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front cover: One of the first Class 68s to
arrive in the UK from Spain paid its first visit to the
Roundhouse on 5th November. Photo: Mervyn Allcock

Have you got a memory
of barrow Hill in
steam or diesel days?

From the Manager
Welcome to the final Barrow
Hill Newsletter of 2014.

Do you have photographs of the
depot which we could use in future
issues of the Newsletter?

It is hard to believe yet another year has
passed, but it has, and I am very pleased to
report that it has been an excellent year for
Barrow Hill.

Please get in touch with Alexa Stott
by post: Barrow Hill Roundhouse,
Campbell Drive, Barrow Hill,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S43 2PR.
Or email: alexa@alexastott.com

The business growth has exceeded
expectations with continued increased activity
from GBRF and DRS and other main line
railway companies. To protect our interests a
comprehensive CCTV system is being installed,
following which the new fuel point will be
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A post for one of the new CCTV cameras is put in place near
the signal box. Photo: Dale Holford

commissioned, which should see a further
increase in main line activity.

There are many other exciting developments to
report so I will take up no more of your time
and let you read on and enjoy this Newsletter
and all its diverse contents.

All of this business growth gives strength to
the Roundhouse and the heritage side of the
operation, which has also had a fabulous year.
The “new event on the block” was the Jools
Holland concert. This was a brilliant night
which received huge and universal appreciation
from a largely new visitor audience.

Thank you for all your support in 2014 and I
look forward to seeing you at Barrow Hill in
2015, which I am confident will be another year
of growth and success.
It just leaves me to finish by wishing you all a
very merry Christmas and a prosperous and
happy New Year.

We are now planning the first event of 2015
which is “Barrow Hill Rarities” on 18th and
19th April 2015. This is our first diesel gala for
a while and I hope, with the support of our
locomotive owning colleagues in the heritage
and commercial sides of the site, it will be a
successful event.

Mervyn Allcock
December 2014
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chairman’s Notes
those as well, and hopefully by introducing
new visitors, we shall maintain and increase
our income.

Well it has been quite an autumn.
The Jools Holland concert was an
amazing success: all tickets sold
and a fantastic atmosphere in the
Roundhouse.

At the end of September we heard
unofficially that our Round 1 Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) Bid had been
successful, although the news was
embargoed until November to get certain
legal formalities out of the way. Now the
hard work starts to get the more detailed
Round 2 Bid together and get that passed
as well so that in 2016 we can start to
carry out the development work and
introduce the new activities that go with it.
Anita Hollinshead who masterminded our
Round 1 success will be working on the
Round 2 Bid and her description of what
will be involved is included elsewhere in
this Newsletter, including details of how
much we will need to raise to back up the
£1m from HLF.

What was particularly good about it was
that many of those attending had never
been to Barrow Hill before and, talking
to them as they left, they were clearly
impressed with the site and said they
would be coming back.
That is important because, if we are to
continue to improve the site and its
facilities, we need to broaden and increase
our audience. This was demonstrated a
couple of weeks later at “Barrow Hill Live!”
Although it was a good event and our new
partner, Warners, played their part, the
number of visitors was down on last year’s
event when Mallard certainly brought
in the visitors. Although this meant that
visitors could enjoy the exhibits without
crowds, we do need larger numbers.

In October we attended the Derbyshire
Museums Heritage Awards ceremony
and came away with two awards. Highly
Commended in the “Inspiration” category
for our marketing of the “East Coast
Giants” event and Winner in the “Behind
the Scenes” category for the work of
the Archive team. Congratulations to all
involved.

We cannot just rest on our laurels and
rely on repeating a winning formula and
assume that visitors will come. We need
to be constantly innovative and usually are
thanks to Mervyn! Thanks also to all the
volunteers that helped on both events,
both during the planning and staging of the
events, particularly those that worked until
3.00am after the Jools concert to put the
Roundhouse back in order.

The other bit of good news was received
just as we went to press. Our application
for Re-Accreditation, submitted in June
was successful. Our first five years as an
Accredited Museum gave us access to
advice and grant aid totalling over £15,000
from the Arts Council, and this was crucial
in our HLF bid. Whilst the Accreditation

I know that there are some members
who feel that we were wrong to put on
the concert, and that it was not a proper
railway event, but we shall always have
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process examines all aspects of the
Society’s work, the Archive is particularly
important and the work of the team in
completing the documentation of our
collection and starting to think how we can
provide on line access to it was crucial, so
thanks to them.

this to volunteer teams in small groups.
This will continue, but Simon has had to
step down because of the pressure of his
other work. We are grateful to him for
what he has done, and equally grateful to
Paul Millington from the Archive team, who
has volunteered to carry on the work.
There will be more about this and the
new roles that we need to fill, in future
Newsletters.

The HLF project and commitments made
in the Accreditation process mean that we
will need to recruit more volunteers to
carry out a wider range of activities and
manage them better. The role of Volunteer
Coordinator will be vital to this, and we
were fortunate that Simon Hartshorne,
our Compliance Manager, volunteered
to take on the role for 12 months to get
things moving. We now have a Volunteer
Agreement and have started to introduce

It only remains to me to thank you all for
your contributions during 2014 and to
wish you the best for Christmas, and a
happy and successful New Year for you and
for Barrow Hill.
Mike Kennedy

37422 standing outside the HNRC shed. In the background is 37884 from Europhoenix on the
loadbank. You can see a collection of cables coming out of the engine room of 37884 to a blue
container. The loco engine drives the loadbank instead of the traction motors, meaning the loco
can power up to full speed without actually going anywhere so they can measure how much
power the engine is delivering and discover any faults.
Photo: Dale Holford
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HEADLINE NEWS
First Visit of DRS
Class 68

since the early days with the likes of 10000
and 10001.

On Wednesday 5th November 2014 a
colourful consist of diesel locomotives
arrived at Barrow Hill Roundhouse,
bringing with it the first visit to the site of
a Vosloh Class 68 68003 named Astute.

The Class 68 spent about an hour at
Barrow Hill before departing light engine
for Toton to pick up a working in place of a
failed Class 66.
The equally attractive Class 57 57312
Solway Princess in Northern Belle livery
also departed light engine for Derby
to pick up a loco from Revel to haul to
Crewe. The Class 20 20302 , which came
with the consist, was left at Barrow Hill.

Built in Spain and operated in the UK by
DRS, it is the last word in modern diesel
electric locomotives, with clean emission
exhaust and computerised equipment, ETH
fitted to allow passenger train working as
well as hauling the heaviest of freight trains.

Dave Darwin

These locos are a big step forward in
driver comfort and a driving desk like
something from the latest ‘Star Wars’
movie shows how far the design and
operation of diesel locomotives has come
Class 57 57312 alongside Class 68 68003 during
its first visit to Barrow Hill.
Insert: The driver’s view in the cab of a brand new
Class 68. Photos: Dave Darwin
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newslines

A consist of nine - yes 9! - Class
66s on the Springwell Branch.
Photo: Mervyn Allcock

to coincide with the 100th anniversary of
the commencement of World War One,
Mervyn laid a wreath on behalf of Barrow
Hill Roundhouse in acknowledgement of
the railway men who had been involved in
the conflict.

