up, watered, ashed
out, coaled and ready for the off. This gives
the day crews some time for the important
things like cups of tea and breakfast!
So our Barrow Hill 50th anniversary event
is now but a memory. It was not our
largest event ever – that title probably
still has to go to our major “Rail Power”
event in 2008 – but it was our most
authentic and atmospheric and it really
did recreate that steam shed atmosphere
that those of us of a certain age remember.
More importantly, we gave the younger
generation a brief look into the past and a
glimpse of what the end of the steam age
was all about.

One feature of our major galas is the night
shift and this is a story in its own right
which we ought to tell one day. Very few
people now can even imagine working
at night in a steam shed full of locos and
especially those that are correct for the
location as we did at this event. Perhaps
Didcot and Carnforth are now the nearest
other examples. My thanks go to Paul,
Alan and Will for covering the night shift
at this year’s event. It really does make all
the difference and once again it recreates
a genuine feature of the steam age, where
loco crews book on for duty at 7.00am
as the night prep shift book off. On most

There will be no major events at Barrow
Hill in 2016 other than Rail Ale in May
but our loco maintenance and restoration
work will carry on while the HLF funded
development work takes place on the site.
However, I have just worked out that in
August 2018 it will be 70 years since the
exhibition at Chesterfield Market Place
station and thus 170 years since the death
13
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continued...

of George Stephenson. Locos on display at
this event included B1 61085, D10 62658
Prince George and a rebuilt Patriot class
loco which was then one year old plus an
LNER Beavertail carriage and many other
exhibits. If we substituted the D10 for the
D11 Director it might be possible to do
that line up again?
The Patriot loco was named Stephenson
at the 1948 event. This was LMS loco 5529
built in 1933 at Crewe. Later she became
BR number 45529. She was scrapped in
1964.
I will close now and let the photographs of
three days in late September tell the rest
of the story.

Above: Keeping an eye out on the footplate, with a smile for the waiting cameras.
Below: The Mayor of Chesterfield, Barry Bingham, and his wife the Mayoress pose alongside Duchess of
Sutherland with North East Derbyshire District Councillor Martin Thacker MBE and other guests at the VIP
Preview of “Ticket to Ride”.
Photos: Dale Holford

14

RAIL ALE 2016
Tickets are now on sale for Rail Ale 2016
which promises to be even bigger and
better than previous years as we celebrate
the 15th birthday of the most atmospheric
beer festival in the country.
Rail Ale 2016 will take place on Thursday
19th, Friday 20th and Saturday 21st May
from 12 noon to 11pm on all three days.
Please note that there will no steam train
rides or live music during the Thursday
session. Under 18s may attend the Festival
during the day but must leave the event by
5pm on each day.

HELP NEEDED!
We are looking for volunteers to help on
the three days of the Festival and also with
set up from Sunday 15th May and take
down on Sunday 22nd May.
You do not have to have any experience of
working behind a bar nor do you need to
be a CAMRA member to volunteer. We
are also looking for people with relevant
experience to act as bar managers. In
return for your time you will receive:

Ticket prices are:
Thursday

Advance
£4.00
On the day £5.00

Friday

Advance
£6.50
On the day £8.00

Saturday

Advance
£6.50
On the day £8.00

• Transport for those working the morning
shift on each day if required.
• A unique Rail Ale Festival staff t-shirt.

You can buy tickets now from www.
seetickets.com* and www.theticketfactory.
com* - follow the links on the Barrow Hill
and Rail Ale Festival websites.
*A booking fee applies.

• A beer allowance!
• Free entry on the days not worked.
• Food vouchers for those working a five
hour shift or two consecutive shifts.

WHY NOT BUY YOUR REAL ALE
LOVING FRIENDS TICKETS –
THEY WOULD MAKE A GREAT
CHRISTMAS PRESENT!

• Transport home for those working the
last shift on each day.
• Lunch and beer on take down on 22nd
May.

Tickets will be also on sale at local
outlets including Chesterfield
Tourist Information Centre from
1st March 2016.

If you would like to be part of Rail Ale
2016 please email the Rail Ale Volunteer
Coordinator Mark Burgess at volunteer@
railalefestival.com.
15
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To keep up-to-date with the
latest news and information
on Rail Ale 2016 please visit
the dedicated website www.
railalefestival.com.

17th March - P S O V - Main Line
2015
Karl Jauncey and Dave Richards return
to the Roundhouse for their annual DVD
presentation. 2015 wasn’t exactly an easy
year for steam on the national network
but there is no doubt that they will have
captured plenty of the action for this top
quality production.
7th April - Ted Hancock - The
Dore and Chinley Railway – The
Hope Valley Line
**Additional Evening**
To celebrate the publication of Ted’s
long awaited book we are pleased to
welcome him tonight to tell us the story.

MEMBERS EVENINGS 2016
All presentations are held in the
Roundhouse lecture theatre commencing
at 7.30pm and finishing around 10.00pm.
Doors open at 7.00pm. Presentations are
normally held on the third Thursday of
every month.
An extra meeting will take place on
Thursday 7th April this year. Any last
minute changes are normally advised on
our website and via our Facebook and
Twitter feeds.

21st April - Robert Pritchard
- 10 Years Plus On Platform 5
(Part 1)
Robert Pritchard presents a selection
of slides taken during his time working
for Platform 5 Publishing. Images taken
between 2003 and 2007, mostly from the
UK but with a few from abroad and also
a small selection of earlier views from
the 1980s illustrating how Robert caught
the railway bug.

Hot and cold drinks are available from
the buffet before 7.30pm and during the
interval. There is free parking on site.
Admission is normally £2.00 for members
and £3.00 for non-members. Everyone is
welcome.
21st January - Robin Mathams Dawn of Nationalisation
Images from the Percy Moseley
Collection from the years 1947, 1948
and 1949.

12th May - Roger Hallatt & Dave
Sharp - Doug Copley’s Lineside
Images
**Second Thursday of the
month**
Doug recorded the railway scene on
cine/video the length and breadth of
the country. Sadly he died in September
2008 but many of his films, complete
with his own commentary, were made
available to the Peak Rail Association so
that his marvellous work can continue to

18th February - Dave Darwin The Merry Go Round Has Stopped
Following Dave’s “Sixty Years a Locoman”
presentation in 2015 we are delighted to
welcome him back for tales, anecdotes
and pictures of his years working MGR
trains.
16

shipped from Sheffield to Sweden,
returning as rolled coil via the same
route. Seeing a freight anywhere on
the Grimsby-Immingham light railway
takes some doing but of course
jammy Doug gets one on film plus
the lamp man plus the Danish bacon
boat arriving in the dock plus two
freights passing!

be enjoyed. The programme includes:
• L.D. & E.C. High Marnham to Warsop
(mid 1980s and 1998, 33 mins, with
sound and commentary). Features
Fledborough Viaduct - High Marnham
Power Station - Tuxford - Boughton
- Boughton Brickwork Sidings Boughton Jct - Ollerton Col. - the
site of Rexco Coking Plant sidings
- Thoresby Col. - Edwinstowe - the
Clipstone Junctions triangle (and
Tally Ho! - the local Hunt appears!)
- Mansfield Concentration Sidings Welbeck Col. Jct - the Welbeck Col.
branch - Warsop Station - Warsop
Jct - Shirebrook East Jct. Sights and
sounds of numerous coal trains
worked by Classes 20, 37, 56 and 58.