Rededication of Barrow
Hill War Memorial
On 2nd November Mervyn was honoured
to be invited to the rededication of the
War Memorial which is situated next to
the Barrow Hill Memorial Club. Organised

Award Winners
Barrow Hill submitted two
nominations for this year’s
Derbyshire Museums Forum
awards and came away with
two prizes! Congratulations
to the Archives Team who
walked away with Winner in
the “Behind the Scenes at the
Museum” category and to Alexa
Stott who received Highly
Commended for her marketing
of “East Coast Giants” on behalf
of the Roundhouse.
7

newslines

continued...
through at your leisure; it will also help
the Roundhouse to save the cost of
postage and put the savings to good use
elsewhere. If you would like to opt to
receive the Newsletter by email rather
than post, please email:
membership@barrowhill.org.uk.

Tenant Activity at
Barrow Hill
Our in-house training tenant Intertrain has
recently increased the number of training
courses and candidates on site and this
has resulted in a substantial increase in
work undertaken on our Permanent Way.
Intertrain is becoming a major supplier of
a well trained work force for the railway
industry.

Contacting the
Roundhouse Team
In order to ensure that enquiries and
correspondence reach the correct people,
several new email addresses have been
set up: enquiries@barrowhill.org.uk is for
all queries to the Roundhouse office and
events, membership@barrowhill.org.uk for
new and existing members’ enquiries and
questions and volunteers@barrowhill.org.
uk for enquiries relating to volunteering.

In another sign of the increased activity
taking place in the railway industry
generally, DRS has now formalised
its presence at Barrow Hill with the
installation of an office block and spare
parts storage facility.
Another first for the Roundhouse was the
appearance of nine brand new Class 66s
owned by GBRF on 8th September 2014
Four of them stayed on for a number of
days before moving to their new base at
Roberts Road in Doncaster.

Holiday Closures
Don’t forget that the Roundhouse will
be closed over the festive period on the
weekends of 27th and 28th December
2014 and 3rd and 4th January 2015.

Class 40 D213
Progress on the overhaul of this classic
diesel continues with the recent
completion of the bogie overhaul. The
locomotive is a credit to the team who are
working on it and it will hopefully be back
in operation on the main line and heritage
railways very soon.

Newsletter in Electronic
Format
The Roundhouse Newsletter is now
available in electronic format and, unlike
the printed version, reproduced in
FULL COLOUR throughout. Delivered
direct to your computer for you to look

Yet another first for the Roundhouse - a first
visit by a Class 153, which was used on the
shuttles for “Barrow Hill Live!”, seen here at
Chesterfield Station. Photo: Alexa Stott
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Events update
September was a very busy
month for the Roundhouse and
our intrepid band of volunteers.
First up, on Saturday 13th September, we
welcomed Jools Holland and his Rhythm
& Blues Orchestra, featuring Gilson Lavis,
with special guest star Melanie C and
guest vocalists Ruby Turner and Louise
Marshall. Billed as a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to see these artists in our
unique and atmospheric Roundhouse, the
evening exceeded even the organisers’
wildest expectations and launched the
Roundhouse as one of the most unusual
music venues in the country!

The next part of the project was to
remove the A frame over the turntable
and install a steel structure which would
support the purpose-built stage over the
turntable and pit. In the two days before
the concert the Roundhouse became a
hive of activity with large lorries full of
sound equipment, lighting and even some
of the band’s instruments – and of course
Jools’ piano – unloading at the back of
the Roundhouse. At the other end, a
large marquee complete with bars also
appeared.

Over several months the Roundhouse had
been gradually emptied of its usual display
of locomotives until all that remained
were the Large Prairie 5143 and the J17
8217, which was made to look like it was
in steam with the addition of a smoke
machine in the smoke box.

Saturday afternoon and the Roundhouse
literally ‘shook’ as the sound check took
place, band members started to arrive and
suddenly, or so it seemed after the months
of preparation, the Roundhouse began to
fill up and the buzz of anticipation of the
audience was clearly audible back stage.

Looks can be deceiving - an almost empty Roundhouse just
days before the Jools Holland concert.
Photo: Dale Holford
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Events update

continued...

Last to arrive was Jools himself and he
seemed entranced by the atmosphere of
the Roundhouse, taking a particular interest
in the locomotives on display in the back
stage area and even having his photograph
taken in front of them. He had clearly done
his homework as his chats with the Barrow
Hill team showed just how much he already
knew of the history of the building.

allowing vocalists including Ruby Turner
and former Spice Girl Melanie Chisholm to
showcase their voices to stunning effect –
particularly Ruby’s version of This Train, in
a nod to the unique setting.
Jools was full of smiles, clearly impressed
with the venue, before the entire audience
joined a mass singalong of Enjoy Yourself
during the encore.

So the concert itself, with Jack Lukeman, a
protégé of Jools, warming up the audience
for half an hour before the main event
itself. And this is what the Sheffield Star
had to say….

Move over Camden, there’s a new
Roundhouse in town.”
Following the sell out success of the
concert, watch this space for another
very special evening’s entertainment in
September 2015.

“With a steam engine gently puffing away
beside the stage, Barrow Hill railway shed
proved a stunning setting for the last night
of rail enthusiast Jools Holland’s latest tour.
Joined by guest vocalists throughout the
two-hour show, Jools and His Rhythm &
Blues Orchestra provided a memorable
evening for the 1,800 fans lucky enough
to secure tickets for the first gig at the
famous Roundhouse. Despite the size of
the building, there was an intimate feel to
the show, with the corrugated roof and
brick walls proving excellent acoustics,

“Barrow Hill Live!”
Two weeks later and once again we were in
the thick of it, with “Barrow Hill Live!” on 27th
and 28th September, supported by BRM and
Warners Shows, organisers of the renowned
London, Doncaster and Peterborough
model railway shows. The Barrow Hill gang
had once again been hard at work putting
locomotives back into the Roundhouse and
preparing the site for the event.

Vulcan on the brake van rides at “Barrow Hill Live!”.
Photo: Alexa Stott
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Midlands Trains Meridian running up the ‘Old
Road’ towards Chesterfield and our own
East Midlands Trains Class 153 (another first
for the Roundhouse) running down towards
Barrow Hill. Just a shame no-one was on
hand to take a photograph of this!

Young modellers
check out the handiwork of their elders at
“Barrow Hill Live!”
Photo: Alexa Stott

The winner of this year’s Barrow Hill
Trophy for Best Layout – as voted for by
visitors to the show – was Turners Folly,
an OO layout with all-round viewing of
two continuous tracks, a large station
and street scene followed by countryside
leading to a large marshalling yard with
further scenics and models. The principle
behind the layout is to demonstrate the
simplicity of DCC together with the
benefits of train speed control, sound and
lights. There is also the opportunity to
watch working automatic sequential signals.

Social Evenings 2015

With a wide range of model layouts in the
DPS depot, modelling and advice clinics
in the Intertrain offices, the Network Rail
and British Transport Police vans on display,
not to forget the ever-popular A1 60163
Tornado and two locomotives making
their first visit to the Roundhouse – the
Bahamas Locomotive Society’s No. 1704
Nunlow and LNWR Coal Tank No. 1050
– hauling passenger trains and the everpopular resident Peckett No. 2000 and
Vulcan hauling brake van rides, the ride
on train and the Meccano layouts in the
Roundhouse and a good variety of trade
stands in the marquee (phew what a list –
Ed) there was certainly plenty to do!

Thank you to Paul Beardsley
who has once again worked
tirelessly to produce another
interesting and informative
series of lectures for 2015.
Presentations are held on the third
Thursday of each month in the
Roundhouse Lecture Theatre commencing
at 7.30pm and finishing between 9.45pm
and 10.00pm. Doors open at 7.00pm.
Hot and cold drinks are available from the
Café before the presentation and during
the interval.