16th June - Mike Eggenton - East
Coast: York to The North –
London to Scotland
Following Mike’s excellent presentation
in 2015, which was billed as London to
Scotland, there was so much material
that only York was reached before boiler
pressure was under the red line! Now
with a full head of steam and the safety
valves about to lift we are ready for the
off. Mainly BR steam but some diesel and
electric traction too. How far north will
we get? Come along and find out.

• Port of Immingham (2001, 21 mins,
with sound and commentary).
Depicts shipping and rail traffic
serving the docks, the foreign ore
and coal terminals and the oil
refineries at Killingholme. Tugs-aplenty of both types: Class 60s and
their floating cousins!

21st July Andy Barclay Peter Fox Collection Part 3
Andy continues trawling through the
late Peter Fox’s extensive collection of
slides. We move forward from the 1980s
into the 1990s with a selection of images
from around the UK.

• Cleethorpes to Lincoln (1985,
47 mins). This was filmed when
the Cleethorpes-Newark and
Cleethorpes-Manchester services
were loco-hauled by Class 31s but
this film also includes a lengthy
sequence around Grimsby Royal
Dock when slab steel was being

18th August - John Zabernik - 125
Group Preserving the High Speed
Train
An illustrated talk on the 125 Group’s
successful restoration of the National
Railway Museum’s prototype power car
to working order, including a brief history
of the HST, the growth of the 125 Group
and Group’s plans for the future.
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EVENTS UPDATE

continued...

15th September - GB Productions
- Steaming Through Britain
Graham Briggs and the team make
a welcome return to Barrow Hill to
present another quality DVD show of
preserved steam at work throughout
Britain, both on the main line and at
many of the country’s heritage railways.

17th November - Les Nixon From the West Riding to South
Yorkshire (and a bit of Derbyshire)
A trip with a significant old content
including of course some genuine steam.
15th December - Christmas
Social . . . Wait and see!

20th October - Gavin Lake Travels with a 645
Medium format colour slide presentation
embracing seventeen years of rail
photography from 1998 to the present
day in the UK and abroad. See the huge
change in the home railway scene since
privatisation and visit Europe to see
British heritage locomotives at work
in France, Spain, Holland, Bulgaria and
Hungary.

Once again a big thank you to Paul
Beardsley for lining up yet another
entertaining and educational series of
presentations for us to enjoy – thank you
Paul!
Don’t forget that detailed and
up-to-date information on all the
Roundhouse events can be found
on the Barrow Hill website and on
our Facebook and Twitter pages
as they draw closer.

47701, 27066, 33103, 20301 and 37510 in a
retro line up at the Roundhouse.
Photos: Dale Holford

18

ASPECTS

A model railway - Phil Hodgkiss
This is a fictitious railway
somewhere in Northumberland
during the 1960s and early 1970s.

long with widths of 28 inches in the main,
reducing to 15 inch towards the fiddle
yard. It was designed to fit around my car
in the garage. The railway is an out and
back design with shunting facilities when I
require. I started by building some Metcalfe
card kits: the main line and country stations
and platforms were quickly followed by the
church. These were fiddly in places but well
worth it once finished.

I love the county of Northumberland and
readers who know the area might recognise
a few pieces on my model. The North
Sunderland railway ran into a small village
on the coast called Seahouses with just one
station on its journey, if you could call it that,
at North Sunderland. At some time during
its life a branch to Bamburgh was applied for
but never granted. I have based my railway
on this branch.

The return loop of the layout has been
disguised by building a tunnel over one
section. It is constructed on a wood frame
with stainless supports and covered in
plaster bandage, finally painted green and
finished with various grades and colours of
grasses. The entrance portals (from Peco)
are for double track coverage and this
can be seen at the eastern end where the
second track is still in evidence although
covered in undergrowth. My model has
single line workings due to the Beeching
cuts that took place during the late 1960s.
The whole tunnel is designed to lift out to
enable access for track cleaning as required.
Fencing is fixed over the portals and two
train spotters standing on the wrong side
of the fencing can be seen taking pictures
of the passing trains. A trespass shot as it
would be called in later years. My rendition
of Dunstanburgh Castle sits atop the tunnel
along with a few tourists and hikers.

A few years ago I was given a box of model
railway bits and pieces free of charge.
These got stored away as at the time I had
no intention of doing anything with them.
However, a year ago I thought, I wonder
exactly what was in that box so I decided to
fmd out. To my surprise it contained several
N gauge locomotives, a good selection of
freight and passenger vehicles, a few buildings
and quite a bit of track, some of which
looked as if it had never been used. You
need to know that I haven’t had anything to
do with any form of model building for 20
odd years or more so building in N gauge
would be a challenge, especially with arthritic
fingers like mine.
After a few failed attempts at building the
boards to mount the track on I gave in and
had them professionally built by “The
Goods Yard” over in the old Tuxford railway
station. They also laid the track and wired
up the points to my design and they did a
fantastic job. My main interest was going to
be the scenic side of the railway: landscape,
trees, etc. rather than just playing trains.
The whole area is “L” shaped, 6ft and 8ft

The main line station has had home made
running-in boards added along with the
traditional flower beds and a few passengers.
It is called Seahouses which can also be
seen on the Metcalfe kit signalbox, another
wonderful kit to assemble. Station Road
to the right of the station is made up from
more kits from the same range, all low relief
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shops and terrace houses. Shop names
have been changed to match some of the
buildings in Seahouses village, Trotters
bakery and The Farnes chip shop being two.
A funeral procession is turning out onto the
main street between two of the terraces.

This caravan site is very loosely based on
one that we pass at Beadnell Bay on the
B1342 road to Seahouses. Also to be seen is
the now collapsed pill box further along the
same road. This is slowly being hidden by
the ever growing grasses and hedges taking
over the land around it. A low flying light
aircraft is passing close by, having taken off
from Eshott airfield adjacent to the main A1
road, doing a pleasure flight over the area. A
small engineers yard is situated in the centre
of the layout and features a burned out
brake van (the culprits of this fire are now in
police custody), several buildings and the fuel
tank for refuelling the shunting locomotive
which is usually a Class 08.

Other buildings on the layout such as the
goods yard loading dock and cattle dock
are scratch built from scraps of card (cereal
boxes are ideal for this) and covered with
suitable stone or brick paper. The cattle
dock is fenced and gated using the same
style fencing as the rest of the layout and
finished off with three gates. The goods
shed is festooned with different items
such as barrels, sacks and pallets with staff
positioned as required; a lifting crane finishes
it off. My scenic break is a scratch built
road bridge that passes over two running
lines of the railway adjacent to the main
station platform, the lines radiating from
this forming five sidings. A simple backdrop
behind the bridge is covered in sky paper
at the moment but might be altered in
the future. The three level crossings are
simply card risers painted to match the
road surface with Peco gates added and one
having its own operating hut.