Several hundred visitors also enjoyed the
East Midlands Trains shuttle service from
Chesterfield Station into the show. A
unique sight during one of the trips on
Saturday was that of an East Midlands Trains
HST waiting in the Up Sidings, an East

Admission prices are £2.00 per member
and £3.00 per guest, payable on the door,
and everyone is welcome.
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Events update

continued...

15th January - Dave Darwin - 60
Years a Locoman
On 10th January Dave will celebrate 60
years of working on the railway, having
started his career at Barrow Hill on 10th
January 1955, before moving to Worksop
in 1974. He retired from EWS in 2004 and
since then has been a regular volunteer
at the Roundhouse. Tales, anecdotes and
pictures from Dave’s lifelong career will
feature in this very special Barrow Hill
Social Evening.

21st May - Paul Chancellor Colour-Rail Live
We are pleased to welcome “Mr. ColourRail” himself to give a brief background
to the business before delving into a wide
selection of images from the Colour-Rail
Transport Archive. Images from all around
the country, steam and modern traction.
18th June - Mike Eggenton - East
Coast: London to Scotland
The show starts at London King’s Cross
and heads north to Wick with the odd
diversion on the way. Features steam, diesel
and even the odd electric. There will be a
few industrials too.

19th February - Roger Hallett The David Odd Collection
Roger will present a selection of images
from the collection of the late David Odd,
held by Peak Rail. The majority of images
will be steam from the late fifties and
sixties although some early diesel images
will also be included.

16th July - Andy Barclay - Peter
Fox Collection Part 2
Following on from last year’s popular show
we now delve into images in the seventies
and eighties from the late Peter Fox
collection, although there will be a small
selection of earlier images which were not
included in last year’s show.

19th March - P.S.O.V. – Main Line 2014
The ever popular Karl Jauncey and Dave
Richards return to the Roundhouse for
their annual DVD presentation. As always
this will be a top quality production of
steam at work on the national network
throughout the country. As well as an
excellent evening’s entertainment, there will
be an opportunity to purchase some of the
P.S.O.V. productions at discounted prices.

20th August - Ted Hancock The Midland in the East End of
Sheffield - Part 1
A show detailing the lines, branches,
yards and multiplicity of industries served
from The Wicker and Midland Station to
Grimesthorpe Junction.

16th April - Dave Holmes - My
Misspent Youth
A two-part presentation. The first part
covers diesels and electrics whilst the
second part covers steam, diesel and road
transport. Slides from the early seventies
to the nineties.

17th September - GB Productions
- Steaming Through Britain
Graham Briggs and the team return to
entertain us with another DVD show
of preserved steam at work throughout
Britain, both on the national network and
at many of the country’s rich variety of
12

heritage lines. There will be an opportunity
to purchase a selection of DVDs at
discounted prices.

some of the locomotives, others will be on
the passenger shuttle trains up the branch
and a special locomotive will be on display
on the Turntable. More news will appear
in the next Newsletter.

15th October - Phil Lockwood
and Enid Vincent - Manchester
to Cleethorpes on Former GCR
Routes
Mainly diesels and freight with a few
Class 76s from 1975 to 2011. Barnetby to
Cleethorpes, Barnetby to Manchester via
Gainsborough and Woodhead, concluding
with Barnetby to Barnetby via Lincoln,
Clipstone, Tinsley, Rotherham, Doncaster
and Scunthorpe.

Rail Ale 2015
Following the success of 2014’s
experimental three-day event, next year’s
Rail Ale will once again take place over
three days on Thursday 14th, Friday
15th and Saturday 16th May. In another
addition to the arrangements, preliminary
discussions are currently taking place
about the possibility of running a special
charter train into the event from London
on the Thursday, which may be of interest
to members and supporters who live in
that part of the country. There are plans
to expand the craft keg bar as public
awareness of this type of product grows
and there will be a further increase in the
number of beers available. So plenty to
look forward to!

19th November - Les Nixon Down Memory Lane
We can look forward to another first class
presentation from Les as he again delves
into his extensive collection of images
portraying the railway scene over more than
fifty years.
17th December - Christmas
Social
Wait and see!

September 2015
Stop Press….We are planning a truly
spectacular steam gala in celebration of
50 years since the end of steam at the
Roundhouse. As you will read in Martyn’s
Locomotive Department Report, plans are
already well underway so look out for some
exciting announcements in the New Year.

“Barrow Hill Rarities”
On 18th and 19th April we are planning to
hold our first Diesel Gala for several years.
Tying in with our 2015 theme of 50 years
since the end of steam and the transition
to diesel, this gala will be a display of
“Rarities” – classes of diesel locomotive
rarely or never seen at Barrow Hill before.
We are contacting our colleagues in the
heritage and commercial sectors to ensure
an interesting and successful gala. There
will be opportunities to visit the cabs of

Don’t forget that detailed and up-todate information on all the Roundhouse
events can be found on the Barrow
Hill website and on our Facebook and
Twitter pages as they draw closer.
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Dave Darwin Remembers...

Doe Lea Branch and
Bolsover Station
This 1950s view of a 4F with a
train of empty mineral wagons
has just passed through the
station and is approaching the
signal box. The fireman is about
to exchange the single line token
with the signal man, giving up the
token for the Markham-Bolsover
section and receiving the one for
the Bolsover-Glapwell section.

The train will have picked up the travelling
shunter at the station where they were
based, to assist the guard in disposing of
the empties and picking up a loaded train.
As well as Glapwell and Ramcroft, they
covered Bolsover Colliery and the Coalite
plant and chemical works.
The area around the chemical works
became known as Dioxin Valley, where
this very toxic chemical was produced.
It was so strong that the fumes from its
manufacture poisoned the local farm
land and milk produced by dairy herds
that grazed on it was contaminated. The
railways used it as weedkiller until it was
banned.

The train will have started at Seymour
Junction and will either be going to Glapwell
Old or New Colliery or Ramcroft. The train
crew and loco will be from Barrow Hill as,
during this period, they were the only crews
that worked the Doe Lea Branch.

14

Gas Works can be seen, today a small
industrial estate. In the middle distance is
the spoil tip from Bolsover Colliery, which
was to the left, the spoil going over the
railway on an aerial ropeway bucket chain.

Trains always went up the branch tender
first and the seven miles from Seymour to
Glapwell could be a very uncomfortable
journey. Storm sheets were sometimes
fixed between the engine and tender to
keep the worst of the weather off. Going
up this way meant that the driver, coming
back down with a heavily loaded train sometimes fifty 16-ton wagons of coal - had
the benefit of four sanders to use against
two the other way. The brake was also
better for holding back these heavy trains.

Two trains could pass at this point but when
the goods facilities closed and the sidings
were lifted, the line on which the train is
running was taken out of use and the line
in the centre became the main line and the
first siding the loop. This meant that the
signal man had to come outside the box to
exchange tokens and a special platform was
made for this purpose. The bridge from
which this photograph was taken was also
demolished around the same time. Perhaps
that is why we don’t see many pictures of
Bolsover from this angle.

Bolsover station lost its passenger service
in the early 1930s but the goods facility
lasted until 1962. As can be seen in the
photograph, a few customers were still
using it, including a coal merchant and
farmers with deliveries of fertiliser and
sometimes farm machinery. The empty
flat truck had probably been used for this.
The car next to the flat wagon could be
the signal man’s (and any suggestions as to
what type it is would be welcome).

Dave Darwin
Sunlight breaks through the steam in the
Roundhouse - a lovely shot demonstrating just
why our Roundhouse is so special.
Photo: Dale Holford

On the top right hand side of the
photograph the gas holders of Bolsover
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The Heritage Lottery Fund
and Barrow Hill Roundhouse
In May 2014 the Roundhouse
submitted an application to the
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for
funding for the development of
the Roundhouse. In summary,
the overall aim of the project
is to develop the Roundhouse
audience to include families,
a range of learners, the local
community and corporate use.
This will be done through essential
conservation repairs, a sympathetic
extension to create a new visible and
accessible entrance incorporating a
café and toilets, upgrading facilities for
educational visits and corporate use, the
recruitment of a Learning and Access
Officer and development of a new learning
programme, improving access to the site
and collections, bringing the site to life with
new interpretation, providing heritage skills
training and apprenticeships and developing
a programme of events and activities.

– Developing a new audience for Barrow
Hill Roundhouse’. Anita has worked with
BHESS for a number of years: in her role
as Museum Development Officer for
Derbyshire and, since going freelance in
August 2012, with a number of funding
applications including the successful Round
1 Bid.

Anita explains what
happens next…
We were delighted to hear in September
that BHESS has been awarded £96,400
by HLF to develop our plans for the
Roundhouse in order to be able to submit
a Round 2 Bid for the funding to deliver
the project as outlined above. It’s very
exciting to be a step closer to the next
phase in the life of the Roundhouse. The
overall cost of the project will be around
£1.5 million, of which, if successful, the HLF
will fund around £1.2 million

The bid process is divided into two stages,
known as Round 1 and Round 2. Round
1 is an application for initial funding to put
together a team which will produce the
plans and strategies to implement the full
project which is then submitted in Round
2. Each stage is judged individually on its
merits and in September it was confirmed
that we had been successful with our
Round 1 Bid.

It is important that we involve Barrow
Hill’s members, supporters and volunteers
as well as local people and visitors in the
development of the project and establish
what they think of Barrow Hill today;

Anita Hollinshead has been appointed as
Project Manager for the Round 2 Bid of
the HLF application (also known as the
development phase) of ‘Moving Forward
16

about our plans for the future and what
changes and activities they would like to
see on site. Whilst we will be introducing
new interpretation into the Roundhouse,
we will retain the unique atmosphere of
a working depot that makes the site so
special.

The Project Team will consist of Mike
Kennedy (Chair of BHESS), Mervyn Allcock
(Site Manager), Alexa Stott (Marketing &
Fundraising Manager), the Project Architect,
Interpretation Consultant, Writer in
Residence, Activity Planner and myself.
We need to find an additional £61,920 of
funding for the project on top of the HLF
award. Alexa has developed a fundraising
strategy which will encourage donations
on site and at special events, online
giving, sponsorship opportunities, grant
applications and local community support.

As Project Manager, I will work closely
with Mervyn and the BHESS Board
and coordinate a team of specialists
commissioned to deliver the different
elements of the development phase. I will
also pull together the Round 2 Bid. The
Round 1 Bid filled a large lever arch file
and we anticipate that the Round 2 Bid will
be three times as big!

We hope to appoint a Project Architect
early in 2015; their role will be to draw up
detailed plans and proposals for the new
entrance and the conservation repairs to
the Roundhouse. A Conservation Plan
will also be drawn up which will detail
the heritage of the site and describe its
significance. This information will help us
to plan the rest of the project.
Another important document that HLF
requires for the Round 2 Bid is an Activity
Plan. This will detail everything that we will
be doing through the project that is not
capital (building) work including education
and lifelong learning, interpretation, training,
volunteering, community engagement
and marketing. The Activity Plan will
be developed through extensive public
consultation.
Jim Grevatte will be commissioned to
develop a new interpretation scheme
for the Roundhouse which encourages
visitors of all ages and levels of interest
and knowledge to enjoy engaging with the
site. Jim has also worked with BHESS on a
number of projects; he coordinated ‘Voices
of Barrow Hill’ in 2009 and has been
17

actively involved in the development of the
Round 1 HLF Bid.

experiences of the people who have taken
part in the library project. The Writer
in Residence will also work with the
Chesterfield Borough Council Arts Officer,
Pomegranate Youth Theatre, Springwell
Community College and Growth Activities
Ltd. to create six character monologues
and recruit a group of young people to
perform these in the Roundhouse on
event days. We plan to apply to Arts
Council England for a grant to fund the
performance of the Community Play in
May 2016.

We will also commission a Learning
Plan which will identify how we can
develop an educational programme that
increases schoolchildren’s enjoyment and
understanding of the Roundhouse and its
collections, inspires all visitors, links to
the National Curriculum and encourages
school visits. The Learning Plan will be
developed through consultation with local
schools and colleges.
Another significant element of the
development phase will be a Writer
in Residence based in Staveley Library
whose role will be to encourage local
people to get involved with the project
by talking to them about their thoughts
and memories of the Roundhouse. They
will then write a Community Play based
on the history of the Roundhouse and the

We hope to submit our Round 2
application in December 2015 so it’s going
to be a busy and exciting year!
If you would like to contact Anita to
discuss the project in more detail, please
email her on anitahollinshead@hotmail.
com or telephone 07876 166842.

Shed Shunt Puzzle
For those of you that would like to keep the brain active while
digesting the turkey and stuffing on Christmas Day, the turkey
and stuffing sandwich on Boxing Day, the turkey and chips the
day after that or even the turkey curry a couple of days after
that, here’s a little puzzle from our shunter extraordinaire Mr
Dave Darwin to keep you occupied. No prizes for the answer
– which appears on page 40.
A shunting move has to be made in the shed yard. The four
locos on Line ‘A’ have to be reversed, numbers 1, 2, 3 and 4 to
numbers 4, 3, 2 and 1.
The shunting loco, a Class 03, can only haul two locos and there
is only room for this and the 2 locos up to the gate to be over
the points for Line ‘B’.
To help you, two loco numbers can be changed over and the 03
has only enough fuel for 5 moves!
18

GATE

03

1
2
3
4
Line A Line B

Top and bottom: The Class 24 is a recent arrival from the
East Lancashire Railway, seen during “Barrow Hill Live!”
Photos: Dale Holford
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Picture This. . .
The Roundhouse rocks to the sound of Jools
Holland on Saturday 13th September 2014.
Photo: Paul Bigland

Top: 60163 Tornado hauls one of her last passenger trains in the popular BR Express Passenger
blue livery during “Barrow Hill Live!”
Bottom: Just a small part of the Meccano display in the Roundhouse during “Barrow Hill Live!”
Photos: Alexa Stott
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Locomotive Department Report
Barrow Hill continues to
attract a wide range of steam
locomotives to the Roundhouse,
either as residents or visitors
for our events. Recent additions
bring the grand total to 96 so
the number is now moving
rapidly towards the magic 100.

had been lifted off her wheels as these
needed the tyre profiles turning. These
were duly turned and the wheelsets were
returned to the Roundhouse. Once the
axlebox overhaul was completed we were
able to re-wheel this powerful loco and
she is now back in the Roundhouse with
re-assembly well underway. The boiler
has been professionally overhauled offsite
and this work is now also complete
and the fully tubed boiler is back at the
Roundhouse ready for putting back into
the frames. The plan is to have this loco
back in steam again early next year ready
for the main operating season as another
resident operational steam loco. Time flies
and Peckett 2000 is now in year eight of a
ten year cycle so we will need to prepare
for her next ten yearly boiler overhaul
soon.