Over in the village is another Metcalfe kit,
the church which resembles the church at
Bamburgh complete with a scratch built
grave of Grace Darling and several other
grave stones.Visitors to the church are
taking photos from the pathway before
entering to see this wonderful church. One
of the buildings in the village is being adapted
to become a fine public house named “The
Black Bull” at one end of the Heatherslaw
Light Railway, a narrow gauge line that runs
through the countryside to a small hamlet
named Etal. This just requires a thatch roof
adding along with a few outside tables and
happy drinkers. Size constraints prevent me
from building any part of the narrow gauge
railway at the moment but one day that may
well change and part or all of this delightful
little line may well be seen.

Trees around the scenic section are ready
made samples purchased from my local craft
shop; they look authentic enough to be real.
I did try making them from scratch but they
just didn’t look right. Railways always had
some form of fence running alongside the
rails, a very small attempt to stop trespass
on the railway, and my railway is no different.
I used Peco again with a small section
between the station and goods yard made
from wooden coffee stirrers glued together,
painted and planted on site, followed by
shrubs and grasses growing up and over it
hiding some of my not so well fitting joins.
The few rocks that can be seen at various
points are chips from pebbles taken from the
beaches around Northumberland and the
humps and mounds in the caravan site are
sea shells covered with grasses and shrubs.

As every modeller knows, a model railway is
never finished even though it might look like
it is at some point or another and so this is
not the end of my report on something that
began with a box of free N gauge railway
accessories a few years ago. I have really
enjoyed doing the scenery, building kits and
even having a go at scratch building on this
project. It may not be everyone’s idea of a
model railway but I am enjoying it right now.
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Picture This. . .
Compound 1000 shares the
Roundhouse with an 8F, 2500
the Half Cab and Jinty - an
unprecedented LMS line up!
Photo: Fred Kerr

The Duchess leaving the ladies room!
Photo: W H Jones

The final piece of the jigsaw Butler Henderson heads back
to the Roundhouse
after the last of the
2015 events.
Photo: Dale
Holford

DAVE DARWIN REMEMBERS...

Memories Rekindled

September’s “Ticket to Ride”
gala brought back memories
of my days on steam locos
at Barrow Hill thanks to the
kindness of the crew on LMS 8F
8274. We had plenty of 8Fs here
at the Roundhouse.

The driver is carrying a Lodging Box,
sometimes known as a Grimsby Box,
where they were made. It carries the
name of its past owner, a driver here
at Barrow Hill. The brass plate says “G
McDougal STAVELEY” which is what
Barrow Hill was known as before 1958.
Geoff retired in the late 1950s. He was
nicknamed Geoff McDawdle for he never
rushed about. He was a great driver to
fire for if you didn’t mind overtime. For
young firemen wanting a good finish,
perhaps for a date with a girlfriend, he
was a bit exasperating but it made no
difference, no rush. Using just enough
steam to keep time and never working the
engine any harder than necessary made
firing for Geoff a pleasure. Sometimes
it was difficult to keep the engine quiet

During the gala, I was allowed to take
charge of the firing; putting coal on is an
art in itself but it was just like I’d never
been away (a bit like riding a bike I suppose,
you never forget). It wasn’t too difficult
a job hauling the three coaches on the
passenger shuttle service up the Springwell
Branch but nevertheless you still had to
know your stuff: when to put the boiler
water injector on, open the damper, put
the blower on a bit. And watch the smoke,
don’t let her blow off. It all came flooding
back from my last day on an 8F in 1967.
I was even allowed to have a drive, which
to a seasoned diesel driver who was never
really sorry to be off steam, I have to admit
was pretty wonderful! The sensation of
power at your command and the feel
of the locomotive you are in charge of
is something only someone brought up
on steam can understand. Wonderful
moments. Thank you chaps!
Here are the crew of Class 8F 8247 going
to their loco at the LMS Gala at Barrow
Hill in September. 8Fs were popular locos
with Barrow Hill crews but 8274 would
never have worked out of here as it was
repatriated from Turkey where it had
worked all its life.
25

(not blowing off excess steam) because he
worked the engine so lightly.

packing jacks and other equipment. The
train had Kelbus re-railing equipment slung
beneath the coach. Tilley lamps were
used for lighting for many years but later a
generator was fitted to provide power for
lighting.

The lodging box will have travelled many
miles with Geoff, both as a fireman and
driver, to places Staveley men went such as
Wellingborough, Birmingham and Heaton
Mersey but it probably didn’t carry much in
the way of food. When I knew Geoff in the
1950s he always came to work with just an
apple and two slices of Hovis and a bottle
of tea which he warmed on the loco dish
plate. No matter how many hours he was
on duty, that was all he had and then he
would walk home to Whittington. At least
his firemen didn’t go home tired and could
enjoy the thought, even if they’d missed a
date with a girl, that they would have some
extra money for the next time!

The train would go off shed when an
emergency cropped up with a complement
of six fitters and the Mechanical Foreman
in charge to organise what was to be done
when at the scene of the incident. Any
suitable loco in steam would be used with
a scratch crew cancelling another job if
necessary.
Running as a Class 1 Speed Express
Passenger or Class “A” headlamps, the
train was always given priority going to an
incident. When the job was completed it
would return to shed running under Class
“B” local passenger or 2 Speed.

THE BARROW HILL
BREAKDOWN TRAIN
Most steam sheds had a breakdown train
for dealing with local minor derailments
and other incidents. Larger sheds like
Toton and Grimesthorpe had a large
steam crane with their breakdown train
and would deal with major incidents.
The Barrow Hill train included a Gresley
Brake Corridor Coach which had been
modified to serve as a riding van for the
staff. It also had messing facilities, carrying
a supply of tinned food, biscuits, etc. for
the staff when out on a job. The shed
fitters volunteered for the breakdown train
duties. The train was looked after by the
shed’s joiner handyman, who kept the food
and drinks well stocked up. When out
on a job he looked after the needs of the
men but never bothered about the train
crew. Whether the guard who travelled in
the train ever received any refreshments
I don’t know. As well as the coach there
was a goods van in the consist for carrying

When the fitting staff were withdrawn
from Barrow Hill and it became a holding
sidings and signing on point for train crews,
the breakdown train was withdrawn and its
duties covered by Tinsley.

A STEAM POWERED COAL
PUSHER
The steam emitting from the rear of
the tender of Duchess of Sutherland is
from the coal pusher being operated by
the fireman. This device, when turned
on, pushes coal in the tender coal space
forward to the shovelling plate, saving him
having to rake it forward.
The Duchesses worked through from
Crewe to Perth with one crew and most
of the 9 tons of coal in the tender would
be used.
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That’s some steam leak! But Dave can tell us what is really going on.
Photo: Dave Darwin

Not many classes of locomotive had this
facility fitted. The BR Standard pacific
Duke of Gloucester comes to mind as one
that did.

cleaners were set to work filling the sand
boxes but two were told to fill the firebox.
Glad of the chance to gain experience with
the firing shovel, they set to. The loco had
two shovels, as was usual on a Garratt –
not in case you lost or broke one but so
the driver could help with the firing when
the going got tough. The lads got stuck in
and over two tons of coal was soon in the
very deep firebox. The fireman had a look
and advised “You can get some more in
lads, it will eat it when we get going.”