The most recent guest locos were the
Bahamas Locomotive Society 1704
Nunlow and the National Trust LNWR
Coal Tank loco 1054 in the long-term care
of the BLS. Tornado also made a return
to the Roundhouse for the “Barrow Hill
Live!” event as did home based locos
2000 and Vulcan, both of which had been
out on loans during the summer – to
Elsecar and the Ribble Steam Railway
respectively. Tornado and 2000 ran the
following Saturday for the A1 Trust’s
Annual Convention and then both locos
were stopped, 60163 for a full five-yearly
overhaul and 2000 for a bottom end
overhaul.

The rest of the locomotives on display are
all kept clean and oiled on a regular basis.
Midland Compound Number 1000 has
now taken up residency at the Roundhouse
courtesy of the National Railway Museum
with whom we continue to enjoy an
excellent working relationship. 1000 will
be one of the stars of the show next
September when we present our Midlandthemed gala to commemorate 50 years
since steam was withdrawn from Barrow
Hill by BR on 5th October 1965.

Work is going well on Steve William’s
Hunslet Austerity loco number 68006
and on Andrew Whitehead’s HL 0-4-0ST
Swanscombe. Restoration is also well
underway on Jon Pridmore’s unique and
historic Manning Wardle 0-4-0ST number
1795. 68006 and Peckett 2000 were taken
off their wheels at the end of October
and the wheel sets for both have been
despatched to the South Devon Railway
for specialist attention – the Peckett is
to get new wheel tyres fitted while the
Austerity just needs her journals polishing.

For us Midland men [and women – Ed] this
will be a real treat. After all, Barrow Hill
was always a Midland shed so watch out
for an exciting line up of LMS machines
at this major event and some very special
features. This will be a ‘not to be missed’
gala and we intend to mark our 100th

Andrew Whitehead’s HL loco Swanscombe
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Tornado - but not as you would normally
see her. Boiler and frames left Barrow
Hill separately and will be reunited at
Darlington in early 2015.
Photos: Dale Holford

steam locomotive with something VERY
special and appropriate.

and an A2 in apple green livery again? It
is a source of great frustration to Mervyn
and I that we were not able to present the
A1, A2, A3 and A4 line up as we were SO
close to it but that particular gathering
would seem to be many years away now.
We hope that Blue Peter will call in to
see us from time to time once she is back
out on the main line and use our servicing
facilities.

As the railway press has reported recently,
Blue Peter has been sold by the Drury
family to Jeremy Hosking and she will be
leaving the Roundhouse in April 2015 to
commence a 15-month major overhaul. It
will be truly great to see this loco back out
where she really belongs, in action on the
main line.

Vulcan has had a very busy first season,
taking in appearances in steam at the
Roundhouse for three events, at the
Foxfield Railway for their summer gala, at
Beamish Museum (colliery and Rowley),
at Newton-le-Willows (static) and at the
Ribble Steam Railway. The loco will now
be Winterised and we have a list of jobs we
want to do on her over the winter period
ready for next season.

We get asked all the time if this will
ever happen again and now we can say a
resounding “Yes, it will!” It has been great
to have had Blue Peter based at Barrow
Hill and we will miss her. The highlight of
her time with us was probably when we
repainted her in apple green and she sat
alongside Tornado up the yard in the same
livery. Who would ever have thought that
would be possible in our lifetimes: an A1
24

Early locomotives	Rocket
Furness 20
“Catch Me Who Can”
“Puffing Billy)

Midland/LMS locomotives
41000
41312
41708
42700
44422
45110
45231
45407
45593 “Kolhapur”
45690 “Leander”
47298
47406
48151
48773
49395
51218
52322 (1300)
58850

Industrial locomotives
MW 1207 “The Welshman”
MW 1210 “Sir Berkeley”
MW 1795 “No 14”
Peckett 1163 “Whitehead”
Peckett 2000
YE 2521 “Clipstone”
Hawthorn Leslie 2491 “Henry”
Hawthorn Leslie 3718 “Swanscombe”
HE “Thomas” (Brookes No. 1)
Sentinel “Isebrook”
HC MSC No. 70
VF 3272 “Vulcan”
Hudswell Clarke 1704 “Nunlow”
GWR locomotives
813
1420
3440 “City of Truro”
4936 “Kinlet Hall”
4953 “Pitchford Hall”
4965 “Rood Ashton Hall”
5051 “Drysllwyn Castle”
5164
5199
5224
5553
5637
6430
7754
7822 “Foxcote Manor”
9600

LNWR locomotives
1054
GNR locomotives
251
1744
LNER
1310
1506 (62660) “Butler Henderson”
61264
61306
61572
61994
62005
63601
65462
65567 (8217)
68005
68006
68009
68030
68088
68846
69023

Southern locomotives
662 “Martello”
30075
30096 “Normandy”
30587
30777 “Sir Lamiel”
35005 “Canadian Pacific”
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69621
60163 “Tornado”
60800 “Green Arrow”
60532 “Blue Peter”
60007 “Sir Nigel Gresley”
60008 “Dwight D. Eisenhower”
60009 “Union of South Africa”
60010 (4489) “Dominion of Canada”
60019 (4464) “Bittern”
60022 (4468) “Mallard”

71000 “Duke of Gloucester”
76079
78019
80135
92203
92214
London Transport locomotives
MET 1
Grand Total		

BR Standard locomotives
70000 “Britannia”
70013 “Oliver Cromwell”

96

Martyn Ashworth

Vulcan in steam outside
the HNRC shed.
Photo: Dale Holford
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The Archives
A dedicated group of six
Barrow Hill members has been
hard at work behind the scenes
over the last two years, giving
up a considerable amount of
time to log and record the large
amount of material (some going
back to the late 1800s) which
has been donated or loaned to
the Roundhouse.

appointment and we try to put on a display
relative to the theme of the open day. For
example, at the “East Coast Giants” event
we had a video showing A4s in action as
well as photographs showing the full class of
locos plus a full set of N gauge A4s
When an item, or items, are brought in
we have a set procedure to follow which
forms part of our museum accreditation.
First we decide if the item will be of
use or interest to us. If it is of interest
we complete a form which confirms if
the item is a donation or on loan to the
museum; the donor receives a copy of the
form. The items are then inspected and a
basic report prepared. Next a photograph
is taken and the item is recorded in a
ledger and on the data base they are given
a BHESS (Barrow Hill Engine Shed Society)
number.

We always welcome material which is
relevant to Barrow Hill Roundhouse or
the Midland Railway in our locality. Our
collection is growing all the time and we
are in need of space to put on display more
of the material that we have in store. We
try to change the displays in the entrance
on a regular basis but can only show a
limited amount of material. The archive
is open when we have an open day or by

This photo, recently sent to Mervyn, shows two Class 17 Claytons
outside what is now the Roundhouse entrance. The buffer stop and
shelter have gone but the square window above the door still exists.
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The Archives

continued...

The item is marked with this number and allocated
a place in the archive. Even the turntable and the
shear legs are numbered!
In addition to items such as railway lamps,
uniforms, signalling items and old record books
we also have a large collection of old maps and
photographs. Some of the older maps have been
copied to reveal detail that was almost lost.
A large amount of work goes on behind the scenes
and it was a great honour to hear that when the
Derbyshire Heritage Awards were given out recently
we won the award for “Behind the scenes at the
museum”. It is good to know that all the hard work
has been worthwhile.
Ray Temple
Below: The Archive Team. Back row left to right: Mike
Creagh, Don Cambridge, Graham Holland, Paul Millington,
Front row: David Nightingale and Ray Temple.
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Above: Ray Temple at
work in our Archives.