A BEYER GARRATT TALE – A
TRUE STORY
The coal burning capacity of the 33
Garratts in service in the 1940s and early
1950s was legendary. Barrow Hill crews
were well aware of this and on occasions
would find themselves on one.
One morning a crew booked on for a
Toton turn and had a Garratt rostered to
them, which they had to prepare before
going off shed to the Up Sidings to pick up
their train. The loco was on the Outside
Preparing Pit, being much too long to be
in the shed. As usual some of the cleaners
on duty – always looking for a reason for
getting away from cleaning locos – asked
the fireman if he wanted any help. Being an
old hand, he gladly accepted. Some of the

The loco left the shed with a box full of
coal and proceeded to the sidings and
coupled on to the train. The guard said
“That’s it, driver, 66 on, full load, right
away to Toton.” Just as they were about
to leave a driver who had just transferred
to Barrow Hill from the Lancashire &
Yorkshire shed at Wakefield asked if he
could ride with them to Toton to learn the
road, which of course was readily agreed.
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Barrow Hill Shed Yard 1955. On the left is 18D 48164 standing on what was then known as the Brake
Siding. Today it is the running line to the Roundhouse Halt platform. Next to it is Toton 18A 48370
on what was the Van Road with the breakdown train behind. In front is the point lever and hold over
treadle for the points to the Outside Preparing Pit where Beyer Garratt 47925 of Hasland stands as in
Dave’s story.
Photo: Dave Darwin

This ex-L&Y man said “I’ve heard all about
these locos; it’s all rubbish, they only want
firing properly. Let me have a go.” The
fireman agreed and off they set. The exL&Y man clearly fancied himself with the
shovel and was soon sprinkling a bit on
which he kept doing all the way to the top
of the bank at Morton. “There,” he said,
“nothing to it!”

The old driver, sucking on his pipe, who
had not said much until this point now
spoke “Mate, if it had been left to you and
your fancy ideas, we wouldn’t have had any
fire left at Chesterfield. It’s thanks to those
cleaners at the shed that filled the box that
got us here, not your fancy L&Y methods.”
Nothing more was said!

A Hasland Beyer Garratt heads for home with a long train of iron ore empties on a York-Clay Cross
working. The train is seen between Killamarsh and Eckington on the Old Road. The semaphore signal
next to approximately the 10th wagon on the train is the Distant Signal for Eckington which must have
been a fair pull for the signalman. It was later changed to a colour light. The hill on the left is now
covered in housing complete with a Morrisons supermarket.
Photo: Dave Darwin
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STEAM LOCOMOTIVE DEPARTMENT NOTES
Barrow Hill continues to
attract a wide range of steam
locomotives to the Roundhouse,
either as residents or as visitors
for our events.

these locos were stars of the show when
we presented our Midland themed gala.
The September 2015 gala was a real treat
for all LMS fans – after all, Barrow Hill
always was a Midland shed, so here is the
line up of LMS machines that appeared at
this major event;

Recent additions bring the grand total to
103 so the number has now finally topped
the magic 100. The most recent arrivals
were all visitors to the September LMS
themed gala - most befitting as Barrow Hill
is a Midland shed and this was the 50th
anniversary of its closure to steam traction
in 1965.

1F 41708
Compound 1000
Stanier Tank 2500
Jinty 47406
Flying Pig 43106
Lancashire & Yorkshire A class 12322
Black Five 45305
8F 8274
Jubilee 45690 Leander
46233 Duchess of Sutherland
45551 Unknown Warrior

In the Roundhouse work is going very well
on Steve William’s Hunslet Austerity loco
number 68006 and on Andrew Whiteheads
HL 0-4-0ST Swanscombe. The J94’s retyred wheelsets have not yet returned to
the Roundhouse but the Peckett’s arrived
back in February 2015 and she was duly
re-wheeled and re-entered service in time
for Rail Ale 2015 on 15th May. She has
been available all season and has now had
her boiler re-certificated for the last time
in this ten year ticket – where does the
time go?

Vulcan has had a quiet season in 2015.
We had a list of jobs we wanted to do
on her over the winter period ready for
this season and only two minor tasks
now remain to be done but she is in full
working order and available for traffic
as and when required. She was also in
action at the September gala hauling the
demonstration freight train on the main
line spur line.

41708 is still patiently awaiting the day
we can start work on her major overhaul,
which hopefully will not be too long away
now and the rest of the locomotives on
display are all kept clean and oiled on a
regular basis.

EARLY LOCOMOTIVES (4)
Rocket
Furness 20
Catch Me Who Can
Puffing Billy

Midland Compound 1000 and Stanier Tank
42500 are on loan to the Roundhouse
courtesy of the National Railway Museum
with
xxxxx’.whom we continue to enjoy an
excellent
Photo: xxxxxworking relationship. Both of

INDUSTRIAL LOCOMOTIVES (13)
MW 1207 The Welshman
MW 1210 Sir Berkeley
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STEAM LOCOMOTIVE DEPARTMENT NOTES continued...
MW 1795 No 14
Peckett 1163 Whitehead
Peckett 2000
YE 2521 Clipstone
Hawthorn Leslie 2491 Henry
Hawthorn Leslie 3718 Swanscombe
HE Thomas (Brookes No. 1)
Sentinel Isebrook
HC MSC No. 70
VF 3272 Vulcan
Hudswell Clarke 1704 Nunlow

41708
42500
42700
43106
44422
45110
45231
45305
45407
45551 Unknown Warrior
45593 Kolhapur
45690 Leander
46233 Duchess of Sutherland
47298
47406
48151
48274
48773
49395
51218
52322 (1300) (12322)
58850

GWR LOCOMOTIVES (16)
813
1420
3440 City of Truro
4936 Kinlet Hall
4953 Pitchford Hall
4965 Rood Ashton Hall
5051 Drysllwyn Castle
5164
5199
5224
5553
5637
6430
7754
7822 Foxcote Manor
9600

LNWR LOCOMOTIVES (1)
1054
GNR LOCOMOTIVES (2)
251
1744

SOUTHERN LOCOMOTIVES (6)
662 Martello
30075
30096 Normandy
30587
30777 Sir Lamiel
35005 Canadian Pacific

LNER (28)
1310
1506 (62660) Butler Henderson
61264
61306
61572
61994
62005
62712 Morayshire
63601
65462

MIDLAND/LMS LOCOMOTIVES (24)
41000
41312
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65567 (8217)
68005
68006
68009
68030
68088
68846
69023
69621
60163 Tornado
60800 Green Arrow
60532 Blue Peter
60007 Sir Nigel Gresley
60008 Dwight D. Eisenhower
60009 Union of South Africa
60010 (4489) Dominion of Canada
60019 (4464) Bittern
60022 (4468) Mallard

BR STANDARD LOCOMOTIVES (8)
70000 Britannia
70013 Oliver Cromwell
71000 Duke of Gloucester
76079
78019
80135
92203
92214
LONDON TRANSPORT LOCOMOTIVES (1)
MET 1
TOTAL		

103
Martyn Ashworth

All the track from Foxlow Junction and from the Barrow
Hill Up Sidings to Seymour Junction and Oxcroft has
now been lifted. In happier days Glyn Collins captured a
66 on a charter train passing Seymour signal box.
Photo: Glyn Collins
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
October 2015 saw a huge
milestone in the work of
the Archive Team with the
completion of the first formal
archive register, first started in
2009.

Since work to formally record artefacts as
part of the museum’s collection (known as
the Accessioning process) began in earnest
in mid 2013, 1,400 items have been assessed,
described, numbered, photographed and
stored away in controlled conditions.

The Accession Register.
Photo: Graham Holland

In addition almost 500 items have been
reviewed and set aside as not meeting the
Barrow Hill Museum Collections Policy.
Museum service advice is to not save
everything, just those items that meet the
Barrow Hill criteria, that being: Barrow
Hill specific including the Roundhouse, the
village and the locality prior to BR closure
and since re-opening, LMS, Midland Railway,
Staveley Works and items that are similar in
design, nature or type that would have been
used at Barrow Hill.

following steps:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

This strict criteria should help subsequent
donors to establish whether their much
loved item would be useful to the Archives.
Remember a “refusal can often offend”.
These set aside items are now going
through a process which will follow the

Re-assess if the item should be in the
BHESS collection.
Do we know the original donor and do
they want the item returned.
Should the item be retained as part of
the educational or handling collection.
Could the item be transferred to
another museum or charity.
Or as a final resort…
Could the item be sold to raise funds
for BHESS future development.

Each accession item or artefact is
photographed and permanently marked
with its unique reference number
consisting of prefix, year and detail, eg
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“LMS The Brand” exhibition, September 2015. Photo: Graham Holland

BHESS 2014.015. The records also carry a
location, a date recorded and a source. A
photograph of each item is then logged to a
computer file for later retrieval or posting
to the web. In addition to the physical
artefacts collection Barrow Hill Archives
has a photographic archive of over 1,000
photographs. Each photograph is being
analysed to try and establish date and
origin. This work seeks to avoid copyright
issues, if publishing of them was ever to be
undertaken. Copyright ceases 70 years after
the date of the photographer’s death. It is
important when submitting photographs
therefore that these are annotated with
owner, subject and date.

you sign an Object Entry Form. Loan items
are now rarely accepted except for specific
exhibitions or for very short periods. This
is due to the paperwork required and the
work involved in regular reviews. Full size
locomotives and rolling stock are always an
exception of course.
In addition to the regular work of the Archive
team, Gala and VIP days bring the challenge
of providing an interesting and relevant
exhibition that complements the theme of
the gala using artefacts from both the main
collection and secondary or educational
collection. Exhibitions have included: LMS
The Brand, Signalling,The Permanent Way,
East Coast Giants, LMS - Men, Machines,
Magnificence, Barrow Hill Railway Village, Roy
Kitchener’s model collection,The Railwaymen
of Barrow Hill Shed, Railway Lamps, Mileposts
& Level Markers,The Streaks and A Mini
Roundhouse example courtesy of Ray Temple.

The Archive team prides itself on being
able to find an accessioned item within 2-3
minutes of the request. But don’t test them
too often please! New items continue to be
received weekly but the job is much easier
now we have established a selection criteria.

Watch this space for the next inspirational
thought that is developed into an exhibition.

With over 1,400 artefacts the Barrow Hill
Archives are filling up nicely but more
“gifted items” – within the criteria – are
always welcome. Please make sure that

Graham Holland, on behalf of the Barrow Hill
Archive Team
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VOLUNTEERS’ REPORT
As mentioned by Mike
Kennedy earlier in this
Newsletter, I am delighted
to welcome Sandy Crawley’s
recent appointment as Assistant
Volunteer Coordinator and
I look forward very much to
working with her.

volunteers remains at 76. An excellent
total of 70 have attended the Health &
Safety and Safeguarding briefing session,
which is mandatory for volunteering at
the Roundhouse and meets the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) and Arts Council
England requirements. As forecast
in the previous Newsletter, we have
also now introduced an assessment
paper for non-safety critical volunteers
concerning the basic safety rules while
working at Barrow Hill. Those rules are
defined in the document “General Safety
Requirements and Instructions” dated
November 2014 (also referred to as the
‘Rule Book’) issued to all volunteers.

Sandy’s experience of working with
volunteers in other organisations will
be a great benefit to us at Barrow Hill.
In addition to that and, judging by his
performance at the LMS Gala, her little
grandson looks like a great volunteer in
the making (perhaps 15 or so years from
now!).

A further development related to
volunteering is the planned introduction
of ID cards. In preparation, volunteers
have been requested to submit
photographs. In conjunction with our
volunteer compliance manager, Jon
Pridmore, research is under way to
confirm the method of card production.
Volunteers will be contacted again in
the very near future on the matter of
ID cards and the safety rules assessment
(results and reminders).

September for me presented the biggest
volunteering challenge since I’ve been in
the position of Volunteer Coordinator
- could we provide sufficient volunteers
to support the organisers of the two
rock concerts and would we be able
to follow it up with enough volunteers
for the massive LMS Gala over three
consecutive days, given marginally more
than just a couple of weeks between the
events? Well, I needn’t have worried!

In the meantime and again repeating
any previous plea, it would be greatly
appreciated if volunteers who have not
sent in their rules assessment paper
and/or ID photo could let me have
them as soon as possible. To reiterate,
they are mandatory requirements for
volunteering at Barrow Hill. I would also
welcome completed volunteer survey
forms from those who have not returned
them yet.

We had an absolutely fantastic response
– so much so that we received a number
of comments from our paying visitors
praising the volunteers during those
events! So, once again, many thanks to
all of the volunteers who supported us;
you did a brilliant job and you thoroughly
deserve the praise you received.
At the time of writing, the number
of members who have registered as
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On a final note, having seen relevant
papers submitted to HLF as part of
our Round 2 application, there will be
a whole new range of opportunities
for volunteering at the Roundhouse.
Should we be successful (and of course
we will!!), we should be able to offer a
greater variety of interesting roles across
a range of skills - so watch this space!

The windows that had let moisture into
the double glazed panels were taken out
and new (second hand) units were put in
their place. This didn’t turn out to be an
easy job as the screws holding the panels
in were sometimes brass, sometimes
steel, and sometimes self-tapping screws,
and as they were screwed into various
materials, they didn’t want to let go of
what they had been married to for the
last 40 or so years, especially the steel
screws screwed into aluminium. A lot of
them had to have the heads drilled off
and be dealt with in various ways when
the panels were out.