DPS Report
Following on from his piece
in the last Newsletter, Darrell
Marsh brings us up-to-date with
all things Deltic

changes. Our band of volunteers sprang
into action, spending two Saturdays at the
SVR on 55019 and a Wednesday at the East
Lancs Railway on D9009 Alycidon.

Following her arrival at the Severn Valley
Railway, 55019 Royal Highland Fusilier was
used for crew training purposes between
timetabled service trains on Saturday 17th
May in readiness for her first day operating
timetabled services on Saturday 7th
June. However, between those two dates
our Engineer received some bad news.
Following tests it was found we had been
supplied with oil containing high levels of
zinc. Deltics run on zinc-free oil as zinc
reacts with copper which could have led to
problems with our engines as their pistons
have copper crowns. Luckily the problem
was found early and both locos were
immediately stopped pending complete oil

Royal Highland Fusilier returned to traffic
on 17th June working timetabled mid-week
services having missed just two dates, both
of which were re-scheduled for August.
All further dates, including eight footplate
experience days and a three-day diesel
gala, were completed without any major
problems.
Meanwhile at the East Lancs Railway,
D9009 returned to traffic at the summer
diesel gala from 4th to 6th July. Not only
did she complete her own diagrams, but
also covered those of the failed 50015 and
acted as thunderbird to rescue D335 and
its train following a failure at Summerseat.
Below: 55019 approaches Bewdley with a
Bridgnorth to Kidderminster service at the SVR
Diesel Gala, and left: D9009 passes Bewdley
South box and signals with a train bound for
Bridgnorth on Friday 3rd October.
Photos: Peter Marsh
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DPS report continued...
At the end of the month D9009 passed her
yearly Engineering Acceptance Exam allowing
another twelve months of operation on
the main line. Further running dates were
completed on the first weekends of August
and September prior to taking a convoy of
locos to join 55019 at the SVR diesel gala
from 2nd to 4th October.

off, D9009 continued light engine to the
National Railway Museum at York for the
winter period where she will be repainted
along with any repairs. The NRM’s 55002
Kings Own Light Infantry moved light
engine to spend the winter at our depot.
Back at the depot work has continued on
D9015 Tulyar and the reorganisation of the
floor space. The set of bogies we purchased
for Tulyar have now been stripped to
individual components ready for testing
and overhaul. It’s amazing how many parts
are actually on a set of bogies. Work on the
loco itself has seen the underneath cleaned
of 50 years of muck and grime, painting of
internal pipework and electrical testing.
Our spare power units have also been
worked on with a view to getting them
operational.

The plan was then to return both D9009
and 55019 to Barrow Hill for winter
maintenance. However, the ELR had a
Deltic footplate experience booked for
November so the convoy including 55019
went back to Bury. With two A4s and
a B1 visiting for the ELR steam gala, an
impromptu East Coast event was planned
for 11th/12th October. This featured
D9009 along with A4 60009 and B1 61994.
Following that event D9009 worked an
evening diner on Friday 7th November and
a footplate day while 55019 worked on 8th
and 9th November.

Looking forward to next year, early plans
include a return visit to the Severn Valley
Railway for 55019 and a railtour from
Linlithgow to King’s Cross and return
for D9009 on 11th April. For up-to-date
information please visit www.thedps.co.uk
or our Facebook page.

Both locos finally returned to Barrow
Hill via Crewe and Derby rather than
the Calder Valley route on Thursday
27th November. After dropping 55019

On a miserable November day two Deltics returned to Barrow Hill. D9009 Alycidon pulled 55019 Royal
Highland Fusilier from the East Lancashire Railway. D9009 dropped 55019 into the Deltic depot and
departed to the National Railway Museum in York. 55002 Kings Own Light Infantry made its way from
York (making room for D9009) to Barrow Hill later that evening.
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Photos: Dale Holford

Volunteers’ report
When I left the report in the
last Newsletter we were about
to prepare for the Jools Holland
concert. This took up many
hours of volunteer time as the
Roundhouse was emptied of
many of the exhibits so that
repairs could be made to the
floor areas and the girders
and places higher up could be
cleaned down.

After all that, attention turned to the usual
things. The Clay Cross wagon carries on as
a wet day project and is almost done except
for its under frame. The sign writing looks
lovely and the livery bright and authentic.
Both shunters have received attention
recently. Harry had numerous small air
leaks throughout its brake gear and the
03 had a suspected faulty exhaust. This
was eventually taken off and it was found
to be completely choked with carbon so
a new exhaust was made by our friends
at Victoria Fabrications who dismantled it
to see how it was constructed and were
amazed that it had kept going despite the
blockage. Attention will now turn to the
injectors, air tanks and fuel system.

There was also quite a lot of electrical
work to be done and some of the lads
assisted with this as well as the preparation
throughout the site, not to mention
the dismantling of the ‘A’ frame on the
turntable. The event went well and everyone
appreciated the effort that went in.

03066 undergoing winter maintenance.
Photo: Dale Holford
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Volunteers’ report

continued...

Various gardening projects have taken place
around the site with the odd tree to trim
back. We are currently tackling the bramble
and tree covered rear of the Coaling Stage
whilst the vegetation is at its least.
Quite a few timbers and sleepers have
been renewed. For those who may not
know, timbers sit under point work and
are much longer and heavier than sleepers
so we know which we would rather do!
We have to wait until we have a big enough
(and fit enough) team as it takes 6 to 8
men to lift a timber out and slip the new
one back in. Sometimes the old ones are
rotten and therefore lighter than the new
ones; sometimes they are wet through and
therefore heavier. But the new ones are
always bl**dy heavy.

the signal box as it was letting water get to
the woodwork with the potential of rotting
the timbers and undoing Eddie’s good
work. We dug a trench on the top side,
backed it up with old sleepers and filled
the trench with ballast to allow water to
get to the already laid land drain. We will
keep an eye on it during the next Monsoon
period.

Due to the very heavy rainfall in late
October we worked on the drain around

Don Cambridge

The long fence that was erected along
the running line has finally been finished.
This has been a mammoth task and I think
everyone has had a go now and then at
painting it but one or two stalwarts have
carried on to the bitter end and got it
done before the winter weather really
hits us.

DBS 67016 with the VSOE stock departing Barrow Hill.
Photo: Dale Holford
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money matters
A very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to all our
members and friends.

believe that it was our first concert! As the
Derbyshire Times so aptly put it, “this was
a fantastic concert in a fantastic venue”. It
will become increasingly important that we
diversify into events like music concerts
and beer festivals (an economic fact of life
discovered by football clubs some years
ago) to supplement our hugely successful
railway events in our mission to pay
for the upkeep of the Roundhouse and
improvement of the site. We are already
looking forward to next year’s concert.

A lot has happened at Barrow Hill since
the summer, with more excellent events
held, investment in the site and exciting
news concerning our Heritage Lottery
Fund Round 1 bid.

September Events
I really had to pinch myself at Barrow Hill
on the evening of Saturday 13th September
when a sell-out crowd was thoroughly
entertained by Jools Holland, Ruby Turner,
Melanie C (on her last appearance with
Jools’ band) et al in the Roundhouse. It
was hugely satisfying that the evening was
such a success as it was our first venture
into the music concert business, beer
festival evenings excepted, and proved that
we are more than capable of putting on
such events; in fact most people could not

The fifth “Barrow Hill Live!” weekend
followed a mere two weeks later, for the
first time in association with the publishers
of British Railway Modelling, Warners
Group Publications Plc. Warners covered
most of the costs of the event and paid
us a reasonable fee for the use of the site,
under a similar arrangement to the one
we enjoyed with Bauer Media Limited, our
previous partners in this event from a few
years ago.