Once again, many thanks to all the
volunteers for their hard work and
dedication to BHESS; we couldn’t do it
without you. If anyone is interested in
joining our friendly team and becoming
a volunteer, or has any questions about
volunteering, or would like a copy
of any of the documents referred to
above, please contact me, preferably via
the usual email address volunteers@
barrowhill.org.uk. Alternatively, pop
along to the Roundhouse on any
weekend and have a word with the lads
and lasses there - usually to be found
maintaining the rolling stock, looking
after the permanent way, carrying out
housekeeping and tending the cafe and
shop. You never know, you might even be
lucky(?) enough to hear Don Cambridge
sing!

The floor required some attention too
so tables were removed and the lino
removed so the floor could be replaced
and then the lino put back.
The worn out seat arms were sent off to
be re-covered (after a brief exercise of
finding an industrial sewing machine and
deciding it would be cheaper to contract
out the re-covering as we only have two
carriages to do). The re-covered arms
were all placed in the aisle positions and
the reasonable arms were put in next to
the windows.
The door locks were all taken off and
sent away for refurbishment as these
were deemed “Safety Critical” (they
must all lay horizontally to show that
all doors are locked before the guard
can let the train go). The automatic
brake adjusters were also taken off and
refurbished units supplied.

Paul Millington

Don Cambridge brings us
up-to-date with some of the
volunteer activity on site since
the last Newsletter:
One of our carriage (TSO) was set
about with gusto after the Rail Ale
Festival.
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VOLUNTEERS’ REPORT continued...
The carriage was finished in time to go
out for the concerts and steam gala.
The only further work required now is
possibly painting the roof next summer.

The other carriage (BSO) has now come
into the shed for similar treatment to
the first carriage.
The Drewry shunter Harry is also
having some winter maintenance as the
compressor requires refurbishment.

The concerts and steam gala came
and went with the usual call on the
volunteers for stewarding, etc. After the
concerts we got involved with taking the
stage supports out of the turntable pit
due to the stage removal process overrunning.

The exhaust was in the same carbonised
state as the 03 so may require a new
one to be manufactured. We will see in
the next few weeks what else comes off
Harry for attention.
Don Cambridge

The new build Patriot stands proudly on
a road in a Roundhouse: the first time
this has been seen in over 50 years.
Photo: Nick Brodrick
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MONEY MATTERS
After an action packed
September, Barrow Hill is just
catching its breath and enjoying
a comparatively quieter time of
the year!

extravaganza here, especially an event
featuring a visit from a “Duchess” and a
“Patriot” under construction.

A BARROW HILL BONANZA
OF MIDLAND MAGIC!*

The cost of staging such events is
astronomical due to the fact that all
the working steam locomotives have
to be brought in by road or rail, and all
locomotive owners quite reasonably
expect a steaming fee to help with the
huge expenditure necessary to keep their
engines in working order. This means that
we cannot afford to take the risk very
often on such a grand scale. We have to
consider the effect that bad weather and
rival events could have on our projected
visitor numbers. Nowadays, it is virtually
impossible to select a weekend when there
is no competing event somewhere or other.
Balancing income and costs whilst keeping
admission prices affordable is getting more
challenging every year as costs increase.
The excellent North Yorkshire Moors
Railway held their Autumn Steam Gala over
the same weekend as our gala with TWO
visiting Southern locomotives plus their
home fleet, whilst we brought in SEVEN
locomotives to add to our two resident
industrials!

The main event of the year for our steam
fans was undoubtedly the “Ticket to Ride
– Barrow Hill ’65 London Midland Region
Steam Gala” which was the perfect way
to mark 50 years since our shed closed
to steam. After several successful LNER
galas in recent years, the LMS theme
proved popular and was appropriate to our
history. What a line-up! Back in the 1990s
when the preservation era was starting to
develop at Barrow Hill, I never envisaged
being able to witness such an impressive

In the event, we were lucky with the
weather and Fredericks’ ice cream van
did good business. (Incidentally, I was once
asked if we paid Fredericks to attend
our events. I can assure you that it is, of
course, the other way round!) We aimed to
maximise our income from the attraction
of all those visiting locomotives over the
five days from Wednesday to Sunday. The
Roundhouse was rented out to two photo
charter organisers, one on Wednesday

EVENTS
The two concerts, by Rick Wakeman and
Paul Carrack, staged on 11th and 12th of
September again proved our capability of
hosting diverse events at the Roundhouse
and were thoroughly enjoyed by all who
attended. Attendances weren’t quite
as high as we would have liked, but our
reputation for putting on excellent events
was enhanced. I was talking to a non-railway
enthusiast recently about Barrow Hill,
and he commented “Oh, you put on beer
festivals and music concerts, don’t you?” He
had not heard of our railway events! Whilst
we all love railway events, it makes good
business sense to diversify and use our
main asset, the Roundhouse, to stage any
events which will raise funds to cover the
running costs and finance improvements.
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continued...

and the other on Thursday, both extending
in to the evenings for those lovely
atmospheric shots, and the cafe was open
for business to keep the photographers fed
and watered.

EXPENDITURE AND HLF
Again, most of our spending has been
concentrated on the “Moving Forward”
project and our Heritage Lottery Fund
bid. To recap, we were awarded £96,400
to pave the way for submitting our bid for
the Phase 2 money which would fund the
majority of the project, with additional
contributions coming from the Society,
including an element of fund raising, as well
as some cash from our reserves. We have
now received all the Phase 1 invoices for
payment and I look forward to receiving
the final 10% of the grant once these have
been paid. Great credit is due to all involved
in submitting our Phase 2 bid. Many hours
have been spent on this work. We await the
decision in March. Fingers crossed!

The cafe then had three busy public days
as did the shop, which recorded its top
two days’ takings of the year on the Friday
and Saturday. We also benefitted from the
stall rentals charged to the traders in the
Roundhouse and the food outlets outside.
Donations towards our “Moving Forward”
project totalled a very welcome £880.14.
Despite our admission prices being slightly
discounted on Friday and Sunday, the best
day for visitor numbers was still Saturday.
More people preferred to pay by cash or
card on the day, although the percentage
booking in advance is increasing, no doubt
attracted by the prospect of entering the
site half an hour earlier than those paying
on the day.

We have also managed to find the funds to
repair two essential items of equipment,
namely the turntable and the Mk 2 Tourist
Second Open coach M5125. We paid over
£3,000 to have the turntable wheels and
centre bearing fettled as the table was
becoming difficult to turn. As Michael
McIntyre would say, the ability to turn is
the minimum that one would expect from a
turntable! As a result of these repairs, the
need for further work to repair a twisted
control unit was identified and the Trustees
recently sanctioned an extra £1,350 for this
purpose.

We were very efficient in dealing with the
queues, which I put down to all the practise
we have had over the years. Even on the
Saturday, the “cash” queue was cleared
within half an hour of opening. Overall
visitor numbers were good, although we
can always wish for more.
Our LMS gala was a stunning event, loved
by the public. The memories will live for a
long time, and some superb photographs
were taken too. We even made it on to the
front cover of The Railway Magazine. In the
words of one visitor “That was a good do,
that”.

Work on the TSO M5125 included repairs
to the arm rests, floors and doors and
replacement of the vacuum brake hoses.
We have had to buy the materials but we
are very grateful to our volunteers who
have again saved us a small fortune by
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completing the work themselves. The next
coach to undergo this treatment will be
our Mk 2 Brake Standard Open M9388.
The coaches need to be kept up to the
appropriate standard to give our visitors a
safe and comfortable ride.

Publishing 2016 calendars at £9 (a choice
of Steam or Modern Traction), and some
railway jigsaws of Durham and London St.
Pancras.
As a result of the new legislation requiring
supermarkets to charge for carrier bags
from 5th October we have had our very
own Eco-bags printed with our maroon
logo so you can beat the charge and buy a
Barrow Hill bag at only £4.25.

ACCOUNTS, ETC.
The 2014 annual accounts for both
companies, Barrow Hill Limited and
Barrow Hill Engine Shed Society (BHESS)
Limited, have now been inspected by our
reporting accountants, Forrester Boyd, and
filed at Companies House and The Charity
Commission (in the case of BHESS) before
the 30th September deadline. I will be
explaining the BHESS accounts at the next
AGM.

GB Productions filmed the September
steam gala and have produced an excellent
DVD featuring the seven LMS locomotives
that were in steam at that event plus 18
other LMS engines that have visited the
Roundhouse since 1998. “Barrow Hill
Roundhouse LMS 65 Gala” is a must for
LMS and Barrow Hill fans: 2 hours running
time for only £15 – affordable steam indeed!

SHOP! AND CAFÉ
Both departments have been very busy
over the summer and at the September
events.

We have re-stocked Platform 5’s “Preserved
Locomotives 16th edition” book which sells
at £16.95, ordered more of the best-selling
Rothbury greetings cards, which feature
superb railway art and sell at £1.80 each,
and added extra designs to our range of
Christmas cards from Rothbury Publishing
(packs of four cards and envelopes at £4.10
per pack, mainly railway subjects).

The cafe was subject to an unannounced
inspection by the Food Standards Agency
on the Thursday (VIP day) of the steam
gala (which I am sure was just what Bill and
Ellen needed!) and still managed to come
out with five stars, the maximum possible
food hygiene rating. Well done!

Talking of which, I would like to wish a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to
all members and friends. Let’s hope it is
another successful one for Barrow Hill!

The shop has plenty of new stock in, so
give it a try. We are open 10.30am to
3.30pm (minimum opening hours) on
both Saturdays and Sundays thanks to our
excellent team of volunteer staff. New
stock since the last issue includes the new
Barrow Hill Visitor Guide in full colour
at only £3.50, the excellent Platform 5

Nigel Atkinson, ACMA, CGMA,
Treasurer
*© Howard Turner
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HISTORICAL CORNER NO. 40

More Secret Bunkers

In the previous Vignoles we
featured the story of the Harpur
Hill munitions storage complex
and its associated railway, which
was used by the RAF in World
War Two.

unloaded of 10 tons of munitions, they had
risen up on their springs to the full unladen
height and were consequently rendered
immobile. The only solution was to reload
the munitions back into the vans and
thereby reduce the overall height again, so
that the train could be reversed back out!
The track had been built by embedding it
in a concrete roadway “tramway fashion”
so the track had to be dug up with some
difficulty and re-laid again at a lower level.

Due to a shortage of space in the
Newsletter it was not possible to expand
upon further parts of the whole story.
Firstly, as regards Harpur Hill and an
amusing anecdote. After much hard work
was expended upon the construction of
the facility, the momentous occasion of
the first train of munitions vans to enter
the storage tunnels was somewhat muted
when the vans became tightly wedged
in the tunnel. Someone at the design
stage had assumed that the trains would
comprise conventional gunpowder vans,
being a type that were used by all of the
Big Four railways.

The RAF still needed smaller subsidiary
storage facilities around the country, both
for future expansion of the war effort
and also in the event that the Harpur Hill
storage was facility was lost due to enemy
bombing. The Air Ministry approached
the Railways Executive (the war time
committee formed by the “Big Four”
railways) and asked for their assistance in
finding additional storage sites. The LMS
offered the use of two disused railway
tunnels and, following site inspections,
these were deemed suitable for munitions
storage.

These were derived originally from the
GWR “Iron Mink” vans, which had all-steel
bodies and had a low overall height of only
10’ 6.5” (3.2m) between rail and roof. In
practice, there were insufficient quantities
of these specialised vans available during
the war and conventional vans had to be
pressed into service. The overall height of
these vans were typically 11’ 10” (3.6m).
The first train comprising of the latter
type of vans duly arrived and had been
capable of entering the tunnel while fully
laden, with the suspension springs thus
compressed. Upon the vans each being

For the RAF’s purposes, these locations
were disadvantaged in that they were
no longer rail served as the respective
railways had already been closed. However,
better options could not be found in the
region. The running lines had already been
removed but the redundant track beds
provided access for road vehicles to haul
the munitions in and out of the tunnels.
One of these locations was Burbage Tunnel
(length 580 yards, 530m) which was on
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an abandoned portion of the Cromford &
High Peak Railway between the stations
of Ladmanlow and Whaley Bridge. Today
Burbage tunnel still survives but both the
portals are bricked up for safety reasons
due to the decaying state of the brickwork.
The second location was Rowthorne
Tunnel (length 929 yards, 850m) which
was south east of Chesterfield and close
to the site of Glapwell station on the
former Midland Railway Doe Lea route.
Here, there was a capacity for 5,000 tons
of munitions. One end of the tunnel was
sealed off with a brick wall and a 2’ 0”
(610mm) narrow gauge light railway ran
throughout the length. The tunnel was
eventually abandoned in 1956. Rowthorne
tunnel no longer exists today as after the
war it was damaged due to subsidence
caused by coal mining. The tunnel was
infilled with rubble and the approach
cuttings were landscaped. The line is now
a nature trail and a popular route for
ramblers and dog walkers.

with a single track, it has a restricted width
and recesses have had to be cut into the
side walls for pedestrians to safely pass.
Apart from munitions storage, there were
also logistical issues with the storage and
distribution of high octane aviation fuel.
A typical “thousand bomber” air raid to
Europe consumed 2.6 million gallons of
fuel, which required a total of 28 trains
to transport it, and another 8 trains of
munitions for every such raid. A storage
site for aviation fuel and lubricating oil
tanks was found at a disused limestone
quarry called Dove Holes in Derbyshire.
This was adjacent to the ex-LNWR station
of the same name on the Whaley Bridge to
Buxton line. Fortunately the former quarry
had once been rail served so it was a
straightforward matter to link the storage
facility with direct railway access to a
number of RAF airfields. In addition, buried
pipelines linked the facility to other storage
facilities elsewhere. The modern day
railway line still passes the site today, which
includes Dove Holes Tunnel. Leakages from
the fuel storage tanks (now long gone)
over the years had seeped into the ground
and railway maintenance workers comment
that the petrol can still be distinctly smelt
when walking through the tunnel today.