After a busy September and hugely successful year, the events’ gates
closed, to re-open in April for the diesel gala.
Photo: Nigel Atkinson
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money matters

continued...

We also benefitted from the profits in
our kitchen and shop over the weekend.
It was the usual excellent event enjoyed
by all who attended. It was particularly
pleasing to see the LNWR Webb “Coal
Tank” on its first visit to Barrow Hill and
the splendid model railway layouts.Visitor
numbers were healthy but not as high as
the previous year, although back then we
had Mallard in its special year and plenty
of TV exposure to boost the attendance.
Programme donations for Ashgate Hospice,
an excellent local charity, totalled £110.91
which Barrow Hill rounded up to £150.

makes available for our special events.
Arrangements regarding 03066 have recently
been brought to a happy conclusion for both
parties and the locomotive continues to
prove invaluable in shunting stock around the
site, the purpose for which it was intended,
of course. Incidentally, the shunter’s twelve
air reservoirs are about to be overhauled by
an external contractor, part of the essential
maintenance required to keep it operational.

Grants and Donations
We have recently received a grant of £2,000
from Museum Development East Midlands,
which is supported using public funding by
Arts Council England, for the purpose of
preparing a grant application for funds to
stage a community play at Barrow Hill.

Expenditure
The main expenditure over the summer
months has been the extensive roof repair
in the Roundhouse. We have spent nearly
£8,000 on gutter sealing, fixing the roof and
cleaning down the main support structure
and smoke hoods, a major project involving
a cherry picker access lift. This work has
not been done for many years and should
last for many more to come.

However, that has been eclipsed by the
receipt of £48,200 from the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) East Midlands, which is
the first half of the HLF’s contribution to
the Round One, Development phase of our
major “Moving Forward” project. Whilst
there are no guarantees for Round Two, all
those involved in getting us this far deserve
huge credit. This could be a very exciting
time in the life of Barrow Hill Roundhouse!

Other expenditure has included the
installation of extra signage. A “Welcome”
sign has been added to the gatehouse area
and two “finger post” signs have been
erected to point our visitors to the various
facilities and attractions on site. Look out
for them at the bottom of the coaling stage
and on the approach to the platform.

Many thanks to all who have made
donations to the Society recently. There
have been quite a number lately from
several individuals. I will not name names,
but you know who are you are. Such
donations are as important as ever, and
will become even more so now that the
“Moving Forward” project is under way
because Barrow Hill is required to raise
a significant amount itself to supplement

03066 And All That
The purchase of our resident depot diesel
shunter, 03066, had been underwritten some
years ago by Peter Kennan, a great friend
of Barrow Hill and the owner of Peckett
2000, the steam locomotive which he kindly
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the grant from the HLF. Donations to the
“Moving Forward” project or for general
funds (please specify which) are most
welcome. Cheques should be made payable
to “Barrow Hill Engine Shed Society” and
can be posted to the Roundhouse office.
The value of your donation would be
increased further and at no extra cost to
yourself, if it were to be made under Gift
Aid arrangements. Details are available on
request.

Railway Museum and excellent value for
Christmas at £33.99.
For the older model railway enthusiast, we
are delighted to be able to offer the National
Railway Museum (NRM) exclusive edition
of the OO gauge model of the Midland
Compound 1000. Barrow Hill has been
granted special permission to sell this model
by the NRM (it is normally only on sale at
York and Shildon) because it is the current
home of the full size locomotive.The model
is DCC ready and priced at £140.

Shop!
The rota system of trained volunteers staffing
the shop is working well, with several new
volunteers answering the call recently.The
shop is open most Saturdays and Sundays,
usually from 10.30am until 3.00pm.There
has been the odd day recently when we
have been unable to open due to a lack of
staff so if anyone else wishes to volunteer
their services for what can be as little as
one Saturday or Sunday per month, please
contact either myself or Don Cambridge at
Barrow Hill. Full training will be given.

The ever popular blue “Barrow Hill” totem
fridge magnets are back in stock, priced at
£2.50.

Accounts and Charity
Commission Annual
Return
The Society’s accounts for the year ended
31st December 2013 have been filed at
Companies House and with the Charity
Commission (along with the annual return
required by the Commission). I will be
outlining the contents of these accounts at
our next Annual General Meeting on 1st
March.

The shop will be open on Saturday 20th and
Sunday 21st December, the last weekend
before Christmas, for your last minute
Christmas cards and presents.We have a
large choice of Rothbury Publishing’s popular
Christmas cards at £4.10 per pack of four,
with many railway designs in stock.
On sale at £9 each are the 2015 Calendars
from Platform 5 Publishing with a choice
of two to suit your preference: Steam or
Modern Traction.

Thank You
Thank you to all who have volunteered in
any way at Barrow Hill this year.You have
made a great contribution to its success
and I look forward to seeing you again
in 2015 in what I expect to be another
eventful and successful year for our
favourite depot.

A highly recommended wooden railway
train set for the children is the “Bigjigs
Mallard Train Set”, licensed by the National

Nigel Atkinson, ACMA, CGMA,Treasurer
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Membership Secretary’s Report
After an edition off, I’m back!

If you pay by standing order please make
sure you update your payment, thank you.

The current membership stands
at 384, made up of:
Life		
Adult		
Concession
Family		
Junior		

With my PW hat on, little activity
has taken place of late, with the two
exceptions of Intertrain doing some
spot sleeper replacements and our own
members replacing some crossing timbers.

135
102
128
16
3

We have taken delivery of a reasonable
amount of PW material off the former
Bolsover Branch, just to the east of
Seymour Junction and will be sorting
through this shortly.

Out of these, 101 of you are due to renew
at the end of December and renewal
forms are enclosed with this Newsletter.

This winter we should hopefully restart
PW maintenance work, mainly the
continuation of replacing life-expired
crossing timbers.

Members are also reminded that
membership fees will increase on 1st
January 2015 to:
Adult		
Concession
Family 		
Junior 		
Life		
OAP Life

Finally may I wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

£20
£15
£30
£8 (no change)
£240
£150 (no change)

Martyn Brailsford
Class 66740 brings in empty coaching stock in
preparation for a GBRF staff train outing the
following day. Photo: Dale Holford
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Historical Corner No. 37

Branching Out
The evolution of the early
railways in Britain was
somewhat haphazard, rather
than working to a properly
organised National plan. If a
local community or an alliance
of businessmen wanted the
benefits of a railway connection,
they recruited a land surveyor
to carry out an inspection of the
route and then he produced a
set of plans.

were implemented, as such enterprising
initiatives were seldom blessed with
financial abundance. With the huge outlay
on track and trains and not one passenger
ticket sold as yet, there was not always
sufficient money to provide for the final
phases of the construction. This often
precluded luxuriously appointed station
buildings. Certainly, many a forlorn branch
line halt had only the grounded body of
a venerable railway carriage installed on
the platform as the bleakest of passenger
accommodation in all weathers. On some
branch lines, the facilities were meagre in
the extreme.

The next phase then sought the necessary
funding to build it, usually by an issue
of shares in the embryonic railway. The
application for a Parliamentary Act was
duly submitted to the House of Commons
and hopefully the necessary consent would
be obtained. The Government of the day
was unconcerned as to where the funding
to build the line would come from, or even
if the project was financially viable or not,
safe in the knowledge that it would not be
paying for it whatever happened. Never the
less, the fortunes of many a town or village
were changed literally overnight.