On the abandoned route of the 2’ 6”
(726mm) narrow gauge Leek & Manifold
Light Railway is Swainsby tunnel (also
known as Butterton), length 164 yards
(150m). It lies within the Staffordshire
portion of the Peak District between the
villages of Ecton and Butterton and was
built close to the stately home of Swainsby
Hall. The tunnel was brought back into
use specifically for the storage of chemical
weapons from 26th February 1941. This
new operational role was managed by staff
from the Harpur Hill facility and again road
haulage was used. Today this tunnel has a
public road running through it although,
being built to narrow gauge proportions

Hilton in South Derbyshire was a “satellite”
depot for Fauld munitions depot, the
fate of the latter being referred to in the
previous Vignoles. The depot was adjacent
to the Crewe to Derby line and extensive
sidings were provided. In the 1950s,
Hilton became a Central Vehicle Depot
and a large complex of storage sheds was
constructed to accommodate road vehicles
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for the MoD. The land comprised 280
acres (1.1 sq. km) and in 2000 an industrial
estate was built on the site.

continued...

“Starfish” was a deception plan to create
areas in open countryside where open
topped tanks of fuel could be lit at night to
represent a large fire which (it was hoped)
could be mistaken for a burning factory or
even a bombed town. Such a plan required
a complex system of logistics, including the
transporting by rail of the large quantities
of fuel required, which was a combination
of low grade coal, wood scraps and petrol
or waste oil. Other deceptions included
creating false targets as decoys, such as the
representation of railway complexes.

RAF Darley Moor was built as a subsidiary
airfield to RAF Ashbourne and became
operational in 1942. The airfield ceased
operational flights in 1945 and the site
was adapted for the storage of post-war
surplus munitions at seven sites spread
around the area. The depot was close to
the station of Norbury and Ellaston on the
North Staffordshire Railway route south of
Ashbourne. The facility eventually closed in
1954 and it is now home to a motorbike
racing circuit.

One that survives today (in name only) is
Doncaster Decoy, which is now a modern
freight yard north of the town. During
the war the location was disguised with
the intention of confusing the enemy into
thinking that it was the site of Doncaster
Locomotive Works. To look convincing for
enemy aerial photography, shunting was
performed in the sidings to re-arrange the
wagons and to represent a busy workshop.
After the war, Luftwaffe aerial photographs
were discovered with the “decoy” site
marked as a prime target so the ruse
obviously worked. The most vital factories
also had contingency plans in the event of
being badly damaged by bombing or fires
with productivity compromised as a result.

Throughout the country there were
many factories of all sizes manufacturing
infinite quantities of war equipment and
other facilities producing raw materials.
Each location was a potential target for
enemy bombing and in the early days of
the war much thought was given as to
how this could be averted. One suggestion
was that the enemy could be deceived
into thinking that “pathfinder” bombers
had already found the target and the fires
burning below indicated the position of the
intended target for the following bombers.
Aircraft navigation of the day was primitive
and based mainly on compass bearings,
together with an approximate estimate of
the distance flown, by calculating the timing
with some adjustments for wind force and
direction.

These were the “Shadow Factories” which,
although smaller than the parent site,
duplicated the facilities to some extent
and could support production in normal
conditions or, in times of need at least,
ensure that production was never entirely
halted. As early as 1937 the governmental
“Committee of Imperial Defence” had
chosen the LMS workshops in Derby to

It was therefore possible for bombers to
be several miles off course in the darkness
when there was little ground visibility
to confirm the true position. Codename
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establish a shadow factory for the design
and construction of the type A13 Cruiser
medium tank. Another part of the works
was adapted to manufacture the complete
wing assemblies for Hawker Hurricane and
Typhoon fighters together with those for
the Horsa gliders.

to the fire. The explosion caused a crater
66 feet (4.6m) deep; the station was largely
destroyed and 700 adjacent properties
were severely damaged. Although
significant, the destruction would have been
catastrophic if the whole train of wagons
had exploded. Mercifully, a potentially
bigger disaster had been averted thanks to
the bravery of the loco crew.

In war time, the risk of an explosion on
a munitions train was ever present of
course, especially as hot embers ejected
from the chimneys of steam locomotives
could potentially start a fire in one of
the open wagons. Consignments of
aerial bombs in wagons were supposed
to have the load completely covered
with a tarpaulin but this was not always
possible when tarpaulins were in short
supply. The inevitable happened in Soham,
Cambridgeshire on the night of 1st June
1944.

Due to their heroic actions, they saved the
rest of the train and the town of Soham
was spared from destruction. Driver Ben
Gimbert was injured and fireman James
Nightall was killed. Both were awarded
the George Cross for their bravery. A
permanent memorial to the explosion was
erected in St. Andrews Church, Soham and
was unveiled on 2nd June 2007 by HRH
Prince Richard, Duke of Gloucester.
Vignoles

A fully loaded munitions train, hauled
by an Austerity class 2-8-0 locomotive
number 7337, was proceeding through the
station. A wagon directly behind the loco
had caught fire and the load of forty 500
pound bombs was engulfed in the flames,
threatening the rest of the train. Thanks to
the actions of the train crew, the burning
wagon was uncoupled from the rest of the
train. The intention of the crew was to haul
it to the end of the station platform where
there was a locomotive watering crane
that could be used to dowse the flames.
But, as the loco was drawing the wagon
forward, it exploded.
This particular wagon had previously
carried a consignment of loose sulphur and
the residues of this load had contributed

A dragonfly was one of the more
unusual visitors to the Roundhouse in
2015. Photo: Mervyn Allcock
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AND FINALLY . . .
MERVYN AND DALE GO
BACK TO SCHOOL!
We were delighted that every single pupil
from Barrow Hill Primary School – from
Reception all the way up to Year 6 – were
able to join us at the September steam gala.
They were shown around the site by Dave
and Dale and spent time with the Archive
team too. One little boy very proudly
announced that his grandad had worked
at the shed and was over the moon when
Dave said that he not only knew him
but also his father, the little boy’s great
grandad! Another very special moment
was when the children, discovering that
it was Dave’s birthday, all sang him happy
birthday.
After the visit, and inspired by the
wonderful model of the Roundhouse made
out of cereal boxes and lollipop sticks
which was on display during the gala, the
teachers asked the children to create
models themselves, with the entries to be
judged by Mervyn and Dale.

The judging duly took place at the school
in early November and the three winning
entries are now on show in the display
case in the school entrance.

FROM THE EDITOR
Don’t forget that the next Newsletter will
be Number 50 and a ‘bumper’ celebration
edition. We are inviting all Members,
supporters and friends of the Roundhouse
to contribute their memories and thoughts
by Friday 4th March 2016. We would
be delighted to hear from you, either in
writing to the Roundhouse or by email to
alexa@alexastott.com.
I would also like to take this opportunity
to thank everyone who has contributed
to the Newsletters in 2015. It has been a
privilege to share the fantastic photographs
and entertaining stories that have been
submitted as well as keep you up-to-date
with all the comings and goings at a very
busy Roundhouse.
Thank you and
Merry Christmas
and Happy New
Year to you all!
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26 007 taking in the rays.
Photo: Dale Holford

Flying Pig pictured at the top of the yard being handed “The
Railway Magazine” headboard by Mervyn Allcock during the
“Ticket to Ride” gala.
Photo: Dale Holford