One particular example was the case of the
Shrewsbury & Hereford Railway, when the
line reached the village of Morton-on-Lugg in
1866. Such was the impoverished situation of
the S&H that the decrepit hollowed out trunk
of a large oak tree served as the combined
ticket office and waiting room. Even well
into BR days, the Halt at Ditton Marsh in
Wiltshire was bereft of accommodation for
a ticket office but a lady in the village sold
train tickets from the living room of her
house on a commission basis.The GWR had
a similar arrangement at Farrington Gurney
station in Somerset, but the nearest inhabited
settlement was 1¼ miles (2km) from the
railway. Here, train tickets were dispensed
by the landlord of the Miners’ Arms public
house. Presumably, the sale of strong spirits
was also good for business, arising from
the exhausted passengers who required
substantial fortification for the long walk back
to the station.

In the period of the boom years of the
“Railway Mania” (1835-48), short rural
branch lines abounded as soon as the
main line trunk routes had been firmly
established. Between 1844 and 1846,
no less than 6,220 miles (10,010km) of
railways were opened. In 1846 alone,
a total of 272 Acts of Parliament were
sanctioned for more lines to be built in the
following year. However, not all of these
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Historical Corner No. 37 continued...
At Barrow Hill, our own branch line
terminus at Roundhouse Halt is not
currently blessed with any passenger
accommodation but the generous width of
the platform at the buffer stops end is more
than sufficient to erect a modest building. If
a suitable structure could be provided and
put to good use, then our visitors could
benefit from a “retail opportunity” and our
coffers would swell accordingly. Perhaps,
an annexe of the Roundhouse café could
sell light refreshments on busy days. The
possibilities for such enterprises are only
limited by our imagination. If we search
diligently, a suitable redundant building
or shed might be found to simplify the
construction. There is also a carpentry firm
which newly manufactures railway-style
replica buildings and often advertises in one
of the rail magazines.

coaling stage, which is a very popular (yet at
times, extremely congested) viewing area.
Obviously, such a footbridge should not
conflict with the privacy of the residents
in the nearby cottages or obstruct the
vehicular access to the adjacent Gun Club.
The footbridge could therefore be built
inside the fenced area between the gates
and the signal box. Network Rail and their
contractors occasionally offer redundant
footbridges to worthy causes. One example
is the footbridge at King’s Cross station
in London, which was gifted to the Mid
Hants Railway and was recently re-erected
at Alton station. Without doubt, such a
project would be the never-to-be-repeated
opportunity of a lifetime.
Vignoles
The Coal Tank awaits
the signal to depart
during “Barrow Hill
Live!”
Photo: Dale Holford

Our running line is geographically
constrained and admittedly it will not
measure up (lengthwise at least!) to some
preserved railways, such as the Severn Valley
or the North Yorkshire Moors. However,
our “Unique Selling Point” is of course the
Roundhouse itself, so we have to maximise
what gifts we have and thus exploit our
income possibilities. A suggestion has
been made to the committee, to erect a
pedestrian footbridge over the running
line at the west end of the yard. Currently,
the only safe crossing point for the public
to cross the tracks is in front of the
Roundhouse doors, so a bottleneck is
inevitably created on busy days. A footbridge
would therefore give a safe access route
for visitors and in particular it would give a
new viewing point for photographers. This
in turn would ease the overcrowding at the
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naturewatch
Sadly this is the last
Naturewatch from Phil
Hodgkiss due to the growing
commitments of his work at
HNRC. We would like to take
this opportunity to thank Phil
for his dedication to writing this
column, which we have no doubt
will be missed by Newsletter
readers. We will endeavour to
continue to bring you sightings
when they are reported to the
Roundhouse team but for now,
thank you Phil.

mouse! This had been found scurrying
around the turntable pit earlier and had
been rescued by a crack team from the
Archives! The poor mouse was instantly
nicknamed the Jools Holland gatecrasher.
October has been very quiet on the nature
front with very little to report other than
the Partridges seen several times during
the month.
So there you have it, my last nature report.
I would like to thank each and every one of
you that has helped me along the way.
Phil Hodgkiss

The first of the Partridge family (Red
Legged, not the pop group!) was chased up
from the HNRC shed on 14th July, a single
parent and just one chick. It is unusual to
only see a single baby but there might have
been more to come later so I kept a watch
for further sightings.
During the summer things were very quiet
with not much reported to me by anyone
from the end of July until September. One
thing that was reported was the amount of
digging along the branch line; I suspect this
was Rabbits but it could have been a Fox.
In the early hours of Friday 5th September
(4.40am) I arrived on site to the sounds of
the Little Owl. I think it was somewhere
over by the Deltic depot but couldn’t be
100% sure. On 8th September a Great
Spotted Woodpecker was seen by two
HNRC staff sitting on one of the remaining
telegraph poles up in the yard.

Dave and Dale rescued a Robin which found itself
in the locker room, trying to fly out of a window
pane. Dale ushered the bird to Dave who caught it
and released it outside. On two separate occasions
in October Mike Creagh rescued two mice that
had fallen in the turntable pit. The mice would
have perished as there is no food or escape once
down there.

On 11th September Alexa came up to
the HNRC depot carrying a very large
cardboard box containing a very small
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Other News
around Barrow Hill before choosing our
resident locomotive Blue Peter to write
about. The smile on Matthew’s face went
from ear to ear and there was no doubt
that one of our next generation of rail
enthusiasts was being inspired. Chirpy
wasn’t sure about Oswald Owl however!

Chirpy the Chaffinch
visits Barrow Hill
Primary schools are always looking for
ways to promote literacy and one school
encourages children to take a mascot to
exciting locations, take pictures, and write
about the event. Welcome then to our
esteemed visitor Chirpy the Chaffinch and
Matthew, his carer. They had a little look

Mike Creagh

Shed Shunt Puzzle – the answer
1st move
2nd move
3rd move

03 moves loco number 1 to Line ‘B’
03 moves loco number 2 to Line ‘B’
03 moves loco number 3 to Line ‘B’

Change loco number 4 to loco number 1
4th move
5th move

03 moves loco numbers 3 and 2 to Line ‘A’
03 moves loco number 1 to Line ‘A’

Change loco number 1 to loco number 4
From an idea in the NRM Review Magazine of Spring 2002 by
Richard Gibbon and Ray Towell
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Notice of
Annual
General
Meeting
The Annual General
Meeting of the
Barrow Hill Engine
Society Limited will
take place on Sunday
1st March 2015 at
1.00pm at Barrow
Hill Roundhouse.

Howard Webster
In mid September we received the sad news
that Howard Webster, a long standing member
and volunteer at Barrow Hill had passed away
at home after a brief illness. Don Cambridge
shares some of his memories of Howard.
Howard was a long time member and regular volunteer at
Barrow Hill. He shared his volunteering work between us
and the Chesterfield Canal Society (later the Chesterfield
Canal Trust). He was always on hand when you wanted ‘that
bit’; “I think I might have one in van” was often the reply.
Howard was an auto electrician by trade, learning his job
on Hymac excavators. He somehow managed to retain the
patterns for the Hymac wiring looms after the company
went bust and every now and then he was called on to
‘rewire’ Hymacs. He would also rewire heavy duty starter
motors. Howard never really ‘retired’; he was always on
hand to do a bit for Sheepbridge Commercials who he
worked for up until his death.
When at Barrow Hill (although he had always something
else to do later, the garden to sort for example) he liked
to show our visitors around the site and many a visitor
has gone away with a new friend in Howard. We will all
miss him very much.

The end of the line...
Photo: Phil Hodgkiss

